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adding the words " repairs and main-
tenance."

Amendment put and negatived.
Question put and passed.

Third Reading.
Read a third time and trausmidted

to the Legislative Assembly.

ADJOURNMENT-PROROGATION
ARRANGEMENTS.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved

That the House at its rising do ad-
fount to 1030O a.in. to-morrowp.

Tho only other matter to be brought be-
fore the House this session would be the
Appropriation Bill, whinh Mould be be-
fore members at 10.30 o'clock to-morrow
morning. The Bill wouild, of course, in-
eluda the Loan Estimates. The Revenue
Estiznatos had been before members for
many months past. It was to be hoped
we wrould be able to pass the Bill in the
morning.

Hon. G. Randell: The Revenue Esti-
mates we have, seen are not the same ones
that have been passed.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY -There
had been but slight amendments. The
Bill could ha dealt with in the morning,
and the House would then be ready to
prorogue at 3 o'clock in the afternoon.

Hon. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE : It was
rather rough on members to bring them
back at 10.30 a.m. A good matny mem-
bers had business to attend to in the
morning, and it would be far better to
have the House meet at 4.30 o'clock to-
morrow afternoon as usual, and have the
prorogation on Wednesday. He had
something to say on *the Appropriation
Bill, and it was, hurrying matters through
too quickly to ask members to meet mn
the morntg. No doubt other measares
would be coming forward. The arrange-
ment was practically forcing members to
pass the Appropriation Bill before
luncheon; to that he entered a* strong
protest.

Question passed.

Hoius,' adiourned at 9,18 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., aLnd read prayers.

QUESTION - PUBLIC SERVICE
COMMISSIONEW'S REPORT.

Mfr. BROWN (without notice) asked
the Premier: WVill he -to-morrow lay on
the Table of the House the interim re-
port of the Public Service Comimissioner
and Mlr. McGibbonl

The PREMIER replied: There is no,
objeetion to tabling this document, al-
though ii is only an interim report and
has not yet received consideration.

QUESTiON - NEW RAILWAYS,
CONSTRUCTION.

Mr. BATH (without notice) asked the
Premier: When does he contemplate
starting work on the railway lines passed
this sessionYI

The PREMTIER replied: It is antii-
pared that a start will be made about
Mat th or April.

)lr. Bath : Wiili line will be taken
fi r..,:-

T le PREMIER: The Dowerin-Merre-
(lin. There is 60 ilies of that line sur-
veyed, and that will be commenced forth-
with, to he followed by the 30 miles run-
nlog South.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the Minister for Lands: 1, Ex-

pen diture of Drainage Fund on Stirling
Psiate--Return to Order of the House
dated 0th October, 1909.

B~k I be Premier: 1 . Report Of the Comn-
niissionier of Police to 30th June. 109-
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2. By-laws passed by the Municipalities
tef Perth and Claremont. 3, By-laws

passed by the Local Board of Health,
l~undip. 4, Railway Stores Regula-
tions-W.A. Railways, accompanied by
certain complimentary remarks in the
ulficial journal of the Railway Store-
keepers' Association of the United States
,-f America.

QUESTION - ROADS BOARDS'
VALUATIONS.

Mr. BATH Raked the Minister for
Works: 1, Has his attention been called
to the following complaint re valuation of
land for Roads Board rating purposes?
-"Brookton Roads Board-A Rating
Complaint.-Mr. -M. Nesbit, of East
Brockton, has saked] us to pubtlish the fol-
lowing, copy of a letter which be forwarded
to the Chairman and members of the
llrookton Roads Board at the last meet-
lot of That body, when it was decided to
accept Mr. Nesbit's challenge and to issue
a1 summTons for the amount due in respect
of the rate alluded to if not paid forth-
with. The letter reads as follows:-
"To the Ohairman and iMembers of the

Brookton Roads Board. Gentlemen-May
land is valued' very high for rates, but
believing all land was valued high I did
ntot complain. Lately I got notice again
for rates. I then went to [lie Board's
office And looked over the rate books. I
find my land, taken up only five years
ago and 12 miles from a railway and no
roads, is valued at 12s. 6d. per, acre,
wvhile large freehold estates and others
near Brockton. with good roads, is only
valued at 1.5s. per acre. I might tell the
Board, with all due respect, that they
have undervalued their land near Brook-
ton fromt 200 to 300 per cent.. and over-
valued my land and 'that of other settlers
out here fromt 25 to 50 per cent. T have
not the least intention of paying you that
rate--you can take any step you like to
get. it, anid as soon as you like. A copy
of this letter I am sending to the Leader
of the Opposition aking him to see the
Mkinister and Commissioner of Land
Taxation, as I intend to fight it out." 2.
Wvhpt actioll is taken it, supervise the

valuations of Roads Boards to see that
t-hey are fair and equitable, and that no
discrimination is used in favour of large
and influential landowners? 3, Will the
Minister inquire into the complaint con-
tained in the letter?

The MlINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1, No. 2, No power is vested in the
department by the Act 'to control valua-
tions, but the departmental officers when
conductingl the annual audit make a
general investigation of the valuations,
and when these appear to be uinsatisfac-
tory the attention of the -board is called
thereto. Any individual ratepayer ag-
grieved as to the amount at which he is
rated may appeal to the board and from
the hoard to the local court having juris-
diction in the district, and the decision
of such court is final. 3. Yes.

BTLIJ-LOAN, L1,342,000.
Second Reading.

Debate resumed] from Tuesday, 7th De-
emnber.

Mr. BAflI (Brown H11l1): In intro-
dcing, this Loan Bill last week the Pre-
mier made use of an observation with re-
gard to the loan policy of the Government
which has characterised his speeches of
previous years, or rather the speeches of
his predecessor, uamely, that 'the loan
policy of thle Government has required a
great degree of courage in order to carry
it through. This is thle first time that I
have heard that a borrowing policy re-
quires any courage on the part of a Gov-
ernment. The borrower is usually not
credited with courage; it is the leader
who sometimes displays bravery in lend-
ing money, but the borrower, never. And
when one remembers how manly Govern-
ments in the Eastern States have gone
down to execration because of their polkvy
as big borrowers, one finds it very difficult
to recognise even a small amount of
courage so far as a borrowing policy is
concerned. Then the Premier went an
to repeat a statement which he made dur-
ing the course of the Address-in-Reply,
or on the Budget Speech at the end of
September, a statement to the effect that
nlthmizh the present Government had
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bdr-rowed slightly over three million
pounds since 1905, an amnount which if
calculated on the basis of population at
the time they assumed office would amount
to £11 per -head of 'the population, the
actual increase per capita in the net in-
debtddness was only £1 17s. J.0d. I have
questioned these figures, bef ore, and if
hon. members will examine the returns
for themselves, if they will take the
monthly statistical abstract and find -out
how much the net indebtednes-s increased
even between 1908 and 1009, they will
find it greater t-han t-he Premier set down
for the four years' period. I 'have turned
tip the Treasury records for the 30th
September, 1905, and the 30th Septem-
ber, 1909, the returns that are published
in the Government Gazette. I find that
for the first-named year, making allow-
ance for the balance of general loan fund
on hand, the net indebtedness was
£C63 9s,, and that in September, 1909,
making allowance for the credit balance
in hand, the net indebtedness was
£66 17s., or an increase of £3 8s. per head
of the population. And if we deduct
from the amount which was stated to
be at the credit of general loan fund
those amounts which -the Premier himself
referred to in the course of 'his speech on
the Loan Bill, namely, the amou-nt which
was sunk in stores and the amount which
took die form of a liability of revenue
to loan account, the difference is even
greater; because that would mike the
debt per head of the population, making
these allowances, on the 30th September,
1909, £63 10s., or an increase of over £5
per bhead] of the population. 'Now, the
Premier, of course, is entitled to make
the very best possible ease hbe can for the
loan policy of the Government, -but I do
not think that that ease should he made
through the medium of misstatements as
to the actual position; and one would
really like 'to know exactly whence the
Premier gets his figures in this connection.
The Premier also takes credit for the fact
that the increased debt per head of the
population is less than the amount actu-
ally contracted-he takes credit to the
present Government for that result. Now,
I disagree with -that view entirely. T
think if we are in a reasonably good posi-

tion to-day so far as our general Loan
Fund is concerned, a great deal of the
credit is due to the predecessors of the
present Government, and -more patrtien-
larl&* to the work of Mr. James Gardiner,
and the policy of 31r. Gardiner when he
was Treasurer -of the State. The Premier
forgets to mention that so far as the loan
policy of 'the State is concerned, we make
provision on a mucht higher scale than is
shorwn in any of the Eastern States for a
sinking fund to ultimately redeem oar
debts. And if we take the amounts
which we have paid into Sinking Fund
during the four years with which the
Premnier dealt in his speech we will find
that our total contribution during that
period to the fund amnounted to £3 10s.
per head of the population, or about
17s. 6d. per year. and that of course has
a great deal to do with the reduction of
the net indebtedness per head of the popu-
lation. Alfhougli the Sinking Fund was,
not initiated by 51r. Gardiner, it is true
that 'that gentleman, or the Government
with which hie was eonneeted. took a mare
hUSiucss-like viewi o-f the financing of ow'
affairs as far as the General Loan Fund
was concerned, and the remarks of Mr.
.Gardiner in this conniection are well worth
q1Uoting as a guiide, in mny-opinion, to the
attitude which should be assumed by any
(lovornuient dealing with our Loan Fund.
At that time, speaking onl State borrow-
ings, %fr. Gjardiner said in the course of
his sp~eech-

"It seemus to mue that the present is a
fitting opiportunity to strike a strong
hiow at thev generally accepted idea,
which had prac-tically become a faith,
that Australia can only prosper by
huge borrowings. Too frequently huge
burrow ings lead to that prosperity
'which we know is unstable and carries
witl, it the strongest possible germs of
corresponding depression.. which in
turn has to bie relieved by further bor-
rowin?. Another reason which is fre
quently advanced is that, if we have to
wait till our great resources are de-
veloped by our own capital our pro-
g'ress must be very slow indeed. In
thae minds of thoughtful men, five years
is nothing in the history of a nation,
provided those five years are repre-
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sented by slow and steady progress; and
business men will tell you that ultimate
prosperity rests with -the man of en-
ergy and enterprise who, whilst looking
ahead, is certain of providing for his
immediate obligation; and if this ap-
plies to business it ought to be a good
principle to apply to the State. If tbe
prosperity coming from internal de-
velopment be slower, there is not the
slightest doubt it is surer. We 'have
strong evidence of that fact in -the
gr eat development which -has taken
place under our public battery sys-
tem,"

Later on Mr. Oardiner dealt with -the
polity -of the expenditure of moneys
from our General Loan Fund and laid
down the rule, aud so far as -the adinis-
tration of the finances was concerned it
was strictly adhered -to, that loan mioney
should only be utilised for reproductive
works-That is works that within a rea-
sonable time after construction and after
they had been given an opportunity to
get under way would return money which
would help to p~ay the interest and Sink-
ing Fund on the loans obtained for the
purpose of constructing them. That
policy was lad down by 'Mr. Gardiner
and adhered to, and if the present Gov-
ernment have found themselves able to
show this result -that, w-hile the debt has
been largely increased the net indebted-
nes has not increased -to the same extent,
that is due, in my opinion, in a very gfeat
degree to the caution exercised by the Ad-
ministration of that time.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Mr. BATH: One has only to compare
the actual returns from public works and
services upon which loan moneys were
spent in the year those remarks were
made with the present time to see how
sound was the policy then laid down. At
that time the gross revenue exclusively
derived from those public works and ser-
vices represented 12.7 per cent. on our
total capital loan expenditure on that
date, whereas taking the returns for the
financial year ].908-0 the returns from
these same services represented only 9.6
per cent. on our total loan ex-
penditure on that date, or a diE-

(86)

ference of 3.1 per cent, in favour of
the year 1902-3. That is, in my -opinion,
the best demonstration possible as to the
departuore that has taken place from the
sound Policy then laid down, One has
only to go -through the records of our
Joan expenditure as they are given in the
Statistical Abstrart issued each nitith
to show that iii recent years we have been
expending not small, but very con sider-
able, sums on works -that cannot be
classed as reproductive. During the past
four years that expenditure amounts to
a trifle beyond £1,000,000, or to be hiecu-
rate £984,000; that is, nearly £1,000,000
of loan money has been spent in works
not reproductive. Whet does -that meanl
It means that we are not deriving- the
revenue from the departments in which
that money is expended to pay the inter-
est, without even mentioning the Sinking
Fund, and of course when -we cannot find
it from the works themselves, we 'have to
find it from the general revenue of the
State. Thus is -brought about a position
that we have got within the strictest pos-
sible limitations, and have no margin of
safety to come and go -upon as they had
in previous years. We are now faced
with the position that after we pay inter-
est and Sinking Fund contributions and
our general admuinistra-tive expenses we
have no balance of revenue as a margin
to come end go upon in lean years. If
there were such a thing as a bad season,
with a consequent partial failure of our
crops and a decline in revenue, we would
be in a very parlous position as only the
raising of new revenue could save us
from a position closely approximating
disaster. The Government in claiming
credit for the expenditure of loan money
and for the fact that they have been able
to meet their obligations, so far as Gen-
eral Loan Fund is concerned, are really
trading on the credit due to the Adminis-
trations of past years, and they will not
he able to leave such a satisfactory condi-
tioni of affairs to those who come after
them. In the first place, the reduction
in the sinking fund, which will begin to
operate in' a year or two, will mean that
our payments will not have such a big
effect in reducing the increase in the debt
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poer head of population; utile, on the
other hand, the fact that we have spent
s.) much money on works which are mot
reproductive must 'have its effect on the
fiuianez in the years to come. I have
directed attention to -this miatter in pre-
vious years. It is a departure which is
unsound, and one which this House should
endeavour to -have amended as soon as
possible. Not only does this policy of
using loan funds, for what I mnight 'term
these doubytful itemns of expenditure, bring
about an unsatisfactory result but it also
Ieadg to a careless examination of -the
expenditure itself. If we have to find
the money from revenue, money which has
to be raised by taxation from the people,
then we are likely to examine more
strictly the expenditure and as to whether
it is extravagant or not, but when it is
taken from Loan Fund, and the people
of the future have to account for it, then
the people and even the Parliament are
not likely to 'be so careful in their scru-
tiny as they other-wise would be. This is
the case now. Members have only to
peruse the report of the Auditor General
to see that we have reached a very unsat-
isfactory condition of affairs; they have
only to examine the items appearing
there under the headings of "Development
of Agriculture" and "Development of
Mining-" to see that we are throwing about
our loan moneys without duo regard to
the way in which they are expended.

Mr. George: Growing cabbages.

Mr. BATH: That is -one way in which
they 'have been spent, but if tibe member
for Murray will look through the report
of the Auditor General he will see that
that is only one of many doubtful items
of loan expenditure. This is another
outcome of the policy of using loan
moneys for these items. We find under
Ihe present Loan Bill that instead of an
endeavour to avoid the course in the fu-
ture the Ministers controlling the fund,
contemplate plunging even more wildly
into this course. I issue this *warning
here, as I have done in the past, that we
are going -to lose our satisfactory posi-
tion, so far as General Loan Fund is con-
cerned, if we continue this course. I am
not going to detail the items except to

say that one of the first obligations of
this Parliamenit next session will be not
only to constitute a standing committee-
to go into the railway works propositions
put before us, but also a standing finance
comimittee to consult iit the Auditor
General and ensure that his report is not
so much waste paper, to make certain that
an effort is made to give effect to his re-
commendations, and also to give an as-
surance to him that as an officer of Par-
liament his recommendations are niot go-
ing to be ignored. I have no intention
of dealing further with this Loan Bill,
but when we are dealing with the Loan
Estimates I am going to 'have something
to say about items which appear for other
works for which no authorisation has
been given by Parliament. They are an-
thorisations for the current financial year
1909-10, and the Premier, in introducing
the Loan Bill and replying to a question,
said that works 'would not be proceeded
w'itlk so far as the loan schedule was con-
cerned, unless authorisation is given by
.Parliament. Here we have provision on
the Loan Estimates for works for which
no Bill has been passed through the
House. That is a wrong course and one
which is entirely opposed -to the responsi-
bility of this Parliamoent. I will deal
with this question on the Loan Estimates.
In conclusion I wish to say this, that I
have never opposed a loan policy which
utilised the money in constructing repro-
ductive works. That has been proved to he
advantageous by the experience of West-
ern Australia since the system was em-
barkead upon; hut I think we are tread-
ing on dangerous ground, or that we have
storied to, and that we arc getting deeper
i nto the mire by the policy of using loan
money for doubtful works instead of do-
ing as any Government wishing to pur-
sue a sound policy should do, that is
meeting the expenditure from revenue or
if the revenue is not sufficient raising it
for the purpose, or forego the works until
a more prosperous condition of affairs
arises.

Mr. JACOBY (Swan): A good many
of us agree with the proposition that loan
moneys should be expended only on
works which are entirely reproductive. I
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'have heard the ex-Treasurer expound that
theory, end I have heard the Leader of
the Opposition support it. It appears
that when we come to decide what are re-
productive and what are not reproductive
works there is a great divergence of
opinion. I do not suppose any member
of this House has been more constant in
voicing ibis adherence to the policy of
borrowing only for reproductive works
than the Leader of -the Opposition, 'but I
would ask that gentleman what saraining
of his thoughts prompted him to consider
-the art gallery as a freproductive wvork, or
even the dock.

Mr. Ang'win: What else is it?
Mir. JACOBY:- It is not expected that

the dock -will be reproductive.
Air. Angwia: It is.
Mr. JACOBY: No one in this House

has stated that the dock will be reproduc-
tive. Even if we assume that it will be
reproductive, can the art gallery be
classed in that category?

Mr, Bath: I strongly opposed the art
.gallery.

MrI. .JACOBY- I accept the assurance
-of the hon. member that he opposed it-
Unless we come to some deflaition as to
what is a reproductive work, then I am
afraid that a good many people who im-
agine that they are voting for reproduc-
tive 'works wilt be voting for works that
will not be strictly within that category.
For instance, in the schedule of this Bill
we have a provision for lighthouses, a
most desirable and necessary work;, but
can they be considered -is reproductive?
They cannot be considered as strictly pro-
ductive. We 'may he prepared with regard
to such -important works -as lighthouses
to agree that loan moneys should be spent
on them, hut what are we to say for
the policy of borrowing for the construc-
tion of public buildings. I think the time
has arrived when we should take a pull
in connection with our dealings with loan
moneys. While we stick to the policy
that no money is to be harrowed except-
ing for works on which interest, working
expenses and sinking fund can be paid,
we are absolutely safe in our borrowing
policy and we can borrow two millions a
year instead of one million, but when -we

depart from that principle, maybe only to
a small extent the first time, I. am afraid
that if we once depart from it there is no
saying to what extent we shiall ultimately
depart from it. One has only to look at
the figures to see how far we have gone
in borrowing money for -works that can-
not be considered to be directly reproduic-
tive.

Mt. Babh: It gets down to the policy
of getting a bit of the hair of the dog
that bit you.

Mr. JACOBY: We must strictly ad-
here to the policy of borrowing for re-
productive works, for if we do nlot we
are inl danger of departing from it
widely indeed. I regret there is an in-
creasing tendency in that direction on thbe
part of the Government, and I intend to
be amongst those who in the future will
take the responsibility of voting against
loan hills brought in for works which are
not directly reproductive.

The Minister for Works: What about
your roads?

Air. JACOBY: The Minister knows in
connection with the sum of £25,000 that
he is using out of loan moneys that I
strongly pressed him to secure interest
and sinking fund from the local govern-
ing bodies. He also knows that I have
urged that although we should borrow
largely for the purpose of constructing
roads, I have also urged -that the money
should only hbe lent to those local govern-
ing bodies who are prepared to pay in-
terest and sinking fond.

The Minister for Works: The poorer
roads boards then would not get a penny.

Mr. JACOBY: Given proper authority
under the Reads Act nearly all the roads
boards would be in a position to make
use of this loan money.

The Minister for Works: They could
not do it.

Mr. JACOBY: I want to declare that
I have never advocated the use of loan
moneys excepting under a system whereby
interest and sinking fund could be pro-
vided by the local governing bodies using
that money. There is no reason why such
a policy should not be given effect to.
The illustration I used the other night
with regard to New Zealand was only to
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*show that the responsibility to return in-
terest and sinking- fund should be on the
shoulders of the local governing bodies.
That is the system which is adopted in
New Zealand, where the Government
nierely act as financial -agents for these
local bodies. I. wish again to urge that
the ime has arrived when this House
shiould appoint a standing committee on
finance. I have urged this often and on
the last occasion I brought the matter
forward the Minister for Works, who was
then Treasurer, stated that be saw so-me
virtue in the proposal and he declared
he would make some inquiries in the
Eastern States as to how these standing
committees worked, and that when he had
the information perhaps something would
be done. I do not kno-w whether he has
obtained that information or not. I hope,
however, that during the next session one
of the first things the Government will
do will be to propose a standing commit-
tee on finance. I wish to protest against
the House voting large sums of money
without an opportunity of controlling the
matter or declaring bow those sums are
to be expended. I am referring now to
the items provided in the Bill for the de-
velopment of mining and the develop-
ment of agriculture. Surely if we have
any responsibility in this Assembly at all
it is a responsibility over the expendi-
ture of -money, and here we are voting
large sums tinder the comprehensive de-
signation of "Development of Indus-
tries"; but we have no say and do not
know in what direction that money is to
he spent. It should be necessary before
such money is spent to place a schedule
hefore the House for the consideration
of members. The moneys have been
spent in the past, I am afraid, somewhat
recklessly, and I think if we calmly con-
sidered how t1hese moneys have been
spent, particularly under the mining vote,
we wonld hesitate when snch a schedule
tame before us again. I am not at all
opposed to a borrowing policy but if we
are to have a courageous borrowing pol-
icy, it seems to moe we should also insist
that it should be a safe policy, and a bor-
rowing polity can only be safe if it in-
sists that the loan moneys shall be spent
on works which are actually directly re-

productive, and which wvill give a fair
chanice of producing interest, working ex-
penses and sinking fund.

Mr. Heitmann: Right fromn tile start?
'Mr. JACOBY: No; with agricultural

railways you will have tu give your facili-
tics before you can possibly enrn work-
ing expenses and interest, but certainly no
work should be agreed upon unless there
is a reasonable possibility of it paying
for itself in a short time. If we depart
from that we shall become still more reck-
less than we have been in the past. There
is a tendency to go rapidly down the road
wbich leads to financial chaos, and in
times of public clamour for the fuarther
development of the State, I am afraid
that what now might be a gentle pace
might develop in a few years time in-to
reckless gallop.

Mr. GEORGE (Murray): I rise for
the purpose of emphasising the remarks
of the two previous speakers in connec-
tion with the proposed borrowing policy.
Like the last speaker I am not at all
afraid of borrowing if I can get an
opportunity, and when I am not nervous
as to the person who lends the money.
I want to ask hNn. members seriously to
just consider the question, in the face of
the report from the Auditor General
which deals with various sums of money
which have been taken from loan funds,
as to whether we are justified in connec-
Mron with this present Bill in allowing
the schedule to pass without a strong
expression of opinion as far as the House
is concerned?7 The responsibility which
rests upon the Minister, I stated the
other evening is more fleeting than real,
and as a rule when an attempt is made
to fix the responsibility upon the Minister
he is usually out of the House or out of
the country. We have in this schedule
twvo items, dealing with the development
of goldflelds mineral resources and the
development of agriculture. The de-
velopment of the goldflelds' mineral re-
sources takes up £66.500, and I notice
there is one modest item, "Development
of 'Mining, £5,000," and I can prove, the
probabilities are that the sum has bee n
placed so low because of what we find
in connection with the Auditor General's
report. The circulation of the Auditor
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General's report is not confined to this
State. Even if it were the financiers of
Europe who find the money for ouir loans
have their agents here from whom they
receive not only a cleat' report but also
all the p)apers connected with hSi pub-
lic accounts. Is it to he supposed for
a single moment that the leader of
money to this Sta-te is likely to feel in
any) way comfortable when hie gets such
a report as that of the Auditor General
in connection with this one particular
department ? On page 197 there is a re-
cord of the loan of £C28,913 which has been
spread over five or six years to various
mining, companies and almost invariably
we find that the interest has not been
paid or that the balance has been written
off by the Executive Council, or some
ot~er remark whlich cannot at any rate he
considered satisfactory. For instance,
here is one-the Just-in-Time G.M. Co..
about £1,000; and the comment is,
"Foreclosed and balance writter off by
Es. Co. Part security sold to the pub-
lic." That money has gone. and -the
public of the State for all time, until
the sinking fund extinguishes the loan,
hare to pay interest on the money lent
to a goldmiuiing company. on money
whi,!h was absolutely of no use whatever.
Take every one of these 56 items. Take
the ltannwna, Prospecting Syndicate.
Perhaps the member for Kanowna can
tell us something about the position.
They were advanced £404 10s. 7d. The
comment is, "No agreement signed;, no
seenrity; no interest charged." I have
no donbt an explanation. can be given.
I am not drawing attention to these mat-
ters with the idea -of embarrassing the
Minister or of having a fling at himi;
hut I draw attention to thenm because
next session I will pnt forward a pro-
position to relieve Ministers of a posi-
tion that must be irksome to them, and
to put the responsibility on to a com-
mittee. Take the Lady Agnes. The ad-
vance was £434 Os. 9d.: the total loss to
the department was £446 18s., and the
comment is, "Department has entered
into possession."I We do not run a de-
partment for entering into possession of
goldinining leases; we run a department
to regulate affairs and to see that every

pound expended may be used for Lhe
State and may return as nearly as pos-
sible 20s. to the State.

Mr. Angwvin: If this had turned out
well what a good thing it would have
been for the State!

The Mkinister for Works: We must rea-
lise on the security.

Mr. GEORGE: I am satisfied that as
a business man the Minister kaows per-
fectly well that if any busines allowed
such a balance sheet as this there would
be trouble.

The Minister for Works: If I lent
money and had security, and did not get
paid, I would enter into the security.

Mr. GEORGE: But the hon, member
would first see that -the security was good.
I am asking what the State has got for
this £28,913 advanced under the Mining
Development Act. As far as I cani under-
stand from the Auditor General's report
it is not worth a snap of the fingers. We
have in the schedule to the Loan Bill
£45,000 for the Eastern Ooldfields. 1
should like to know, and I think the
Hous~e has a right to know, bow the ex-
penditure of that £45,000 is going to be
controlled.

Mr. Bath: That is the point.
Mr. GEORGE: Is it given to the

Mlinister, with no cheek whatever, to say
what he shall do with that £45,0001

Mr. Johnson: Largely.
Mr. Taylor: He has an absolutely free

hand.
Aifr. GEORGE: Here in the Auditor

General's report is a -result of the abso-
lutely free hand. Is the House, is the
country, are we satisfied with it; or -are
we going -to he satisfied with it? As rea-
sonable men sent here to watch the in-
terests of the State, we have some
right to know distinctly, if the £66,500
for the Development of Goldfields be
voted, that it shall at any rate be subject
to some review, and some review that will
be responsible and satisfactory to the
House. We have the right to expect
that the disposal of this money shahl be
subject to some reniew that can come
before the House and with which we
can deal if we are not satisfie d. During-
the last few days the House has been en-
gaged with more or less wisdom, and more
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or less seriousness, in going through the
Revenue Estimates of the State, and at
four o'clock in the morning-I know it
-was that because I was rung up-the
Committee passed the Railways vote,
about one million pounds, and passed it
in a very offhand sort of manner.

Mr. Bath: Why did you not come up?
Mr. GEORGE : Because I object to

passing legislation 'by the process of
physical exhaustion; that is why; and I
intend to stick to that right through.

Mr. Johnson: Why did you not enter
your protest before you left?

Mr. GEORGE: If lion. members had
followed my example they would have
made a most effective protest.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The bon.
member is diverging.

Mr. GEORGE: How is it possible to,
help diverging with so many interjec-
ions'!

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Then, I
ask hon. members not to interject.

Mr. GEORGE: It is because I object
to passing legislation by the process of
physical exhaustion that I am endea-
vouring at this early part of the day to
place my views before hon. members for
their consideration. Leaving the vote for
the Development of Goldfields and Mini-
ing Resources, we come to the vote for
the Development of Agriculture, and
turning to the Auditor General's report
at page 184, we find the expenditure is
fairly large. First of all -wer start with
the Denmark settlement, £17,344. That,
however, will form a debate by itself,
and I will leave that alone. That was
expenditure controlled by the Lands De-
partment. Then we come to expenditure
controlled the Department of Agrcul-
ture. I ask hon. members to consideor
these items and ask themselves, if they
were in the position of lenders of money,
whether they would consider this report
such as would give them satisfaction. For
instance, I find there was a loan to assist
a company in erecting and equipping a
-factory at Bunbury. It was the Bunbury
Butter Factory, Limited. It is a very
satisfactory thing to get a butter factory
started if it is possible-I do not object
-but is it one of the items for which we
should go to the London market to ber-

row? W~e find this item, "Dr. Ellis, Cool-
gardie, £234 4s., lent to assist in testing
Coolgardie for vegetable growing under
sub-irrigation and shade, etcetera, etcet-
era." I ask the House, and I ask the
country, if this is not so much tommy-
rot.

Mr. Johnson: Hear, hear!
'Mr. GEORGE: The idea of lending to

a. gentleman, however estimable lbe may
her money for testing vegetable growing
when they do not know whether he knew
anything about it, or whether he knew
anything more ahout vegetable growing
than he did about politics when he was a
member of the H-ouse. As for testing
whether it is possible to gow vegetables
onl the goldfields or nor, there are dozens
of men who have not only tested it but
made a success of it, and have not come
to the Government for assistance. Why
should a, sum of this sort appear on the
Estimates? Whoever is responsible for
it, it may not be the present Minister or
his predecessor, my point is as to whether
it is a good thing to have this item in this
form or not, rather than to fix blame on
any particular person. But whoever has
had anything to do with it is evidently
not seized with the responsibility of his
position. Here is another item, "P.
Brockrman, £111 17s., purchase of milk-
ing machtinery." I do not know how far
this is going. We may say that in other
departments interested in (he increase of
population it should be the duty on a
Per-son's marriage to make a presentation
of a cradle and a perambulator.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Mr. GEORGE: Then we get further
down-"OExperimental plots, sand plain,
£13 s. 8d. Making manurial and seed
tests on sand plain country." And we
have other similar expenditure to that.
We are asked to provide £140,000 for the
Development of Agriculture. I think the
House has a righbt to expect, not only
from the Minister in charge of the Bill,
but also from other Ministers affected,
some explanation in Con nection with these
matters, and Some guarantee that they are
seized with the responsibiltiy of their
positions. Ministers may occupy very res,-
ponsible and very onerous positions, but
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with that they are expected to carry
out what are ordinary common life and
comimonsense methods, that is, to be
careful with the money for which they
are trustees. The gentlemen who have
bad -to do with the expenditure to which
I have drawn attention have certainly
not realised the responsibility of their
positions as trustees of the money of the
State. Probably the Minister in charge
of the Bill will be able to give us-no
doubt he can--some sort of explanation
that is satisfactor~y; but I make bold to
say the House. and the country will not,
and can not, in face of the report of Lhe
Auditor General, be satisfied unless next
session we are able to get some sort of
standing comnmittee or commission which
wrill deal with the finances of the State,
and pin the responsibility on someone
who wvill have to bear the brunt of it,
and not let it be such an easy sort of
niatter as it appears to be in the present
conditions. I take it, too, that neither
the previous speakers nor myself are
incelined. to regard the matter as one that
can he put off by merely a wave of the
hand. We ask fromn responsible Miniis-
ters some explanation, of these affairs,
aiid I go further and say that, when we
take the Auditor General's report from
cover tin cover, if his statements are
correct-and I presume they are, or he
would not dare to print them-they show
that the Audit Act under which his posi-
tion is anthorised,' and under which he
is working, either does not fill the bill,
or else Ministers absolutely disregard
the constitutional ptocedure laid down
for the protection of the finances of the
State. I cannlot turn to a page of his
report hut I find the Audit-or General
states distinictly, ''No vouchers produced.
Such and such -a provision under the
Audit Act nat attended to. So and so
passed on the word of such and such a
person. Departmenktal procedure differs
from the Audit Act. Have made pro-
test, no result." The whole of the Audi-
tor General's report is one cry, as it
were, of a righteous man crying out
in the wilderness, "I am supposed to do
the duty of the position in which I am
placed by the Audit Act, but I am
blocked at every- turn." There can be

no question about this. Take the qucs-
tion iii regard to the Denmark returi,.s.
The Auditor General remarks-

"In fact, no one seems to know
definitely what should be done, and it
is apparent there is no clear under-
standing between the officers at Den-
mark and those of the Lands Depart-
ment and the Treasury.".

This is dealing with loan money, the
moniey that has been borrowed and dealt
with, and our Auditor General tells as
that no one seems to know definitely
what should be done. We find further,
in connection with the stores--

'" These stores were origina1I
charged tip to Suspense Account in
the Treasury, and subsequently trans-
ferred again to the departmental vote.
No details supporting the transfers
have been supplied to the Auditor Gen-
eral.''

I think it will he a question for the
House at an early date, as early as pos-
sible next session, to have a committee
to inquire thoroughly into the position
that the Auditor General holds. I know
that in my connections with -the Auditor
General in the old times when I was in
the Railway Department, his views and
mine differed very strongly;, but I know
that if such a report as is given about
other departmnents had been brought
about the Railway IDepartme'nt I would
have been very properly brought to the
Bar every time he made a report. We
find in connection with the stores of the
Lands Department, the Auditor General

"A -test made after the financial
year discloses that the hooks were not
kept written uip, the entries being cnu-
siderably in arrear. It is considered
that there is no necessity to record, ini
and out, stores purchased for imimedi-
ate consumption.''

He says also-
"A number of officers' salaries have

been charged to other than salari,-s
votes. "

He goes on to reply to that, and then
further on he says-

"There is practically no code of
'working instructions for the officers
of the department, and the lack of
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direction where it is necessary to have
any departure from 'the ordinary pro-
cedure.''

These arc on'ly a few things. If we take
them right through they amount to a
large number. Take those so far as the
Lands Department is concerned. Here it
says-

" The' reorganisation scheme has not
been completed and in the main the
cash shown as received by the personal
accounts has not been balanced wit~h
that actually brought to account and
paid to the Treasury."

The Lands Department cash books have
not been balanced. I believe the bulk
of our officers are honest men, but I
would ask any business men wxhat would
they say if their cash books had not been
balanced and audited?~ You know, MXr.
Speaker, and every business man knows
that it is a 'most essential thi-ng that yoti
must balance your cash daily. The Audi-
tor General says further-

"As long as these conditions obtain,
the audit of the accounts cannot he
considered an effectual check against

I could go on for a. long while in connee-
tion with this particular question. Here
is an-other point; I think it is very wrong;
I dealt with it in connection with some
of the Estimates. It is in regard to the
minimum increases in a branch of the
Mines Department, and the fnny part
was that £e150 was provided for .he
minimum increases, and there were not
sufficient officers. to absorb it, and only
£25 was to be paid to the revenue officers,
and £125 was for officers employed under
the Loan Estimates, and here is the £,125
appearing again in the Loan Estimates.
Of course it will be paid once only and
that under Loan items. The Auditor pen-

oeral says-
"Izt is noticed that the salary of

Mr. Ranford, who was sent to London
on a lecturing tour, has been charged
against the revenue items of the Lands
Department, but his expenses hare gone
against this Loan Vote."

Really I hardly like to say it, but it
seems like playing with the House.

Mr. Hudson: It is not new.
Mr. GEORGE: It may be nothing new,

but there comes a time when things be-
come old and should be gone into thoj-
roughly. I hope it is not too late in the
session not only to talk but to act, and
Ministers shotild see their way to do
something in connection with this report.
The member for West Perth asks a very
pertinent question, "Why is not the
Auditor General's report brought down
earlier9l" It ought to be brought down
simultaneously with, if not before che
Revenue Estimates are brought in. We
oughlt to know if our accounts for the pre-
vious year's have been dealt with as the
A-udit Act says they shall be dealt with.
and a9s they ought to be dealt with. If
we hare an Auditor General and an
Audit Act, whether members rightly . r
wronly 'think it is a proper Act, then
it is our duty to see that our finances are
run on lines that we understand. if
there is to be a departure from those
lines and it is necessary, there should he
this departure; let the Government alter
'the Audit Act to meet the conditions. I
know the Auditor General takes certain
views in connection with items that a
business man would find it difficult to
reconcile. But I do not hiames the Audi-
tor General; I blame the Act, andI
blame the House for not seeing that
there is not some elasticity in allowing
these matters to be dealt with in a busi-
ties-, way, and I have said sufficient on
this matter to show that. I do not want
the Auditor General's report to go to tile
old country alongside of the Loan Bill
and let the Loan Bill be judged by the
unsatisfactory statements in the Auditor
General's report. I want the report !o
go forth and be satisfactory to those
who provide the money. Next session
Iwant mrembers to support a proposition

to do away with such items as this
£C28,000 which seems to hare been wasted.
The Minister for Works spoke about this
£28,000, bat that money has irretrievably
gone which is the same as the moaey -ad-
vanced to Dr. Ellis that he might attempt
to grow cabbages at Coolgardie. May I
say I hope that none of th greens that
Dr. Ellis was not able to grow at Cool-
gardie will be found in the eyes of memn-
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bars to-niight in connection with this
particular Bill.

-Mr. JOHNSON (Guildiford): I do not
propose to take up much time of the
House in connection with the Loan Bill;
as a matter of fact I did not propose to
speak at all, but I cannot allow the up-
portunity to pass without congratulating
the two members on the Government sidnt
for at last ren usinig that son attention
is necessary on their part to the loan
expenditure, and especially to the loan
schedules. No doubt the Government
anticipating the keen attention that
would be given to matters of this de-
scription by the member for Murray in!-
fluenced them in opposing so strongly
that hon. member at the last election.
We have been battling away for a long
while, and I rejoice that the hon. member
war suaccessfutll y returned to help us, and
I hope the hon. mnember will ventilae
these matters, and that there will not
be a repetition of the case of the moem-
ber who prerioltsl 'y occupied the seat
which the lion. member is now filling.
We find when muembers take tip an atti-
tude like the member for Murray, ime-
diately they are approached in some way
by the Government and -that is the last
we hear of themn, and then we find them
congratulating the Government or e
Lending the Government in matters of
this description. They are willing to
sacrifice the people's interests rather
than the Government's. I cannot let
the member for Swan pass without draw-
ing attention to the fact that last year
members on this side of die House drew
special attention to the expenditure froml
loan, and the criticism levelled against
that expenditure by the Auditor (reneral
in his report. On that occasion we re-
ceived no assistance or practically nono
from the member for the Swan. Later
on we find the [ion. member crossed
swords with the Colonial Treasurer, and
there was a controversy in the newspaper
lasting some time between the member
for Swan and the Colonial Treasurer-.
and while it was remarkable in connec-
tion with the member for Swan, seeing
he took the Matter up after it had been
introduced in the House. and after hie

failed to do his duty in the House, he
gZoes to the public Press and then we find
the member fur Swan raises -these points,
and we find the daily Press drawing
special attention to it and giving special
headings to the criticism, while they
neglected the same criticism levellea
againsqt the Government by members in
Opposition. When we have these ex-
perielices it makes members rejoice that
we are now getting somie members on
the Government side to criticise that
Governmen t irrespective of whether that
Government like it or niot. I hope mem-
bers will go further and not become
alarmed when they see 'Ministers turn-
ing, and -that they will miot he afraid to
impress on Ministers, when they find that
there is embarrassment, that it is neces-
sary to protect the revenuec or the loans-
on behalf of the people of the State. I
do not propuse to go unto a detailed criti-
cism because one will have an opportu-
nity on the Loan Estimates, but I do
wvant to say, especially (10 1 speak to
mnembers on the Government side, that
they should realise that we a-rc required
to give as muceh attention,' or more atten-
tion as the member for Brown Hill
pointed 0(1t, to the loan exipenditure and
thle Loanl Estimates tHam we even give to-
the Revenue Estimates. lyorahse after all1
the Revenue Estimaites ore criticised and
watched hy the people,. who -take a keen
interest in then. 'fler feel it is their
money, and conisequntly they' see that
their money is spent wisely and well.
But when they conic toi the Loan Hill
they seem to have an idea that because
it is loan money it can be squanidered in
all directions, and that it does not con-
cern them. When we find people differ-

ngin these directions, it becomnes more-
necessawry that nicinbers should he mnore
keen. antd possibly MOre SeVere in toil-

meclion with their criticismns because
members and the people totally' disregard
the amount of muoney which is squand-
ered fromn the loan funds by' the depart-
ments oif the State, and members say
that if people are satisfied we need not
object. I do' not know that the people
are satisfied. The great trouble is that
the people doii ot know and the reason
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is because the newspapers are throwing
dust in their eves. The newspapers
write articles enlogising -the Government
for their public works policy -and the
raising of money on the London market,
and they totally disregard the criticism
of members iii connection -with the ex-
peaditure of the funds. It is because of
the want of attention and the want
of patriotism on behalf of the news-
papers that the people do not realise
what is going on. I trust on this
occasion the speeches of the member for
Swan and the member for Murray will
receive that Attention by the Press that
they richly deserve. Speeches of that
description require publicity to make
people realise what is going on and once
the people realise that, we shall have
more attention devoted to it :than we
have at the present time. I do not want
to say much in connection -with the item
"Developmnent of Agriculture." I en-
dorse the remarks of the member for
Murray. I feel that a considerable
amount of money is -absolutely squan-
dered from the vote, and it is wrong that
we should give any Minister, I do not
care who, a large sum of money to spend
and leave it absolutely at his discretion
as to how it shall be expended. If it is
right that a lump sum should be voted
it is necessary that we should have some
committee of the House to review the
actions of the Ministers in connection
with the expq-enditure of the votes. We
want more cheek than we have at the
present time. After all, the check we
have uinder the Audit Act is not suffi-
cient. The Auditor General year after
year draws attention to the expenditure
from those votes and nothing is done.
Consequently' I say if we are going to
continue these lump sum votes, it is
necessary that we should have a com-
mittee to review them. In connection
with the M1ining- Development Act, the
hon. member has gone through various
items and drawn attention to the
amounts advanced and also to the notes
of the Auditor General in connection
with these amounts. I would point 911t
to lion, members-and I have raised this
time and time again, and I hope agri-
cultural inierbers will begin to realise

what they are doing in regard to this
vote-that this MAining- Development Act
is the most dangerous measure we have
on our statute book to-day. I have no
objection to the Act if only we had a
check an the 'Minister; but Divisions IV.
and VI. of that measure leave it abso-
lutely to the discretion of the Minister
as to how the money shall be expended.
The measiWe consists of six divisions,
and in all but two the money voted is
only allocated after consultation with the
officers of the department. Here we
have some little check on the proposed
expenditure. But under Divisions IV.
and V1. it is left, as I say, entirely to
the discretion of the "Minister. In speak-
ing the other night I pointed out the
amounts of money voted under this Act
for the last three years, the amounts
spent under the advice of the officers of
the department, and the amounts spent
by the Minister himself. Thus in 1007
we passed a sum of £27,595 of which the
Minister spent £24,249 without advice,
whil-st £3,346 was spent after having
been reviewed by the officers of the de-
partment. In 1908 a sum of £25,978 was
voted and of this the Minister spent
£23,782 while the offieers of the depart-
iment were allowed to criticise the ex-
penditure of only £2,196. Then next
year we passed a -sum of £39,783 of
which the Minister spent £28,876 and
the officers criticised an expenditure of
only £10,000. I will ask hon. members
wbtter they are going k) continue this
sort of thing, or to allow it wi he eci
tinned any longer? I introduced a Bill
having for its object the overcoming of
this difficulty, but of course the Govern-
mient did not put it up on the Notice
Paper. I do not desire to stop the vole
for the development of mining. I claimn
that not sufficient money is voted in the
House for the development of mining,.
The mining industry does not receive
sufficient encouragement. I am not com-
plaining of the amount of money ex-
pended, but of allowing that expenditure
to be made by the Mlinister without any
criticism or without any assistance froml
the officers of the Mines Departmenr.
All I want is to see that this Chamber
has sonmc little check on the expenditure
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under the Act. We 'are in this position:
The members for Swan and for Murray
have both drawn atteition to the exist-
ing condition -of affairs, but it is abso-
Iutely) impossible for as to take any
action in tine mlatter. None of us are
(opposed to the vote for development of
wining, but only to tie mnanner of spend-
iog that v-qte. We want somle little check
exercised onl the 'Minister. All we want
is, not to oppose the vote, but to appeal
to the Government to see that it is wisely
expended. In connection with the Audi-
tor General's report, and that page .197
to which the member for Murray has
drawn attention, we find that the balance
'to 30th June, 1908. wnsR £20,739. And*'in
going through t'he moneys advanced or
spent under that Act I find that the
Minister under these Divisions IV. and
VI_ spent £10,837. Thus more than one-
half of it was spent directly by the
Minister, and in every case the report
of 'the Auditor G31eneral is decidedly un-
satisfactory. Trhe Minister for Mines
takes the responsibility of lending that
money.

The Minister for Mines: You know
that is not a loan.

Mr. JOHNSON: It does not matter
what it is; the fact remains that the
Auditor General's report states that it
is unsatisfactory. I could go further
and refer to the items. There is one
under Section 6: "North Star at Mal-
colm, £1,638, repayment due on 31st
December, 1907, interest not met.'' There
is a vote granted by the Minister under
Division VI. and consequently he did it
himself and we look to him to see that
the repayment is made. And so on; in
every ease the Auditor General's re-
marks are decidedly unsatisfactory. It
is too late this session for one to do an;'-
thing in the way of protecting the inter-
ests of the State, hut 1 trust that hon.
members will bear this in wind next ses-
sion and that some action will be taken
to have a proper control and a proper
cheek exercised over the expenditure of
these lump sum votes. Take the next
column :Advances. 1908-9, totalling
£7.40?. And the l14nister tinder these
Divisions IV. and VI. spent L4,15.5, or

more than one-half of it. And one item,
this Calliun Gold Mining Company, the
mining company that came in for somec
criticism in connection with the advance
to Berteaux'-and by the way that parti-
cular advance was given under this self-
same Act-

The Minister for Lands: Who was it
given by?

Mr. JOHNSON: The money was givenr
by tihe Government of the day. It is
true that it was granted by Mr. Hfastie,
but ott the recommendation of the pre-
sent Minister.

Mr. Butcher: It does not matter whomn
it was given by.

Mr. JOHNSON: No, it does not; what
we object to is the Government allowing
the countr~y to be defrauded of the loan.
When we look at the Callion Gold Mine
we find that the loan was made under
Part [V. of the Act. We find 'that they
got £:1.000, and in connection with that
the report says: "Payments not made,
interest not met. 91 7s. 3d. short charged
interest onl 13th June, 1909.'' It has
been stated, and I would like -the Minis-
ter just to say whether it is correct, that
that loan was made to the Callion Gold
Mining Company when he was, not a
member of this House or, in other words,
that Minister lout that £1,000 between
the t6me he was defeated at Menzies and
his ultimate re-election. If that is so
he deserves the severest censure at the
bands of hon. members, especially 'when
we find that the £1,000 has not been re-
paid. but has been lost. I do not desire
to say anytting more in connection with
the Loan Bill. It had been my intention
to) speak as 1 have spoken in connection
with these items under the Loan Esti-
mates, because 1 feel that one has a bet-
ter opportunity of discussing it there;
but. the question having been raised by
the members for Swan and for Murray,
I could not miss the opportunity of eon'-
gratulating those members on having sop
raised it. I trust that they are sincere
in their determination that the practice
will not he continued.

MNr. DRAPER (West Perth): We
have had several bon. members get up
and protest ag-ainst the method of ad-
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vallig as adopted by the Government,
but I understand from the speeches of all
three of them that they intend to vote
for the Bill and. I presume, for all the
items inl thie schedule when it is brought
on. Now, if there is ait abuse which re-
quires to be n'inedied, it may be that '-ot-
img against the Bill will not bring about
mueh result; hut surely it i5 for us to
carefully consider how the abuse may be
remedied. The Auditor General's report
vomnes down year after year. generally
loo late in thet session forI ally adequate
discussion to take plac-e. andi generally
too late for our bringring iup on~ the dis-
cusion~t oil the estintaes thec matters muen-
tioned thereini. Inl the Auditor General's
report for last 'year there were items
charged toD Loan Account which were
im uply ridiculous. The members of this
House are too well acquainted with that
report for it to he necessary for me to
remind them of it. Again, when this
latest report cornea forward we find a
schedule of loans made upon nmining
piroperties and showing- a loss of £28,000,
a record which. I venture to think, would
he sullicicot to procure the dismissal of
anyN bank mnanager of any.) recognised in-
stitution in PerthI. A perusal of the fiures
of the Auditor General with reference
toI lmili h loatis cannot but impress every-
body with :qmu earnest desire to obtain
mrore control ov-er bhe finanees of the
'State. and must also, I think, inspire us
-ith a reluctance to autliorise expendi-
tire or large stums of money under the
heading- id' g-enera] votes. Taking the
schedule whirl, is before uts to-night, we
'have this item put. down uinder thie Agri-
cultural Estimates of "Z140,000, Develop-
ment of Agric-ulture." Now there is not
a miember in this House Whbo is not de-
sirouts of developing agriculture and de-
velopingi it in a legitimate way, but nearly

-everyv member of the House must also
have somne misgivings as to whether this
£140,000 is to be spent on reproductive
,development or whether some portion of
it may not be wasted in burials of gentle-
men along- the rabbit~proof fenice. Then,
take the mining industry. whieh is re-

griled by members as possibly the most
imUJOrtaft-thflngh I do not think it is-
in the State. There are in the schedule

amounts for this purpose amounting to
about £:47,000. The same remark applies
there. What guarantee have wve that a
large portion of this sum will not he
loaned out on mining security, and that
in the next report of the Auditor General
we shall not find that about £E20,000 ls
heenm written off by the Executive Conti-
cil. or that the Government have securi-
ties for that sum which are Hot wo'th
the paiper they are written on. It is- itemns
of this kind that makes members wish
that some change was lpossible with re-
fetence to these large items which are in-
sufticiently ear-inarked. There is another
feature of the Loan Bill again)st which
1 protest, We find here in the schedule
imuinhers of items, amounting altogether
to about :C50,000, to be spent upon public
works which the House have not autho-
rised.

Tfie Minister for Works: Which are
they?

Mr. DRAPER: There is the Wagin-
Darkan railwvay and the Katanning-Shau-
non's Soak railway. Neither of these
railways wvas mentioned at the time of the
general elections. The Wagi-Darkan line
was first mentioned by the Premier at a
meeting along the Great Southern Railway
within the last 12 mouths. These rail-
wais which wve are now asked to find the
funds for have not been authorised by
the House, and when the Bills for their
construction are brought before us it will
be used as anl argm-ient against those
who intend to oppose them, that the
House had already voted the money. and
that, therefore, it would be foolish to
oppose the measure. Surely that is put-
ting the cart before the honse; we should
have the work auithorised by Parliament
first and then power should be obtained
to borrow the money. If not, when the
authorisation is before the House, a pro-
per chance is not given for fair discus-
sion. This state of affairs would pro-
bably be obviated if a proposal were car-
ried out, not necessarily for the appoint-
ment of a Parliamentary committee-
though that might be considered-but for
the appointment of a standing committee
on public works, and that it should he
required that all works should go to that
committee before being brought to the
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R-ouse. If that were done we should
not have Ministers going along the coast

4and promising at every port they stop
at that some public works should be
built. We should not have Mfinisters go-
ing down the Great Southern railway
holding meetings, and, I will not say pro-
mising, but giving a favourable hearing
to deputations pressing for public works
in a district. If all public works had to
bie laid before a committee, the very es-
tablisrhment of that committee would be
a protection to Ministers themselves, w-ho
must often be driven inW a vecry tighr
corner by people who are importunate
enough to urge for pumblic works in their
district, such works being, perhaps, of
-advantage to that district but of no ad-
vantage to the State. We have reached
-a stag-e when we cannot afford to go in
for public works unless they are of per-
ianent advantage to the State.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
H. 01regory) : A good deal has been said
with regard to the Auditor General's
report and the system of giving assist-
ance to mining generally.. During the
past few years, and, in fact, since 1902,
there has been a system adopted, owing
to the great desire expressed by mei-
hers sitting on both sides, of trying in
genuine cases to assist in the develop-
mient of the mining industry. With re-
gard to the statement of the member for
West Perth, in which he referred to the
sum advanced which has be en written
off, I would point out that the figures
he mentioned comprise the total amount
written off since wve started the system
in 1902. It is not the amount written
off in regard to the work done during
the past year, but for the work done
since we initiated the system. The
action taken by the Government has
been that in lieu of mnaking grants or
subsidies, as was done in the past, we
have given assistance which can be
looked tipon as an advance. In each
case a lieit is taken over the property
on which the money is advanced. In
eases where it is fond that the work
recommended was a failure the amount
advanced hiad to be written off. Even
then the total amount set out as having
been written oA is not yet lost. There is

nothing lie £C28,000 written off, and, I
hope, that in many instances we shall
be able to get our money in the endl.
One special instance of assistance hav-
ing been given was in the case of the
North Star mine; Aft Malcolrm Mem-
bers will be able to judge fromn tliw case
whether the scheme adopted by the Gov-
ernment in granting assistance is bene-
ficial. or not. Five years ago Mft. Mal-
colm was one of the poorest commnuni-
ties on the goldields. Upon a sugges-
tion I made to the people there the
residents formed themselves into a small
company to endeavour to open uip a mine
which had been abandoned. This was
the North Star inte. They received
assistance front the Government-I
chink wre gave themn £1,000 to add to
he £700 they had then raised. Sub-

sequently, however, they raised more
money, until the sum they found them-
selves was more than the amouint of the
Government loan. They unwatered the
mine; put a mill on th~e pr-operty, pro-
vided employment for the people. began
to improve their property, got on to
some promising stone, put uip an air
compressor -and a, cyanide plant,
and, I believe, have now got together
assets to the value of over £4,000. Theyv
have not yet repaid the money advanced
by the Government. and we have not
pressed thIL, fur they have been gettinwr
oii their legs" i th by month, anid have
now not only provided £700 a mionth ini
-wages for the people of the listrict, hut
they have also established a cruslh-
ing plant for the p)ublic. We have
first-class seoririty for the mnoney we adl-
vanced. Probably the Anditor General
may have had to point out that there
was a small sumn due for interest, hut
the people have regularly paid the in-
terest on the money advanced, and F
have every belief that we shall get re-
turned to us the money we advanced.

Mr. George: They were to repay in
December, 1907.

The MA1NST1ER FOR MiUNES: We
gave them assistance originally to en-
water the mine and to put a 10-head
mill on the property. Since then they
found they would need a cyvanide plant.
which cost them a fair amount. and
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they found anl air compressor was
also necessary. They also found they
had not sufficient boiler power, so they
gave anl order for a boiler which cost
over £400. They hlave installed all that
plant, therefore, I am satisfied that the
assistance in that ease was warranted.

Mr. Gleorge: Have you security onl the
plant?

'The 'MINISTER FOR M%,INES: Yes;
a first security. I look upon that as a
particularly good case.

Mr. Taylor: That ranks amiong the
best.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We
have better Securities thant 11li1t. When
we initiated the scheine the idea was
that the Grovernment w.ould give assist-
ance year by year to aid in thle develop-
mnental wrork of the mines, aid mnost of
the eases where we have found it neces-
sary to write off the advances occurred
'when we gave assistnc<.e for develop-
ment. I am tired of mnaking advances
for this purpose, for i have found that
in so many eases, more especially w'here
the money was lent ill small sumts, it
always ended in finiaucial lossq to the
State. In all the other Stales the Mines
Department are entrusted with funds
which they grant as, subsidies for aiding
in the development of mines by, for in-
.staiice. borins.t work, and large dtevelop-
itietit work to prove whether the mining
propositions are payable or not.
Year- ago we spent thousands of
pounds around Coolgardie, Ranowvns,
and other p~lae, in boring, and
in endeavouring to give assistance
to mining. These sums, never ap-
peared as debits for they were given
as subsidies, and do not appear, as the
items now under discussion appear onl
the Loan Estimates. I insisted that in
even' ease we must have a lien f or money
advanced, and the Auditor General is
compelled to show in connection
wkith the advances, either that they
hlave not been recovered or that the in-
terest has not been paid.

Mr. Johnson : There is a g-ood deal
written off.

The MINISTER F011 MINES:-
About £4.000. Although entrusted with
a very large suni last year the depart-

ment did not spend anything like the
ainount allocated to them: for the bal-
ance was some £C14,000 less than I had
autthority to advance, Under the Esti-
mates last year the House entrusted to
the Mlinister L29,000 to spend ; of this
only £14,863 was spent in the development
of mining. The member for Guildford
hums drawn attention to the fact that
large sums have beet] granted under a
certain section of the Act, which gives the
Minister full control without reports
from his advisers. The hon. member
might have said that the greater portion
spent was with regard to the erection
of State batteries. He knows well that
iii regard to the expenditure of this sort
the only times I have ever acted without
having recommendations from the offi-
cers were in petty little cases where,
probably, a mant received assistance to
go into the back counttry, or where a
mian wais supplied with a, couple of
horses and a dray to go out prospecting,
and even then I was always very careful
as to the character of the man. Other-
wise I have niever thought of -making
-rants or expetnding money unless
thiey -went through the officers and
recommendations were mnade. In all
instances such eases are reported on first
hy thme itnspeetor of mines, then by the
Stale 'Mining Engineer, and then go
throu~lt time Under Secretary for 'Mines
before coining to me. Then, very fre-
qutently, Ca binet approval is first ob-
taincti.

Mr. George: Who is responsible?
The MiNISTER FOR MINES: The

Minister is responsi-ble because he listens
to the members and because members, as
a rule, have desired that there should be
certan assistance giveni to the mining in-
dlustry and for this pur-pose these items
nrc allocated. Take the positioni of Mft.
Morgans. Only recently the local people
formed a syndicate and asked for assist-
ance from the Government for diamond
drilling. We gave them assistance to the
extent of 30s. in the pound for boring,
%%ith the result that at 200 ft. they struck
an ore body going from 11 to 14 dwts.

(Sitting suspended from 6.15 to ?.3O
p-m.)
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: When
the House adjourned at the tea hour I
-was explaining the assistance which bed
teen given in many instances in connec-
tion with the development of mining, and
endeavouring to point out -to hon. mem-
bers that whereas in the other States the
assistance given was usually in the form
of a subsidy, here, in every instance, -the
.advances which bad 'been made had been
in the nature of a loan. I thinki it is
patent to anyone who has followed min-
ing in Western Australia that there has
been a dearth of capital for many year,;
and I have been waking strong efforts to
try and induce local people, more especi-
Ay those resident in mining localities,
to formi themselves into companies with a
view of trying to bring about develop-
ment in their own districts, and promis-
ig them assistance from this vote if they
would forn -themselves into local syndi-
cates. suibject to their applications for
assistance being approved by the State
Mfining Engineer. Ini connection with
this policy there has been a. small fail-
ure in Coolgardie, ad a small failure at
Menzies and a large failure at Gieen-
bushes, although in connection with the
work done at Gireenhbushes, I think that
the ultimate end of our expenditure will
be to profitably develop lode tin in that
district. I was explaining how -the peo-
ple at Mount Morgans and at Leonora
had formed thiemselves into companies
and raised money for -the purpose of car-
rying out boring operations and endea-
vouring to prove that there were lodes
worthy of development in their district.
in Leonora a large amount was subscribed
locally and the Government assisted these
people, 'but unfortunately their work was
without result. At MNount Morgans they
were fortunate in striking and prov-
ing a large lode which on assay
gave from 11 to 14 dwts. Ft is
the intention of the local people
there with small Government assistance
to sink a main shaft to intercept this lode,
and I am -hopeful that we will'have done
something to prove that the loan in this
ease has been a great advantage to the
people theme. We -hare also done some-
thing similar at Mount Malcolm. This
item has been questioned by the Audi-

tor General, but I pointed out howv
enormous sums of -money w-ere spent on
boring operations even before I took
office, the whole of the expenditure having
been carried out by the Crown in connec-
tion with the development of mining. In
no instances (1o reports show thazt the
Minister at any time was questioned for
following this course. JAy policy has
been to induce local companies to be
formed amongst residents in various
places, and on the advice of the Inspec-
tor of Mines we gave the Kanowna
residents assis.tance and we pre-
pared an agreement which these
People Signied that when called upon
by the Government they 'shall give
us absolute security. The Auditor Gen-
eral was not aware that the undertaking
was in force. When I last visited Kan-
owna I was under the impression from.
the reports I had that they were obtain-
ing fairly good results there from the
money which 'had been expended. That
is the position in a nut-shell so far as we
are concerned. We have not followed the
procedure adopted in the other States and
in no instances has money been advanced
without the recommendation of the State
Mining Engineer ha~ving first., been ob-
tained, and in no instances where a large
sum of money has been involved, has it
been ranted with out the consent of the
Cabinet having first been obtained.
The remarks of the mnemiber for
Guildiford withi regard to ray halving
power to lend these moneys without 'te
approval of the Government are to some
extent true, hut the advances so made in
connection with these matters have been
mnostly wi th rega rd to thle erectionl o f Go '--
erment mills. In this instance the Act
does not say that the State Mfining En-
grineer shall recommend before the money
can be advanced, -Yet it has always been
the practice: and it always will be the
practice that the approval of the offieers
will be obtained before the authority is
granted. There are not many instances
in which we have given assistance-for
instance, at Mfarvel Loch we made an ad-
vance in connection with the erection of
a battery. There wve have smcuritvy:
and in this instance we have obtained
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flint-elass security which might be said
to be worth £3,000 or £4,000, or even
£.5,000. I have not forced the strict car-
rying out of this agreement in connec-
tion with repayments of the amounts
owing to the financial difficulties in which
the borrower found himself and if
T enforced payment I woutld lose t-he
agreemnent because the money would .be
paid up by the other creditors, and I
would l(oze the right to compel this per-
son to crushi for the public.

if1r H~ieitmnan: On what conditions do
they crush for the public 'I

The MINISTER FOR MIFNES : I
cannot say exactly from memory, but re-
cently there were some complaints about
the mianner in which the 'Marvel Loach
people wvere treating their customers, and
I 'had the question looked into. There
are certain reasons why a schedule can-
net be given in connection with our or-
dinary developmental work. At the pre-
sent time it is intended to expend a sum
of £3,500 in the construction of a large
dam near the Marvel Loch. I have also
given instructions for the expenditure of
between £700 and £800 -on that country
north of Southern Cross in -the direction
of providing water supplies. Tf we are
going to assist development it is essential
that work of this -nature should be done
as the discoveries -take place. This must
be done quickly if iA is to -be of any ad-
vanitage to the people. We are also hav-
ing surveys made in connection with Plhe
provision of a water supply for the
Norseman people. A request has been
miade by those people and -the mine ow-
ners there tha~t -we s'hould connect the
Norseman district with the goldfields
water supply scheme. There is no jus-
tification, hiowever, to go to such an enor-
mnous expense as this woulO involve, and
which I do not -think would he justified
at the present -time, yet with the know-
ledge we have of this district and know-
ing that the present watersheds in and
around Norseman, and -the tanks there
are insuifficient to meet the requirements
of the people, and knowing that year
after year the Government have had to
construct condensers to provide water for
the people in that district, in view of all

these facts we decided that a survey
should be -made of the district around
Norseman, and it is possible that this year
I will ask the Government -to agree to an
expenditure of about £18,000 to construct
a large ireservoir in that district. As far
as 'the development of mining by the ex-
pen diture of money on water supplies,
etcetera, is concerned it is impossible to
give a full and detailed schedule because
we have to act promptly if we desire to
assist districts where new discoveries are
made. It is essential in connection
with work of this sort to depend
upon the Government administering
the affairs of the country at the
time rather than wait to bring down a
schedule which may take -twelve mouiths
to prepare and some considerable time
afterwards before we can put the
work in hand. I assure hon. members
that I am tired of the criticism whichb'as
timre after time been made in connection
with the granting of advances from the
Mining Development Vote, and I am
quite prepared, until we meet Parliament
again, and until we can devise some way
of placing the responsibility on others, I
am content if hon. members desire, to
stay my teind and to make no further
advances beyond those which have been
promised tip to the present time.

Mr. Heirmaiti: I do not think that
iiiiing members are asking you to go so
far.

The INISTER FOR 'MINES: I
think hon. members are asking mue to go
so far especially thbe leader of the Op-
position. If it is the express wish of
members that I should refrain from mak-
ing any further loans until such time as
we can amend the Mines Development
Act anid provide some other way of deal-
ing with these matters. I am qmnte con-
tent -to close down. I do not want to be
misunderstood, for so long as, I am ill
this position I absolutely refuse, while
the money is voted, to tie my hands in
any way in the direction of obtain~ug
water supplies in outback districts where
new places are being opened up,
but so far as lending on maining pro-
positions other than those already de-
cided upon I shiall he quite satisfied to
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stay my hand and refuse to make further
advances until we amend our existing
law.

Mr. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret): It
is not my intention to delay discussion
on the second reading of the Loan Bill,
but it is necessary owing to the statement
mode by the Minister for M4ines in con-
nection with die vote for -the development
of our mines and our mining industry
generally that at least this side of Ifie
House shou'd not be misrepresented in
any way by the speech delivered by the
Minister. I desire to point out that ever
since 1 have been in the House and have
listened to the discussqions and have taken
part in them it has been the desire of
the goldfields members that it is abso-
lutely necessary that, the State should
spend money from loan to develop our
minin .g resources in keeping with the
other indlustrieF. Not only are thle Op-
position satisfied thlat we should develop
our goldflelds, but they are satisfied we
should develop our agricultural, squat-
ting, -timber, and other industries in the
State. We recognise the greatness of the
State depends upon the prosperity of our
industries. One would be led to believe.
however, Eroml the speech of the Minister
for Mines, that the goldfields members
who are largely represented onl the Op-
p'ostiom seats tire against voting money
for developing the mining industry. We
have no objection to money being spent
wisely for the development of anly In-
dlustry, hut we hare objection to the
system under which the vote is controlled.
We object to the power being placed in
tile hands of any one individual, the Atii-
ister for Mines for the time being, and
-irinir him control over large amiounts
Of loan nioneys to spend at his own sweet
will: for practically thant is thle positionI:
and I have opposed it on several occasions;
iii the House. I tfhink on the last Loan
Estimates I pointed out that it would1 be
wise if the Minister would bring down
his Estimates allocating certain amounts
to each goidmining district, and not as
now in (me lump sum by which those who
can reach the Minister and the officers onl
whom the Minister largely depends and
who cani bring forward the most reason-

able or feasible arguments in favour of
getting a Joan for certain purposes are in
muost eases, sticcesa9ful. I want -to remove
the idea that the Opposition in any way
object to the vote except as to the way
in which it is administered. I shall not
read the Auditor General's report; it has
already been read this evening by several
.speakers; but it should be read; every
membter should kuow every word of it.
The Auditor General is the Only officer
directly responsible to Parliament, the
only officer handling the funds of the
State, whether revenue or loan, who is
beyond the Mlinisters and who is only
responsible to Parlianient. Thle Auditor
General is the only servant Parliament
has, and Parliament should at least take
some notice of hlis. report.

Mr. Angwin: Parliament does.
Mr. TAYLOR: flow can we take that

notice when the report was only laid on
the Table last Thursday or Friday and
when in all probability we will prorogue
to-morrowY' The Minister :for Works
hopes so. If it be not the desire to pro-
rogue to-morrow why all these all-night
sittings, why all those packages of kapok
and mattresses and stretchers in the cor-
ridor to keep Ministers' friends eosy and
warni at night and to bludgeon the Esti-
mates through at an early hour in the
nurning? I say it is uin-fair not only to
members from the point of view of their
health but to the country. If every elec-
tor in Western Australia knew as well as
we do how these Estimates are passed,
how measures become law when passed
in the weary hours of the -morning through
all-night sittings, they would not tolerate
it.

The Minister for Mines: 'You had an
all-night sitting once.

M1r. TAYLOR: That was through the
unreasonableness of those then in Oppo-
sition. I say the present Opposition -have
been more generous to the Government
and fairer to the Government and have
helped the Government more than any
Opposition in the past. At any rate we
should 'take notice of the Auditor Gene-
ral's report. Not only thare there been
uncomplimentary remarks, to say the least
of them, on the administration of the
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Mines Department and the Treasury, but
practically every department in the State
ls been criticised severely. If the hon.
~gentlemen now in charge of the purse-
strings of the State were wvorking for
private employers and auditors criticised
their balance-glbeets in the same tone and
in the same language as the Auditor Gene-
ral has used in criticising the State bal-
ance-sheet, they would at least have felt
like tendering their resignations, the
whole box and dice of them; but we see
no sign of it in this instance. We have
had criticisms in the Auditor General's
reports on past Governments, but I do
not think they have been so glaring as
those on this occasion. It is indeed for-
tunate for the Government that the Audi-
tor General's report reached us so late.
Whatever is the reason for the lateness
oif the ieport the House should know. We
should at least have the Auditor General's
report simultaneous with the Budget
speech, or at least while the Budget is
tinder discussion.

Mr. George: The criticisms were so
strong that they melted the type.

Mr. TAYLOR: If the lion. member
cannot cool the type he can at least urge
the Government to do something in keep-
ing with the Auditor General's report
to remove the difficulty of melting
any type in future, and to prevent the
House from being in the hopeless position
through the absence of his report of hav-
ing to discuss the finances without the
advice of the Auditor General. What-
ever the reason for the lateness of the
report, the Government should take steps
to remove it. They should perhlaps alter
the Audit Art. Whatever the reason be
the Auditor General should be aware of
it. The Government should arrange mat-
ters by which members of Parliament
could be advised by their only sen-ant,
the Auditor General, on the finances of
the State, and as to how they are being
expended. We have heard a great deal
about the Alines Department and about
how members on both sides of the House
have objected to the way in which the
moneys have been expended utnder the
development vote. Unfortunately I was
absent from the Chamber for a few

minutes after the adjournment because I
was having a few minutes' conversation
with Mr. Will Crooks, a distinguished
visitor from the Old Country; but in uWj
hearing the Minister for Mines, in de-
fenice of his department and of the
moneys lent, cited two eases in which
moneys were lent with great success. I
concur wvith the Minister as to these two
cases. Oue was the North Star mine of
Mount 'Malcolm. It is not in my district
now, but it was at one time, and I know
the locality wvell, and I know as a nmining
camp it was absolutely reduced to a little
commercial centre. I do not think I am
overstating it whlen I say that. However,
the Minister canme to the rescue oh' the
local people when they banded themselves
together by forming a local syndicate to
prospect the mine that 'had been left as
practically valueless and on which all the
machinery had been pulled down. The
Minister lent them the money and since
then they have been working practically
full time for two years and have been
paying away £E600 or £700 in wages.
Apparently they are getting on amicably
and well so far as the wvages men and
themselves are coucerned.

The Minister for Mines: And they give
its a State battery there.-

Mr. TAYLOR: I admit there is an
undesirable class of people in employ-
ment there, but the Minister is not res-
ponsible for that. The assistance has
done good to that place, and theMi-
ster has put forward a case in which I
must say he was absolutely correct, that
is in regard to the way he stated it. Also
comiing- nearer home to Mount Morgans,
they were subsidised thirty shillings in
the pound for boring, and the diamond
drill has proved beyond a doubt there
is a lode carrying gold from fldwts. to
l4dwts. to the ton.

The Minister for Mines: What I want-
ed to point out particularly was that I
induced the local people to put up aome-
thing.

Mr. TAYLOR: I understand the local
people are now negotiating to sink shaft4
and to further develop. I hope the Mini-
ster will not stay his hand in developing
the goldfields of the State. I want to
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emuphasise the need for caution, and I
say the responsibility is too great for the
Minister to have the power of dealing
with the loan vote for development pur-
poses on the goldfields, and that
there should be somne other mode of
dealing with it; but at the same
time I hope thle Minister will not
shut down until the Act is altered and
other conditions are made and some
one put in a responsible position for
dealing with the vote because it is some-
wvhat outside the administration of the
Minister; I hope he will continue to use
that discretion that is necessary to safe-
guard the State in keeping with giving
the many areas that assistance necessary
to push them along. I hope the Minister
for Agriculture wvill do the sme. I ex-
pect failures. Anyone who does not ex-
pect failures is a fool. We cannot ex-
pect to be successful at every turn. At
the same time we do not want our failures
to outweigh our successes too much. If
they do we shall go to the wall. We do
not want failures through neglect. We
do not want failures through not going
thoroughly into a proposition and
analysing it from bottom to top
and ascertaining whether there is a
possibility of its being successful or not.
We must not deal with these things with
our eyes shut. A great deal of care
and caution should be exercised in all our
industries. I venture to say the Minis-
ter for Lands, who is controlling thle
Agricultural Department. Ias been as
great an offender as the Minister for
Mines, and, perhaps, greater. We have
not on this side men representing farm-
ing areas, and we are not likely to k-now
agricultural matters so well as the gold-
fields, It is impossible for its tn have the
same knowledge of the agricultural areas
as those inenibers representing agricul-
turn1 constituencies, but by reading the
report of the Auditor General he could
speak at great length of the shorteominos
of the Agricultural Department. not-
withstanding that the member f or Nor-
tham, in the opinion of the Press of the
country, is a heaven-born administrator
in agricultural matters. I believe the
Press have put him on a pedastal so high
that it will take himi all his time to re-

main there. By his own individual efforts
lie will not be able to climb higher than
the Press have put him. They have
placed on him a task too hard; they have
given him a reputation too great for htim
to live up to. That is one of the great
failings of public men in this Stabs. I
make no distinction. A mual may come
into this House with a reputation which
the Press has given him. He may be said
to have the brains of a Solomon, Parlia-
mentary experience as great as that of
the late Mr. Gladstone, and the persua-
sive powers of a 'Napoleon. But the
Press have set him up too high, and when
lie comes into the House and meets or-
dinary men, with little or no ability-
according to the Press-whei he goes in-
to the rough and tumble of debate het
comes out badly. But if the man comes
in without any laudation from the Press
lie would probably hold his own. 1 did
not come in wvith any reputation, I do
not know if I have made any, but I have
enough knowledge to know that these
Estimates should be severely criticised by
this House. I shall oppose the second
reading, but I hope members will deal
with this Bill as it should be dealt with
in Committee, notwithstanding the desire
that we should prorogue to-morrow, or
the day after, or next week. We are
now voting to the Government the power
to borrow money and to spend money.
We have already voted the Revenue Es-
timates in the late 'hours of the session
without being able to give them that con-
sideration which they should get. Why,
the whole of the railway vote was passed
in the night. I left here at .20 minutes
past 11, and I read in the morning that
the Government had galloped them
through. The Minister for Railways had
them greased with the latest tip-to-date
anti-friction fat: I have that from a
railway man.

Mr. George: They went through at
four o'clock in the morning.

Mr. Heitmaun: We rang you tip.
Mr. TAYLOR: We thought the meni-

her for Murray would give some infor-
iatioii to the House, but lie was at hiomec

in the arms of sleep. Whatever lose my
absence was to the House. the absence of
the member for Murray was a distinct
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loss on these Railway Estimates, and his
absence a distinct gain to the Govern-
merit, because if there is one man in this
Chamber who should know something
about the Railway Estimates it is the
member for Murray, after his five years
experience as Commissioner of Railways
of this State, and his experience in deal-
ing with public works before entering
on that position. T do not say this be-
cause the hon. member sits opposite to
me, but I give the bon. member credit for
being just as much interested in the wel-
fare of the State as myself, and if the
lion, member possesses any knowledge
whbich is of value to the country Jie, as
a member of the House, would he only
too willing- to zive that information to
the House and to members who hare
not that knowledge, and especially to put
the Goverm.'nent onl the right track from
a financial point of v'iew. Anyone who
listened to the meimber speaking on the
.second reading of this Bill this after-
noo01 must realise that. The Minister for
Works reaiised it to the full, because he
never took his eves off the member for
Murray.

T-he Minister for Works: I cannot
take my eyes off you.

Mr. TAYL')R: The Minister wanted
to know wxhat was comning next. I am
not a thoughlt reader, but I have watched
the Minister for Works so long--wehave
always been onl opposite sides-that T
canl almost tell what he is thinking about,
especiaftly when under the lash of criti-
cism from a member of his own side,
not to say from a member of the Op-
position side. I do object to the Esti-
mates an.] the business of the enuntrv
being delayed, and work being earried onl
until six o'clock in the morniing-fromn
half-past four until six or eight o'clock
in the morning-it is unfair. Members
who grace the Treasury bench, and
members opposite the Government. would
not allow their private businesses to be
dealt with in such a manner. If mem-
bers 'had men workeing for them and do-
ing their busins, and they found them
working until three or four o'clock in the
morning, they wouldl say, "These men are
not equal to the task, I must rejtlaee them
with better men. I cannot get the best

brains of any mian at three o'clock in the
morning after 'he has been in his office
all day." No man is able to work well
after 20 hours, his 'brains are not as keen
as they should be. I have had experi-
eince in that direction, and I can speak
with authority.

The M1inister for Mfines: Yes: on both
sides.

M.Nr. TAYLOR : I have stood oil the
Government side and defended the posi-
tion for hours and I have stood on this
side and hare defended the ponsition for
hours, and I do object, and T hope it will
be the last time the Government will try
to force business through this House.

Mr. George: Let us bave an eight
hours' day.

Mr. TAYLOR: 1 will tell the lion.
member the reason why I have sat fight-
ing- when onl the Government side, be-
cause of the unfair criticism levelled by
the then Opposition. I wvant to say in
conclusion that it is necessary, as the
IMinister pointed out, that our Gotdfields
Water Supply should be looked after to
help to open up the country. I do not
want the Minister and the people of the
eountry to think members oil the Oppo-
sition side of the House mish to oppose
a vote for the developing of our indus-
tries. -Members from tile proldfilds are
julst as eager as inemrbers froin the
coast to assist in developing the indus-
tries of the country. Whatever indus-
trties deserve support from the Govern-
ment should get it. The Auditor Geni-
eral has pointed out the wrong that is
done in the various departments. The
Minister controlling the Mines Depart-
mnen t anmd the Agnculttral Department
has tot, much power. Ministers will, I
believe, agree with me that the Estimates
should be broughbt down in a different
form: I hope that they will do this. The
Minister for Lands 'has been severely
criticised this afternoon in connection
with the loan to the late member for
Coolgardie, to prove whether the soils
around Coolgn-die are suitable for grow-
ing vegetables. Having a knowledge of
what is going on there I spoke to the
Minister, and told him I believed the
Government would be wise in lending
money to Dr. Ellis to experiment, be-
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cause, if Dr. Ellis does anything, he goes
in for experiments.

11r. Angwin: He is a faddist-
Mr. TAYLOR:. The Government did

not lend the money to Dr. Ellis without
knowing how it would be expended. The
Government lent Di-. Ellis one of their
experts so that he might go to Cool-
gardie, Dr. Ellis paying the man's wvages.
This expert went there to put his know-
ledge of growing vegetables under this
form of irrigation to a practical test, but,
unfortunately, the whole thing, was not
a success; still, it was money well spent.
So far as the Government are concerned
they only had a mortgage over the mia-
terial that was bought.

Mr. George: No; the bank got the
first.

Mr. TAYLOR: Most of the money was
expended in buying pipes for the irriga-
tion works and glass for covering, and
the Government has a mortgage over
that. The mortgage on the other pro-
perty was wholly of a diffeirent nature,
but the mortgage the Governmeut got
was on the property that wvas bought
with the money lent. The property is
there, and it was a wise experinment inl
that particnlar. Wh~en, yo take into
consideration that Dr. Ellis himself has
sp~ent £2,000, or £3,000 or £4,000 in this
experimenrtal work, and he has to-day one
of the largest, if not the largest, poultry
farms in Western Australia: when you
think of at man ruinning- the largest poul-
try farm in Western Australia in Cool-
gardic. a place we thought would never
do anything years ago.

Mr. Meflowall: Nonsense.
Mr. TAYLOR: I am not speaking in

disparaging terms, but I am speaking of
long before the lion, member went there.
I was there, and we never dreamt that
anything would grow there, and if the
Government lost the wrhole of the £200
it would be nothing in an experiment of
that kind in that part of the country.
We have spent thousands of pounds on
our ag-ricultural areas to develop them,
and if this project at Coolgardie had
been successful as far as the scientific
knowledge could be brought to bear on
it, and had proved that it was a success,
with the markets right at the door on thme
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±roldlields, it would have been a grea t
hoon to the State, and would have been
it boon to the goldfields so that the people
could get their vegetables right at their

ownu door.
Mr. Johnson: The Government tried it

before.
Mr. TAYLOR: Not in the same form.
say if you try a place where there

has never previously been an experiment
You must realise that there is a g-reat
chance of its being a failure. If we go
down to Katanuing to attempt to grrow
wheat we do not expect a failure. This

money :~ waasZ spn vh h odfed ere

tem of irrigation the venture would be
successful. .f have nothing to say against
it-nor merely because Dr. Ellis is a
friend of mine; I say the Minister did
what I would have done myself, and I
hope hie wvill do it again; not there per-
haps, but in another part of the State
where anyone can be found whto is en-
terprising enough to spend thousands of
his own money in experiment and, be-
coming short of money, applies to the
Governmkent for £200 or- £300 with which
to continue the experiment. I say' the
Minister would be lacking in his duty to
the State if lie withheld that assistance.
It is only after failures that we can ex-
pect to suicced. I have eve ' confidence
that even yet the goldfields will produce
all classes of vegetables and cereals. I
can hark back to the time when, in New
South Wales. areas Ihat now glrow splen-
did wheat were regarded as desert. The
soil in Coolgardie is quite as goodl as that
I am speaking of, and the rainfall in
tiOwleardie to-day is better thau it was
when first I knew Coolgardie. I know
that on the Flinders, on the Hareoti, on
the Cooper and along the Gunlf of Car-
pentaria. w'hen I was, there in the seven-
ties, you could see nothing growing ex-
cept what was indigenouns to the district.
To-day' those places are just as full of
blooms as are the suburbs of Perth. No
doubt the population influences the
climate, and I have every hope that with
our beautiful goldfields soils and an im-
proving rainfall we will Yet produce all
that is required to supply those markets.
We must spend money in developi-c our
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industries, and] I do not want this side
of the Rouse to be misrepresented. This
side of thle House are just as anixiouus to
push on every industry as are the Gov-
ernlment. I ami indeed sorry that the
Minister for Mines made the statement
lie did which called me to my feet, other-
wise I Would not 'have spoken onl the
second reading of the Bill.

Mr. HEITMAWN (Cue) : 1 want to
say a few words in reference to the ap-
plication of this vote to mining. I would
not have risen lint for the statement
made by the Minister for Mines, a state-
ment that would indicate to the country
that this side of the House, the mining
umemnbers, were objecting to the money
constituting the development vote being
spent onl the goldfields. I think that
from a Minister who base had control of
the Mlines Department and the expendi-
ture of loan moneys in that department
for many years past-I think that
gentleman knows perfectly well that
never yet has a member of this Chamber
said he objected to spending loan moneys
for development purposes--it is one of
the most spineless statements that could
come from a Minister of the Crown.
Daring -the five years I have occupied a
seat in this Chamber I have never yet
heard a member object to the develop-
ment of our inldustries. But the Minis-
ter complains of the criticism. He said:-
"I -am tired of -this continual criticism
of my action in the expenditure of this
money." And hie added: "I will stay
my hand and from this oat, beyond the
few votes I have promised, I will spend
no maore money. " We have beard similar
remarks many times from the Minister.
We have heard him say he aid not like
thle responsibility thrown on him in .he.
expenditure of this money; and again
we have heard him say that he liked not
the responsibility of the for-feiture siid
granting of leases. Yet we know that
time after time hie has overridden and
reversed the decisions of the wardens on
the goldfields, men who bare known
the full] particulars of the eases. The
Minister, on ex-parte statements, has not
only refused to act upon the recom-
mendation of the wardens but he has
reversed their decisions amid niot given

the opposite side a re-hearing. This is
the 'Minister who objects to criticism. Let
uts for a mnoment consider a few of thle
cases we have heard criticised. Let us
see IL4iW this Minister has supported -Iie
mining- industry ftou this development
vrote. Among the cases quoted I heard
no mention of the case at Yalgoo of
Messr'S Wilson and M1oxon, prospectors;
who did nut bare a lease. Nevertheless
the Minister granted £300 or £400 for
thie working. without investigation of
anyv sort, and without the matter being
referred to the inspector of mines in the
district. The Minister who objeets :u.
criticism granted them £300 or £400.
Again, 1 have applied once or twice r
assistance for my own district. I cannot
find the same promptness, in dealing with
applications as the Minister displayed
in this case. I know that personal feel-
ing piays too prominent a part in the
allocation of this vote. I know there are
ini in my district who can get anything
tiley ask, from thle Mines Department,
While Others Much miore deserving arre
refused assistance by this Minister for
Mines who objects so strongly to criti-
cism. I canl quite understand the atti-
tude of the 'Minister. He will go out
into the country and say, "IJ cannot
grant you any assistance. for the Oppo-
sitioli disallow it: the Opposition have
refused it."' It is no wonder the Oppo-
sitionl criticise himl. Wvere I in thle Minis-
ter 's place and had I carried out the
work he has carried out diiring the last
six or eight years. then in spite of the
miemtbers of this House, if I thought I
had been doing right I would continue to
gOoon as; I had gone on inl the Past. But
the Minister hans told us all along that
hie believed lie was right, and now,
simuply because he has met with criticism,
hie ttllrniOtIiid and %aS "I Will refuse
all assistance in the future."~ So lie
coindens his policy of miany years past.
I hare never heard a weaker or more
cowardly statement from any Minister
of the Crown than the statement made
by the Minister for Mines this evening.

Mr. FOULKES (Claremont) : I think
hon. memibers can ignore any com-
ments made by the Auditor General, for
the reason, that for all practical pur-
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poses that gentleman's report is of no
value, coming as it does only a day or
two before the expiration of the session.
So long as it is t'he practice for the Audi-
tor General's report to be brought down
at the tail end of the session it will be
impossible to give the report any proper
consideration. Yea~r after year the same
complaints are made, and one could get
quite despondent, for one feels that it
is useless to try to criticise unless the
report is brought down at the proper
time.

The Minister for 'Mines: It is brought
down as soon after the end of the finn 1-
cial year as possible.

Mr. FOULKES: 'Then let us alter 'he
financial ,year. For practical purposes
it is of no use our having the Auditor
General at all, because his report comes
down so late. A good deal of the dis-
cussion has come 'from goldfi elds' miem-
hers in regard to the Mining Develop-
ment Vote expended by the Minister for
Mines. I symnpathise very much with
the position of the Minister for Mines,
who by now must realise that it is an
impossible one. He has as much courage
as any other hon. member and is never
a fraid to face responsibility, but he is
placed in an exceedingly awkward posi-
tion. He is expected as Minister for
Mines to decide what loans and advance;
should be made to the various prospnc-
tors and other individuals who carry on
mining development work. How is it
possible for any Minister who has '
spend nine months of his time in Peelh
to give adequate consideration as to
what is the best arrangement to make
with regard to these advances. The
position is this: It is just the same as if
the agriculturists were to come to the
Minister for Lands and ask him to make
advances for the purpose of improving
their holdings. No Minister for Lands
would ever undertake that responsibility,
and it was because of ibis that when the
Agricultural Bank Bill was drafted one
of the first clauses put in the Bill was
that to provide for thie appointment of
a board to say what advances should be
made. Therefore. I would strongly re-
commend the Minister to consider the
advisability-and lie must see that the

time has arrived when it would be betlPr
for him that this should be done-of
having a board appointed to say howv
these advances for mining development
should be made. It is placing the Minis-
ter in a most unfortunate position. If
the advances turn out successful one
does not hear anything about it. These
advances may very often have been made
from the developmental vote on securi-
ties which were not very good; they cer-
tainly could not be described as first-
class securities, If they were first-class
securities no difficulty would be experi-
enced in getting help for them from the
financial institutions. If the advances
turn out to be a loss, then the M1inister
is criticised and blame is attached to
him, for lie is accused of having been
careless in advancing money on proposi-
tions that do not turn out well. He is
also placed in another very awkward
position if lie refuses to make these ad-
vances, for then lie is criticised on that
score. The result is that he is placed in
a most unfortun-ate position; he is fight-
ing a losing battle, and it is impossible
for him to give satisfaction. Even wvhen
the advances turn out well there is nit
particular advantage to the department,
for all they get back is the principal and
a certain amount of interest. That is
not a sufficient roturn to the State. Sup-
posing the Minister makes an advance
Of £:2,000 to miners for opening up a
mine, and that advance carries with it
interest at the rate of 6 or 7, or even If)
per cent. If the property turns out a
great success the department only gels
back the two thousand pounds and the
interest.

Mr. Johnson: There may be hundreds
of thunsands of pounds paid in wages.

Mr. FOtTLKES: If the Minister 'makes
this adlvance he should get a certain roy-
alt' vtront the mine.

.Mr. 'McDowall: Why' not make the
farmers do the samie9

Mr. FOULKES: Because the risks arc
mutch bigger on the mining propositions.
This is not a new idea because the prin-
ciple has been established in the Trans-
v-ast. Lord Mfilner took care when the
diamond fields were opened up to sce
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that one-half of the profits should be
reserved for the State.

Mr. MeDowall: You are now arguing
in favour of the nationalisation of thle
land.

Mr. FOLKES: No, I amn not. Whec
the Stdfe muake advances for opening
up a mine they should receive a certain
jier-enilge of the prits. li looking
through the items I realise that while
there may be some difference of opinion
as to the various direotions in -which thle

muny i t~ bespent. still we unist agree

very much to the prosperity of the State.
I very mnuch regr-et to see that tihe ques-
lion of immigration has rnot received more
attention. There is only a sumn of £16,000
put dowIn foir the purpose of enicouraging
imigrationl. It is all verywl obr
r-ow large stuens of money to construct
public works, bult unless we have a suffi-
cient number of peop~le here to take ad-
vani age of those public works it is not
likely they wvill turn out to be as success-
ful as we would hope to see them. There
is provision here for the construction of
a g-reat numtber of railways -and we all
know [lhat our proportion of population
per mile of railways is the smallest iii
Australia. Ini the last few years although
there has been anl enormouts lot of money
borrowed. thne ilicrease of poplationi has
heen exceedingl ,y small. I believe that
dluring thle last twelve 11min [s the excess
Of unmigratirn over emigration has been
only about 1,500. Thne only kind of imi-
migr-ant we wani here is the agriculturist.
and T ami very s orryv that e-eater pro-i-
sionl is nlot miade to deicourage this class
of immigrant tL ollOIie out tor our ag-ri-
eultural districts.

31lr,. 3lrelou-aIll We vatnot hind erarra"n
tent for our own) people now.

-Nir. I"OCIKES: The snin of £C16,000
is totally inadequate it we are to have a
properly organised Sehietne. If some suchi
sc-intne were adopted the sum of seventy
or eighty thousand pounds should he set
down. At present the work is done on the
most liaphazard lines. One year £,5.000
is voted. Another £8,000. anld this year
we have £16,000. There is no continuity
in the system, practically no organisation.
There is now- only one mian in Great

Britain and Ireland going about inform-
ing- the people what the prospects of agri-
culture an-e inl this State. In the Eastern
States w-c have practically only one man
whor gives information, and he is tied to
.%ielbure. The officer in charge there
hans no timne to go into the country dis-
tricts. A t present in England 'Mr. Ran-
ford has to do all the work. Instead of
getting J3.500 people each year in excess
of [be emnigration 'ye should be getting
40,000 oi- 530,000. It would be as easy
to do that a.- to get 2,000 if we initiated
a proper seheme. This system of send-
ing one man to deal wvith the 44 millions
of people in the old country is the most
ridienlom.s I have come across for many
veers. The muember for Coolgardie says
we cannot find employment for the people
we hav here now. It is true that it is
extremely difficult to find employment for
the people in the towns, hut the reason
is that the -agricultu-al districts are not
filled upl and Thie only way to give employ-
inent to people i-n towns is to see that
there are plenty of people settled on the
land. We are told that we are suffering
from want of manufactories. The reasoil
for that is that the population is so small.
Instead of having only 50 or 60 thousand
people in the agricultural districts there
should be a quarter of a million settled
there within the next few years. It would
he t v-cry easy iniatter to get that nu1m-
ber to collie here if there u-crc a pro-
perly organised scheme.

Mr. Bill: What percentage of those
whor conic itut here take up farms?

31r. FOULKES: Ninetyv per cent, of
those who come out carry on agricultural
pursuits. I quite admnit that some of the
people do not make satisfaetory immi-
gr-aurs, lint Mhe r-eason is that we arc not
tnking the promer steps to set out our
ag-ricuiltural resources before the right
class of people at Homie. I believe Mr.
Ratiford is doing his best, but what can
title main do? li vran only attend to one
VOLilty at a tinne and] it would take hinm
three or four months to work through one
a Zricultural district. Canada has no diffi-
entlty in obtaining people to go there as
two or thiree hundred thousand arrive in
that country every year.

Mr. AngWin: Andton- many go back?
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Mr. FOULKES:. A great many.
Mr. _McI~owall: And a great many go

to the United States.
Mr. FOULKES. In that the hon. main-

her is wrong, for something like sixty or
seventy thousand people leave the United
States for Canada every year, the reason
being that Canada has a perfectly or-
ganised system and never hesitates to
advertise freely. She lets Europe and
the United States of America know full
well what her agneultural resources are.
The weak link in the Bill is 'the miserably
small sunm set down for immigration.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (lim
J. Mitchell): I am bound to confess that
in common with other -mem'bers I have not
had time to read the Auditor General's
report so it is impossible for me to deal
thoroughly vith all the matters men-
tioned. However, the Auditor General
is not infallible. I remember last year
-when his report came out that, after dis-
cussing many of the points that arose
with him most of them were capable of
explanation. It would be better if this
House were fUrnished with an explana-
tion from the Minister w'hen the report is
placed oi -the Table. The Auditor Gen-
eral himself does not make the audit, for
it is made by his officers, and while I have
no doubt there is sufficient truth in each
of the statements irfade by himn to justify
the report, every item is capable of ex-
planation. I congratulate the member
for Mount Margaret upon the breadth of
his; speech. Usually one compliments him
on their length, but in this ease both are
to be admired. I realise that a fellow
feeling makes one wondrous kind. I see
that the Auditor Genera] in referring to
the Colonial Secretary's Department for
the year 1905 says "The accounts as kept
,do not enable a proper statement being
prepared." In regard to the Department
-of Agriculture for that year he said,

"An attempt was made to audit
these accounts in the month of Decem-
ber last, when mny inspector reported
as follows: 'The paying officers' cash
book is not in a fit condition for audit
even to the 30th Juine last. It is also
not written up to date, the last entry
-on debit side being 31st August, 1905,
.and on credit side 18th October, 1905.

The additions are also incomplete and
where made are in pencil only."'

At the time this refers to the leader of
the Opposition was, I believe, Minister
for Lands.

Mr. Bath: You have got hold of the
wrong year.

The MINISTER FOBR LANDS: No,
it is the Auditor General's report for the
year ended 30th June, 1905. These are
the remarks of the Auditor General made
just then. "I know -tbe Minister is not
responsible."

INr. Bath: You are a year behind.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I

want to say that the advances f rom this
vote, I believe, have been well spent, not
only at the present time but in the past.
It would be intolerable to suppose that a
Minister whbo is pat in charge of the de-
velopment of a great industry should not
be entrusted with the expenditure of a.
£C5 note. Can I do my duty by this great
country if I am not -to -have money dur-
ing recess'? The work of development in
connection with the mining industry is a
great one, and has made -this State. What
would rhe State 'have been but for the
money expended in the development of
mining? There would certainly have
heen no agricultural development. 'Now
that we have embarked upon the policy
of agriculturall development, can the Min-
ister carry on the work unless -he has
funds', What has been -done during the
past four or five years and what propor-
tion does the expenditure bear to the
strides which have been made as the re-
sult of development? I venture to say
there is no member who would not have
voted five times as much to attain the
sa-me end tad he realised what was pos-
sible. During the past two years, it is
true, that in connection with the Depart-
ment of Agriculture. I have expeuded
ZB8,000 of loan m-oney- Of that £15,600
has been spent in developing the State
farm at Brunswick and developmental
work at other State farms, alil of which
has, been very well spent. A sum of
£46,000 has been spent largely in the
purchase of stock for settlers.

Mr. George: You got that repaid.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: A

sum of £4,300 was spent in connection
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with a special settlement scheme. The
member for East Fremantle will know
something of that.

M1r. Hudson: Where did the money
which was refunded in connection with
stock go to?

The MINISTERI FOR LANDS: Back
to loan. Altogether £81,797 has been in-
vested and will bear interest at the rate
of 5 per cent. Can anyone find much
fault with the administration which has
resulted in the expenditure of only about
!C7.000 in connection with other works
wich cannot be called directly reproduc-
tive? 1 can claim that the greater part
of this expenditure of mine has been
directly reproductive. If we examine the
wonrk that has been done with 'this money
we tind that at Biubury at the present
time we have a butter factory. It is trite
that it is not a vcry big- concern, but the
people there contributed pound for pound
which the Government gave; and while
little butter was made at Bunbury be-
fore that factory was started, they are
producing butter now at the rate of -two
tons a week. The erection of this fac-
tory will be followed by a jam factory
on the co-operative principle in the same
district. This will mean the expenditure
of a sums of -money, and every hon. mem-
ber will approve of the idea of develop-
ingt our industries withouft loss to the
taxpayer. I do not mean to say that we
are not taking some risk. A. great deal
of money will be spent this year in con-
nection wi4th the development of our
broad acres, and we have arranged that
every penny which lias been spent from
loan will hie returned. As we collect
money so it will be returned to the Trea-
sury. It is my duty to protect the loan
expenditure, and] I intend to do so. We
are asldn&, the House now to vote
£765,000.

Mr. Jacoby: We have been doing this
for years.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
have been in e6ntrol of this department
only four or five months, and I have in-
stituted a system which will protect loan
expenditure. Hon. muembers will realise
that it is necessary to prepare the land
in order to attract the people. The trouble
in the past has been that we did not

hav~e much land surveyed; there were no
roads cleared or water supplies on the
agricultural areas, and the people were
not able to get on the land properly. Un-
der the altered systemn there wilt be no
cause for delay, and the revenue of the
country will be protected. Something has
been said with regard to the expenditure
at Denmark, Die Auditor General quoted
the item "stores." Stores 'will be ac-
counted for, there is no doubt about that,
and the item is not £16,000 as the Audi-
tor General declare,; but £1,000. A sumi
of £E17,000 has been spent in preparing
the land at Denmark, and] no nioney has
ever beeni spent in any part of the State
with such good effect. If lion. members
will go to Denmark and inquire into the
expenditure of this money they will find
that it was economically arid wvell ex-
pended. The improvements made will
speak for themselves. The officer in
char~ge there is an active and energetic
man, and if a great manty times £17,000
could be applied to the South-West in
the same way there would be no need
to import dairy produce. In the South-
West, wrhere the clearing is expensive
and difficult, the Government will he
faced with this task. This work
has heen faced by the Lands Depart-
ment, and what 1ias been spent has been
spent economically and well. T wonder
if these lands are to remain idle for the
sake of the expenditure of a fewk thou-
sands pounds, or even £100,000? if
money had been expended in this way
some years agro what a different tale we
would have been able to tell to-day.
When 2%r. Richardson was Minister for
Lands sonic Years ago he was responsible
for the ringbarking of 10,000 acres down
in the South-West, and the result is that
on the whole of this area very good
work is being done to-day. We seek un-
der this Bill power to go on with this
work of development and encouragement,
which must make for the greater develop-
ment of the State. For my part I see
great difficulty in Connection with the
settlement of people down there unless
considerable expenditure is faced. I
hope that the moneys which have been
voted year in and year out will continue
to be voted to enable the Minister eon-
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trolling the Lands Department to bor-
row on that developmental work. It is
necessary that we should have funds if
we are to do what is best by the State.

Mr. Iicitmann: Can you tell us any-
thing about the purchase of grass seeds?9

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes;
they have been a great success.

Mr. Heitmanu: They seem to he very
costly.

The M1INISTER FOR LANDS: Of
course they are costly; all good things
cost money. The mnember for West
rerth referred to the agricultural con-
ferenco, and said it should never have
been charged to loan. The amount was
transferred to revenue and, I think,
that explanation has been made before,
but the hon. member may not have
heard it. The hon. member also ques-
tioned the burial of some man along the
route of the rabbit-proof fence. That
expenditure was incurred in connection
with the construction of the fence. The
fence was constructed from Loan Fund.
I do not know -when that occurred; prob-
ably the leader of the Opposition will
tell us, because it was in his time that
they built this fence and expended
money on it from Loan Fund, and right-
ly so, too.

Mr. Bath: You know why we had to
-do that, because they messed the fence
up so that we had to build another fence
inside to keep the rabbits out.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
hon. member was quite right in doing that
and I have nothing to say against, him.
T do not know whether it was in the
hon. member's time that this rman was
buried, but I am tired of hearing the
incident talked about. Certainly, the
burial was paid for from Loan Funds.
Horses employed on the fence were also
paid for from Loan Funds, and the
money that was expended in many other
directions was also from Loan Funds.

Mr- Bath: It is just as -well to re-
-member that I was there for only eight
-weeks.

The Minister for Works: But the hon.
-member's Government was there for 12
months.

Mr. Troy: And they did good work,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: At
any rate, it was a perfectly legitimatu.
charge to loan.

Mir. Bath: But this was not a legitim-
ate charge to Loan Fund.

The MHINISTER FOR LANDS: I
say it was, because you could not draw
just then from any other funds. In any
event I hope wve have beard the last of
this unfortunate individual who was
buried at the cost of loan f unds. I do
not think we were responsible for it,
but if we wvere we did the right thing.
In connection to the advance to Dr.
Ellis I do not think I need say very
much, since the member for Mount Mar-
garet has been so eloquent about it. It
was suggested that sub-irrigation should
be tried at Coolgardie with the idea of
increasing the consumption of water
from the Goldields Water Supply main,
and an officer of the department was
lent to Dr. Ellis. This officer was sup-
posed to be ain expert in regard to vege-
table growing and irrigation. The mem-
ber for Murray says that Dr. Ellis knew
nothing about agriculture or nothing
about growing cabbages, but it was
thought by this expenditure we would
encourage gardening on the fields. It
was hoped that the vegetables needed
for the people would be grown on the
spot. It was also thought we would be
able to get an outlet for the consump-
tion of water from the Goldfields Water
Supply mnain. The expenditure was £234,'
but we have some security which may
be realised- However, I believe that
every penny of the money will be re-
paid. The expenditure has not proved
quite the success we anticipated, bnt
we are bound to take some risks, and
if the experiment failed, it does not
say we were wvrong2 in trying. In fact
we were right.

Mr. Bath: What wve object to is that
these risky things are being done from
loan funds.

Mr. Jacoby: No practical man would
have tried it.

The MINSTER FOR LANDS: The
whole amount questioned by the Audi-
tor General in connection with the Agri-
cultural Department is £987, and the
accountant advises me that, with the
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exception of £40 which is an old debt,
the probable loss will be something like
00i. jepresenting a number of small
tinouni11s w~e have on the books of the
department, a few pounds charged here
Mtu1i there. I wish the House to under-
stand that in connection with loan ex-
penditure during the last two years we
have taken precious little risk. The
greater portion of the money is ad-
vanced at 5 per cent. True, some small
amounits have been granted for various
purposes from loan that perhaps might
have been better provided from revenue,
but it has been the Custom to do this;
and after all, it all means development
of agriculture, and if they are not
directly reproductive, they are indirect-
ly reproductive, and will probably do as
much in that direction as is done by the
building of a railway or by the opening
of a harbour. In any event I am pre-
pared to answer any questions any lion.
member desires to ask while the House
is in session in connection with any ex-
penditure under my administration, and
I hope next session I shall have the op-
portunity of answering questions put by
hon. members in connection with items
on which they desire information. I
have no objection to giving the fullest
possible information in connection with
any expenditure by the Agricultural De-
pa rtment or the Lands, Department.

iMr. ANGwIN (East Fremantle) : My
objection to this Bill is the same as the
objection I raised to the last Loan Bill
twelve months ago, namely, that the Bill
is not for a larger loan. I said last
year I thought it would be far better
for us to bring in a Loan Bill which
would answer for a few years' expendi-
ture in the development of the State
than to he playing with it year after
year as we have been doing. The State
should be developed, but I cannot see
at the present juncture how we can get
sufficient revenue to meet the advances
needed for the development of the State
without resorting to the use of loans.
A good deal of criticism has been level-
led to-night in regard to the finances
and the various works brought forward
in the Bill. Some bon. members have
suggested there should be a committee of

finance which should take the matter
into consideration and see that our
finances are in such a state that wvorkg
that are proposed can be properly under-
taken. I can understand a member of
the Opposition speaking in this manner
and wanting to be on the committee,
and to have a hand in regard to the
expenditure of money, and to be able
to direct the Government in the way
that money should be expended, but I
cannot for the life of me understand
how a member sitting on the Ministerial
side of the House can advocate that a
committee of finance should he brought
into existence. It appears to me that
when members on the M1inisterial side of
the House recommend a committee of
finance they are virtually telling the
Government "You are all right where,
you are, but we want someone to watch
you." It appears to me that if the Gov-
ernment are not fit to control the
finances of the State hon. members
should turn them out and let someone
else have a try. They should not ad-
vocate that someone else should be there
to form another committee. What are
the Government but a committee for the
express purpose of looking carefully
into the finances and bringing their
views to the House? Then of course if
wve agree to them we take our share of
the responsibility. But to-night members
have indicated clearly that the Govern-
ment are not fit to control the finances
and that it is necessary we should ap-
point another comm ittee to assist them
with the express object of dealing with.
the finances of the State. The member
for West Perth (Mr. Draper) had point-
ed out in regard to (ie Mining Developw
ment Vote-no doubt very clearly to
his own way of thinking--that if a hank
manager in the State made advances in
the same way as has been done, and
showed a loss such as the Auditor Gen-
eral has made out is likely to occur, he
would be immediately dismissed; but
hon. members must know that no bank
manager would take the responsibility
on his shoulders. I was pleased to hear
the Minister say that the repayment of
these advances has been made over a
period of seven years, and I see from
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the report of the State Mining Engineer
that in 1908 the only amount written off
by the department was Z3.836. The
Minister should not be under a tuisap-
prehension. He should not try, if pos-
sible, to throw it on members of the
Opposition who represent gold mining
constituencies that they are objecting to
this vote; because, as a matter of fact,
the objection has come from the Oov-
ernment side of the House, particularly
from the member for West Perth. I
maintain as a coastal member -that the
money expended last year in connec-
tion with the development of mining
was very small indeed, and that is one
of the reasons why I think there should
be a Bill brought in to raise a larger
amount by loan than this Bill proposes.
I maintain the amount this year is very
small indeed and that extra care will
need to be taken this year on account
of the smallness of the sum for assist-
ing in the development of this great in-
dustry. A good deal has been said to-
night in regard to the Auditor General's
report. We have been told that we
should have due regard to the Auditor
General's recommendations. We have
been told that we have placed the Audi-
tor General in such a position that we
are here to protect him.

Mr. Hloran: So we should;. he is our
only servant.

_Mr. ANGWIN: Is there not a pos-
sibility for us to use a little common
senise sometimes in connection with the
Auditor General's report? I have be-
fore mae a report of the Auditor Gen-
eral to which the Minister for Agricul-
ture referred. He referred to the posi-
tion of the Agricultural Department in
1905. if the Minister will turn up the
Address-in-Reply of 1905 he will find
that I used precisely the same words as
the Minister aged to-night. He will find
that I pointed out at the time the Labour
Ministry came into power that the Ag-
ricultural Department was in such a rot-
ten state that it -was immediately neces-
sary to send officers there to put things
right; and the Minister now is reaping
the adlvantage of the good work done by
the Labour Government. The Auditor
General bas to work in accordance with

aii Act of Parliament, and at times ho
may not view the position placed before
him in a business like manner. 1 note
that the head of one of the departments
says with regard to the Auditor Gen-
eral -

My opinion of the whole trouble
is that may staff are being unduly
harassed and interfered with, solely
because, in my righteous indignation,
I told Mr. Toppin a few straight
truths, and if he had carried on while
with me as he has done since, I should
have sacked him-and he knows it.

.... This harassing action
of the Auditor General will have to
end. I have not time, nor the officers,
to bother about such tomfoolery"
MN~r. Bath: That was the member for

Alurray.
Mr. ANGWIN: It is the'statement of

a gentleman who to-night has exhorted
us to uphold the action of the Auditor
General in his report. Did the Parlia-
ment to which these statements were ad-
dressed take steps to protect the Audi-
tor General?7 The Auditor General
brought the matter clearly before this
officer, and he reported-

"If it were possible for officers to
ignore inquiries,- to obstruct my staff
in the carrying out of their duties,
and for mayself, as Auditor General, to
be personally insulted, then my posi-
tion is untenable, and the work of my
department useless. I have sworn to
carry out the law to the best of my
ability, and if it -were possible to in-
timidate either myself or my officers,
where is our use? If bends of de-
partments do not use ordinary court-
esy in their dealings with the Audit
Department, there is a danger of of-
ficers in less responsible positions
adopting a similar course."

It appears lo mue that 'while I recognise
the interjection of the member for Yil-
gan I must also recognise that when we
have statements such as these before us
there are times -when there is a
possibility of the Auditor General
being led astray through the 1hies
laid down by Acts of Parliament
with which he has to comply.
In regard to the Agricultural Department
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vote, I was pleased to-night to hear the
leader of the Opposition again state 'that
lie thought it was necessary, and he be-
lieved in the expenditure of loan moneys
for works that are likely to he reproduc-
tive. The member for Swan then wanted
to try, if possible, to find out what are re-
productive works, and although he asked
the question no member answered him,
and 'he did not answer the question him-
self, but -went on to condemn works which
were not productive. We are in the same
position now. What are reproductive
works? It is necessary for the country
to be developed by agricultural railways,
and we admit thart these railways will not
pay for a considerable time, but while
they do not pay in connection with the
traffic they pay indirectly in bringing
trade to our people. If the Minister ex-
pends a portion of the Agricultural De-
velopment Vote in a manner similar to
the money expended at Tammin, he will
assist a I lrge number of people of the
State who are able and willing to settle
on the land, and will dispose of a large
number of acres which are not worked.
In conclusion, I regret Ministers, in con-
sidering the position of -the works under
the Loan Bill, have not seen their way
clear to take into consideration the con-
struction of that railway which is so much
desired on the south side of the river from
Frenmantle to Midland Junction. Natur-
ally, there is a certain amount of discon-
tent by persons who are delayed in going
to work in Peftt and Fremantle. They
are delayed in the morning, and at night
going bnck on account of the traffic on the
line, therefore, it is necessary we should
have another railway to cope with the
heavy traffic. 'While I admit the Govern-
ment have some justification, owing to
the financial position of the State, to try
and work the railways in such a manner
so that no new railway that we can do
without at present need be constructed,
but ere long the Governmrent will have
to take into consideration 6he opening up
of that territory, which contains some of
the best land in the metropolitan area, by
building a railway from Fremantle to
Midland Junction. I hope when the Gov-
ernment bring forward their next pro-
posals, whether they are brought forward

by the present Treasurer, or the leader
of the Opposition as Treasurer, they will
see fit to propose this line and not tinker
with the loan proposals as has been done
of late years.

Mr. KEENAN (Kalgoorlie) :I regret
the Minister for Mines, led, no doubt, by
a feeling of just indignation through the
criticism that has been levelled at him,
made a statement that he will not, until
our next meeting, spend any of the
moneys that remain available for the de-
v-elopmeot of the goldfields, except in a
small way of opening up water supplies
on new goldfields. I appreciate the
Minister speaking in resentment oft what
-be may think unreasonable criticism, but
allowing for the fact that he was pos-
sessed of that feeling, he is going a great
way when he absolves himself from the
responsibility cast on him because of cri-
ticism that has been levelled against him
of an unreasonable character. It may or
may not be wvise to amend the Mining De-
velopmient Act, to provide a board or com-
mittee of Parliament to expend the
moneys voted under the Act. But until
that change is made, until such an amend-
ing Act has been passed and becomes law,
the M1inister cannot get rid of his res-
ponsibility. He may have a difficult task,
but it is a task hie has to face and dis-
charge, and I feel sure on mature con-
sideration he will see that the statement
hie has made in the House to-night
is one that he has no precedent,
.and certainly no excuse, in the strong
sense of the word, for making here to-
nlight. If it is wise to settle the question
of expending a large sum of public money
by having authority given for the expen-
diture by a board or a committee, then the
debate to-night wvill not settle the ques-
tion. It will be necessary to enter on a
question of that kind in a proper form,
by having a Bill before the House and
not by the casual remarks of members
speaking to this Bill. If when that Bill
is brought down-

Mr. Bath: We have one on the Notice
Paper now.

31r. KEENAN : We have one in the
early stages, but it has not been befor
the House. If a proposal of that charac
ter is put before the Hous it must go
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beyond the limits of the vote for mining
development. If it is wise to provide a
board of that character, dealing with
moneys for mining development, it is
equally necessary to provide a board
to deal with moneys for agricultural
development, and dealing with the
expenditure on all large bulk votes
available for carrying out the necessary
development of the State. In the face
of that there are many reasons against
such a proposal. In the first place one
apparent reason is that if a board of
control is created the method and manner
of expedition will all be changed. It
will not be possible for a matter of urgent
necessity to be dealt with in as expeditious
a manner as when one man has control
of the vote. Then there is the obvious
reason, that while the Minister is respon-
sible, he is here in the House and can
give the necessary explanation of any
item, and if he fails to give a proper
explanation to the House, members
can insist either on his leaving his office,
and thus surrendering the duties en-
trusted to him, or the House can take
some action to prevent a repetition
of the conduct which has been taken
exception to. Then a board may
well become a mere cloak to escape
responsibility on the part of the Minister.
My personal opinion is not in favour of
allowing a number of men to be so con-
stituted who are not within the confines
of the House, and whose decision we have
no reason to know the grounds of, or
how they have arrived at it, and who
have to speak by a mouthpiece, who
accepts no responsibility for their action.
The handing over the control of votes
to a conmnittee or body gives a cloak
for the evasion of responsibility by
Ministr of the Crown. At the same
time there may be strong reasons for
an innovation of this character. The
only one suggested of importance is that
the Minister can use the votes for pur-
poses of favouritism, or that he is more
easily got at than if the money was
controlled by a board. To debate the
reasons for or against at length to-night
would be absurd. We have to deal
with a specific Bill to-night, and it seems
the intrusion of the subject is an in-

trusion of a matter we cannot settle
and we have not the opportunity of
settling. We must wait for a more
fitting time when we can determine the
matter under proper conditions, and when
the measure is before us. In regard to
the Loan ill, there is one feature of
it to which I take exception, although
I know there is precedent for that feature.
There are works included in the schedule
which have not been authorised by
Parliament. Under the second clause
of the Bill power is given to authorise.
the raising of a certain sumn of money
not exceeding £E1,342,000 for the pur-
pose of carrying out certain works men-
tioned in the schedule, and if members
look at that schedule they will see that
there are, at least, seven items which
have not been authorised by this Par-
liament and may never be given effect to
This system suggests one of two reasons,
either that by putting works on the
schedule we are pledging a future Par-
liament in this State, or this Parliament
if it sits for another session, to carry
out these works. This is undesirable,
especially if it is never intended to do
anything in connection with them, or
they may be placed there to pacify the
importunity of members who have not
had works brought down in their elec-
torates during the present session. I
notice among the items in the schedule
one for the construction of a line from
Marranup to Marradong. I feel certain
there would have been no difficulty in
having a Bill passed through the House
for the construction of the line, but we
have it simply brought forward here as
a project that may be dealt with in the
future, and it may be placed in the
schedule as aL sop'to members who feel
some personal indignation at it not
being carried out at present. It is a
vicious principle, and I hope the Minister
in charge of the Hill will give some excuse
for the large number, seven at least,
of works that appear on the schedule
for which no authority has been sought
from Parliament for their construction,
and in respect of which they may be
well looked on as promises to placate
members of the House. With the ex-
ception of these items, I do not wish to,
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criticise the measure that has been
dealt with largely by members who have
spoken, and I fear, having regard to
the length to which discussions have run
of late, and the exhaustive nature of the
debates, it is impossible to expect
measures of this kind to receive at this
late hour proper consideration. But
I hope the Minister responsible for the
Bill, and having to advocate its accep-
tance at the hands of the House, wvill
be able to give some reasons for the blot
I have pointed out; and, moreover,
at any rate make a definite statement
as to the intentions of the Government
to bring dowvn Bills to obtain authority
to carry out, at the earliest possible
date, the works which I have mentioned.

Mr. OSBORN (Roebourne): I do not
intend to take many minutes, but after
hearing the remarks of members I do
wish to add this. I hope the Minister for
Mines did not mean, when he made the
remnark that he had no intention of
further carrying out the responsibility
of administering the Mine Development
VTote, what some bon. members have
understood him to mean. I understood
the Minister to say that if it was the wish
of the House that this development vote
should not be expended as hitherto had
been done he would stay his hand. I
hope that the Minister will not, on
account of the somewhat severe criticism,
do anything of the kind. In respect to
the criticism offered by the Auditor
General with regard to some of these
votes, I do think the member for Murray
as a practical buisiness man should admit
that under the Audit Act, as a business
proposition, it is almost impossible to
carry on the work of the State and comply
strictly with the letter of the law, as
required by the Auditor General, who
feels himself bound to bring under notice
the slightest irregularity which occurs
with regard to the expenditure of money
contrary to the Audit Act. From what T
have heard of the Auditor General he is an
officer who is much respected and trutsed
by the State as a whole. While I know
that he has a great responsibility, and
wile I know it is his duty to call the
attention of the House to discrepancies.
I am positive from what little experience

I have had in business it would be an-
possible for the Minister of Mines, or the
Minister of Agriculture, or any other
Minister, to adhere strictly to the Audit
Act and carry out the requirements of
the State as demanded by the rapid de-
velopment which is going on at the pre
sent time. In respect to the remarks of
some hon. memnbers about the appoint-
ment of advisory committees, I have
heard of the suggested appointment of
these committees on more than one
occasion. I do not know how many
standing committees of advice we should
have if the suggestions made during the
present session wore to be adopted. I
think we should have more committees
than Ministers. Do members expect
these committees to act in a honorary
capacity or not ? If they are to act as
honorary committees I think theyv would
be absolute failures ;if they are to be paid.
I do not know what expense the State
would be put to in the administration of
its affairs. I am opposed to the appoint-
ment of these committees. We should
have sufficient confidence in the Minister
and the officers who a under that
Minister. The Minister has to take
the advice of his responsible officers in
connection with large or small works, as
the case may be. If we cannot trust any
of the heads of the departments how are
we to trust a cormmittee appointed as an
honorary committee or a comnmittee
appointed at a small salary ? How can
we place more confidence in such a corn-
mittee than we do in the officers who are
responsible to the Minister, and who owe
their positions to the advice they give to
the Minister when the necessity arises ?
The idea of appointing cormittees in
order to give advice in connection with
the administration of the department is
more than Absurd. Tt was pleasing to
listen to the sensible and fair criticism
of the member for East Fremantle, and
it was; refreshing to hear his remarks.
One can always listen to that kind of
criticism with great pleasure. With re-
gard to the arguments used, T think by
the member for Swan, that no loan should
be expended on works other than those
which are reproductive ; while most of ui
will admit it is wise to borrow money fo
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large, undertaking4, and that those large
undertakings should be reproductive ;
yet, to my way of thinking, when we have
a State like ours which is developing with
rapidity, it is wise that a limited amount
of our Loan Fund should be expended
in development, whether that develop-
ment will prove reproductive or not. Is
it not much better to borrow money and
pay interest and sinking fund out of
general revenue ? Are we not likely to
develop the State faster by borrowing
and paying back over a period of years,
rather than confining our operations to
the extent which would be permitted
purely from the revenue of the State.
.,Mr. Johnson; What would you do if

your revenue would not pay interest and
sinking fund ?

,Mr. OSBORN. I said where srniall
sums were required for works which
might not be reproductive it was quite
legitimate to use loan money. Large
undertakings. we admit, should be re-
rroductive but in small matters we should
not stand on ceremony. With respect to
the Auditor General's criticism on the
subject of loan for mining ventures, T
would like to ask whether it is reasonable
to suppose that ei ery mining venture
can be looked upon as a sound investment
and security for a loan. Would any hon.
member advocate that the mining de-
velopment of this- State should cease
because the Minister for the moment
might not be able to see that the security
offered by the people who were asking
for the advance, or o. subsidy to develop
or prospect in some particular part of the
State was not good, or that the work
would not be reproductive ? It is wise
that we should be liberal with respect to
the mining industry in that direction.
We must take more risk with regard to
mining than with regard to any other
industry. It is impossible to say with
certainty that the mining industry is
going to be reproductive. Although the
Auditor General has been severe, I hope
the criticism will not weigh with the Gov-
erment or lion, members in this House.

Mr. Horan: It never does.
Mr. OSBORN: I hope it never will,

and that the Minister will continue to
make these advances where he is advised

by his officers that these advances for
development should be made. T hope
he will continue as he has been doing
in the past, and I hope that all times the
House will support him. I do honestly
believe that the administration of the
Mines Deportment has done a great deal
in the way of developing the State and
getting our mining industry in the pros-
perous condition in which we find it
to-day.

Mr. W. PRICE (Albany): It is with
some degree of pleasure that I find
myself for once in accord with the
Government and more than glad to
support the measure which they have
brought down, My only regret is
that the Government instead of bring.
ing down a Loan Bill for £1,342,000,
did not bring one down for twice that
amount. I1 believe there is amnple room
for the expenditure of far more money
than the Government have provided for
in this Bill. While I am at all times and
always shall be willing to vote for the
borrowing of money for the development
of the State. I desire that such money
shell only be- used on works which will
prove reproductive. Like the meinbea
for Swan, I do not believe that it is in the
inte-rests of the State that any borrowed
money should be spent on works from which
there can be no return. It has been point-
ed out that a certain proportion of this
loan is to be spent on immigration. I
agree with the Government that we have
in this State amnile room for hundreds
of thousands of immigrants. but they
must be immigrants who are pre-
pared to go into the bush eind assist
in bona fide development. And while
I am prepared to vote with the
Government and support the Gov-
ernment in raising money for the
introduction of immigrants, I sincerely
hope that they will take care that only
thre right class of immi earants are intro-
diieed to the State. I regret to know
that m the past the Government have not
been as careful in the expenditure of loan
money on nnmniurants as I think the best
interestsi of the State warranted them in
doing. They have introduced in this
State immigrants who are a danger to our
community, immigrants who are preying
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on the comnniiiuiity. imnin-rants who are
at present in Fremantle gaol. The
(iovernmiit of the day have inltroduced
into this State. at the expense of *he
people. to-called agricultural labourers
and f:'rniers. who have not only had theidr
fares paid out here, buft who no sooner
were they3 landled liert. than they com-
menced a career of crime, which career
landed them in gaol. I do not, by draw-
ing attention to this matter, wish to
iner that all immigr&ats are undesirable,
or that any thing like a material pro-
portion of them are undesirable, but
I do think. in view of the fact that the
Government know that undernrables have
succeeded in comning here at the txpense
of the country, the Minister wvill consider
the advisnthility of placing on our statute
book legislation to provide for the de-
portation of undesirable inunigrants.
Whilst I am with the Government in
regard to then' borrowing policy, I would
like some information as to the expendi-
ture of our loans, and also as to the re
turns received from themr. To-night the
Minister for Agriculture in ;ustifying the
expenditure of loans in his depart-
ment referred with some degree of
pride to the expenditure last year
of £17,000 odd on the flenark estate:.
and he stated that the loan conid
niot have been better expended. The
improvements, he said, spoke for them-
selves. Well. do they spook for them-
selves?7

Mr. Horan : They howl for them-
selves.

Mr. W. PRICE: They howl against
the wretched administration of the
Minister for Agriculture in connection
with that estate. We find that from
loan funds all sorts of expenditure have
been contracted in respect to that estate.
If hon. members will look up the Auditor
General's report they will find that
cab fares in connection with that estate
have been charged up to loan funds;
repairs to houses, -boat fares. sanitan-
services, telephones, all purely admrinis-
trative, have been charged to loan funds.
Now I do not know whether we can ex-
pect cab fares to prove reproductive--
or sanitary services or telephones. Even
the Auditor General takes exception to

this kind of finance tin the part of thet
Government. -I may briefly refer to
his remarks in connection with this
estate. On page 123 he says--

-Amongst other things, it will
be noted that the officer in charge ha-i
not been remitting his receipts to the
Treasury as required by law, but using
them as. working capital, and that
all the expenditure has been charged
to loan vote 'Development of Agricul-
ture, although there were item such
as sanitary services for the township
generally ;repairs to houses which
were let, expenditure on roads and
bridges, etcetera, for which adjust-
mnents were necessary. No advice has
been received by the Audit Office
that these adjustments have been
made, neither can any definite infor-
mation be obtained from the officers of
the department."

In other words the officer in charge
of this estate, in which the Minister for
Agriculture takes so much pride, has
been using the receipts as working
capital instead of remitting them to
the Treasury. Moreover, we find that
the whole expenditure has been charged
up to loan when it should have been a
charge against ordinary revenue. Again.
the Auditor General draws attention to
the fact that although everything has
been charged up to loan in connection
with the estate, receipts from that
estate are being placed to revenue. In
respect to this the Auditor General
states-

" The estate was originally pur-
chased from loan, and practically all
the expenditure since has been charged
thereto. It is understood that a
small portion hass already been sold
and any money received paid to
revenue."
[f the Government are going to embark

upon a system of paying for development
out of loan, and then placing to revenue
the receipts secured from such develop-
ment, I say they are embarking on a
policy -which is not only dangerous but
must inevitably end in disaster. It
may be claimed that interest and sinking
fund is paid from revenue, but T contend
that any revenule received (re~m develop-
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mente carried out on loan money should
go into loan funds, and I hope the
Government wil alter that system so
that our loan expenditure and receipts
will be kept quite clear from ordinary
revenue transactions. I think this House
should receive more detailed information
when we are told that works carried out
from loan money have resulted in certain
losses to the State. In this connection
I refer to the statement made by the
Premier a few nights ago that a loss
of £2,877 had bean made on the Den-
mark railway. I admit that the railway
report conveys that information, and I
would like to know, seeing that that rail-
way has been purchased from loan funds,
and that the estate was purchased from
loan-I would like to know by what
method of finance or bookkeeping the
department arrives at the conclusion
that a loss of £2,877 has been made upon
it. We are told that the lie only earned
one-third of the amount required to
meet the cost of running. Now, as a
matter ofjfact, on the Denmark line
during last year, or during the period
covered by the report of the Railway
Department, we had three trains a fort-
night or 78 for the year. The motive
power was provided by an antiquated
engine that has been kept at Albany
for shunting purposes for generations
past, The rolling stock was the most
dilapidated and disreputable to be seen
anywhere on the railway system. Yet
if we take the loss as alleged on that
railway we will find that it works out at
£36 17s. 8d. per train journey over the
line. Now, as showing that there must
be something wrong in that connection,
I may refer to the fact that a special
train over that same line from Albany to
Denmark at a minijum.n of 12 shillings
per mile-that is eight shillings on the
outward journey and four shillings on
the return for the 37 miles-only cost
£22 4&. And I take it the department
does not run special trains at a. loss.
It may be taken that the minimumn of
twelve shillings a mile has been worked
out by the department as being sufficient
to pay for the cost of running the train.
When I speak of it costing £22 4s. to run
a special from Albany to Denmark

a distance of 37 miles, included in that
37 miles is nine miles over the Great
Southern railway ; so that the train:
on the Denmark railway proper actually
costs only 16 guineas.

Mr. Horan: Is that according to the
recognised railway rate ?

Mr. W. PRICE:- Yes, and yet the
department says the loss on every
train works out at £36 17s. 8d.

The Minister for Railway;: Did you'
say " for sixteen guineas " ?

Mr. W. PRICE : From Albany to
Denmark is 37 mriles; from Albany to
Torbay is 9 miles, and the Denmark
line starts at Torbay.

The Minister for Mines:- That leaves
28 miles.

Mr. W. PRICE : Yes, and at 12 shillings
a mile it would cost sixteen guineas.
the cost of a special train, according
to the railway regulations, being a
minimum of 12 shillings 'per mile. The
report is to the effect that the line only
earns one third of the working cost, so
that actually the revenue would work
out at £E800. The cost of running 78'
trains at 16 guineas per train is £1,310;
that, is if every train run during the 12
months had been a special train.

(The Deputy Speaker took the Cihair.]

Mr. Horan: It is all very interesting;
go on.

Mr. W. PRICE: The hon. member,
we know, poses as a railway expert.

Mr. Horan: I do not pose as anything,
of the kind.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
Order!

MNIr. W. PRICE: The cost works out
at £1,310. If -we deduct from that
the £800 revenue received from the rail-
way then the loss would work out at
£610. Now, £510 is a very different
proposition from £2,877, and a.i a matter
of fact by that we find that the actual
loss was £2,361. How does that come
about ? There should surely bo some
explanation when we find that in con-
nection with a railway such as this,
purchased from loan money, there is
such a discrepancy in connection with
the alleged loss. And it must be remern
bered that under this calculation every

2471



2412 ASSBLiBLY.]

train running ov.er the rasilway is 00115L-
dared at special train paid for at a. special
rate. It may be that this raihvav
purchased from loan funds

The I)EPUT'Y SPEA ER: The
hon. nernber anuist de-al with this Loank
Bill and riot with tihe resul-nts of anotber
Loan Bil.

Mr, . V' R[CE: I aml endeavouring
to urge upon the Government the neces-
sity for beiiig more careful in their ex-
penditure of loan funds; and 1 take it
if I can prove instances where they have
not been careful and where the expen-
diture has not been warranted. I should
he in order in referring to it.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The lion.
member can make an illustration. but
he miust, not go into details.

Mr. W. PRICE: This is an illustra-
tion, and iinfortrunately I have to go into
details in order that hon. members may
grasp it. However, I have finished deal-
ing with this matter, but I hope the
Government in expending the money
provided in the present Loan Bill ill
not only be careful that it is well spent
and that the country receives the return
from it it should receive, but that the 'y
-will also provide the House with more
detailed inform-ation as to the expendi-
tiure and the return received from it. I
again regret that the Government have
not seen their way clear to provide a
larger sum for the development of agri-
culture, because five times the amount
could he spent on bona fide development
and development which would be repro-
ductive. I realise there is a tendency on
the part of the Government to spend
loan funds onl works which are not re-
productive. With that practice I join
issue, because I do not think it is in
the interests of the country, nor do I
think that the people of the country
would justify the action of the Govern-
nent, if it were made clear that, in-

stead of spending the money on repro-
ductive works, they are spending it on
works whichl should be paid for out of
revenue.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
_V. Wilson): I think the Premier may
congratulate himself that his Loan Bill
hins apparently received approbation

fromu the majority of memnbers of the
House. Onl one side we have a few
members criticising the amount and
placing their fingers on the small ad-
vances in the measure, and oin the other
hand we have members wishing that the4
amount was five times as large.

Ur-. Horan: Hear, hear! .1 amn one of'
the(!".

The MI.1NIS'fhR FOR WORKS: I
want to point out to those mnerbers who
would rush the Government into bor-
ro Iwing somne eight or ioen mail lions that.
there is a limit to the capacity of the
Works Department to expend the inoney,
and that it would he had financing for
tin' Treasurer to get motre inoneY: froni
the British public than hie could well
spenid in a reasonable time. lion, mem-
biers will see in the schedule which is
sot late attached to the Loan Estimates,
when wye get to them, that the columns
show Iow much money it is estimated
cani be expended at the end of the finan-
cial year and Jiow much is necessary for
the nine months beyond that, and how
much it is necessary to raise by hoar
to finance these undertakings. U'pon~
those figures is based tin' Loan Rill
which is now before the House. I think
my colleagune the -Minister for Mines rCn
alsto coUngratulate hiffself , inasmuch01 a-,
the matters for which hie was so severe-
ly criticised by one or two speakers,
based upon the report of the Auditor
General, have been refuted, to a certain
extent, by speakers representing tha
goldflclds, more especially by the meni-
ber for Mount Margaret. That hon-
member showed the House, I think
pretty conclusively that the items of ex-
penditure which have been specially re-
ferred to were in the best interests of
the State, and were warranted. Indeed
the lhon, member supported the expendli-
tile most stronl.v

Mr. Horan: And his remarks were
amply justified.

Mr. Heitmnann: That is simply a 'm-
ter of opinion.

The M4INISTER FOR WORKS : Of
ensirse it is a matte]r of opinion, bid when
we find one or two members in different
portions nf the House ronelemnincr nnd
(in the oth~er hand one or tireo commenid-
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tug, theit we may pretty well come to thfa
conclusioni that the Minister has sifted
the matter properly and taken the medium
course, and that his actions cannot be
condemnned outright. It is passing strange
that members, condemn the Minister for
Mines so strongly for these two or three
mnatters that have caught the eye of the
Auditor Generial, and whicho the Auditor
G'eneral has thought himself justified in
putting into print in ibis report; because
ahe Minister for Mines was the Minister
who intauguratedi the system of lending
the Mines Development v'ote instead of
granting it by way of subsidy. For years
previously huge sums of money were
granted fromt loan funds outright, as sub-
si"dies for the development of our mining
industry; but when the present Minister
took iolfce-I think for the first Ltime some
eight or nine years ago-he inaugurated
this systemn of lending the money instead
of granting it in the shape of subsidies.
Of course if granted on subsidy no no-
tice can be taken of the money; once paid
atway. it isz passed by the Auditor General
as a matter of course and there is an end
of the transaction, but when lent for re-
payment a11( not repaid, or if the interest
goes by default, then the Auditor General
takes notice of it and reports -it to the
Ilonse, and it is put down as a sin or
the administration of the present Mlinis-
ter because he has not been able to re-
cover all the money he has advanced by
way of developing the -mining industry.

Mr. Horan : What banking institution
could recover the amounts?

The MINISTER FRo WORKS: Any
banking instituttion must -make losses, and
the Government must make very much
wreater loses in advances of this deiscrip-
tion which are known to be risky, and
which are voted for the very patent rea-
-i that no private institution wvould ad-
vance mooney on the security of them,

11r. Reitrnann: That is not altogether
the case.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is
absolutely sa. There iS nio need for te
floverinment to conme into the breach and
manke these advainco. :- lrt as Private
financial institutions, are satisfied with the
!Qeeority and will odvarce the mtoney. I
dl' rio thinjk that anoA'l would conic to

the GJovernumen, for a loan if he could
get a private institution to'Jlend him the
money. The Minister, of course, has. to
make advances. for instance for sinking
a shaft. He will advance something- by
tray of, possibly, pound for pound sub-
sidy per f oot, or perhaps, as the case
mnay he, 2 for £1 in extreme eases if he
thinks it a favourable district which will
benefit exceedingly 'by the sinking of the
shaft, or that it -will prove of benefit to
the country; but the only security be
takes, and the only security he can get,
is; the shaft and the lease, If it turns
out all right and a good lode is struck
and gold is found, all he can expect is to
get his money hack again with interest;
but if, as it must of course in mnany in-
stances turn out, gold is not struck in
payable quantities, the" 'the money is
gone and there is no hope of recovery.
Parliament has kinown all along that this
was the -method of developing the mining
industry. Ever since Responsible Gov-
erment and ever since our auriferous
fields broke out Parliament -has known
Full well that this vote has been placed
in the hands of ithe Minister to ibe ex-
pended in this direction in order, if pos-
sible, to open uip new fields for the bene-
fit of all concerned, the individual and
the country' .

Mr. Draper: What rate of interest is
charged, roughly?

The MINISTER F'OR WORKS:. I
think it is 5 per cent. It is a fair rate
of interest, but it does not mutter. So'
long as in the aggregate we get a good
result, I do not think it matters if we
make several bad debts in attaining that
goofd result, We are likely to bave five-
or six failures, but we may have one suc-
ess. Then, if we have! that percentage one
success will easily cover the losses on five
or six failures. Of course I admit it be-
haves any Minister or any Government
to be very cautions in making these ad-
v'ances. and I claim for my colleague that
he has endeavoured, to the best oif his
ability. to exercise that due caution which
this Parliament may expect fromt him.
He has consulted his departmental offi-
cers: and wherever possible he has stafe-
gunarded the interests; of the State:. ald
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in so safeguarding the interests of the
State, he has taken all the security he
can and has brought down criticisms on
his head.

Mr. Collier: What about the money he
has spent in his own constituencyl

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: On
the Loan Estimates the M~inister himself
will be able to give the hon. member f ull
details of the expenditure in the different
goldfields of the State, and I am sure the
hon. member will be satisfied when he
sees the figures that there has been no
undue preference given even to the M1in-
ister's own electorate.

Mr. fleitmnn: There has been undue
preference.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:- Let
ene say for the benefit of some members
that the Loan Bill we are discussing is
only the authority to raise the money. It
does not give any power to the Govern-
ment to spend money. Even with -the
railways that are mentioned in the sched-
ule it does not give the power to construct
until the railway Bills are passed.

Mr. Bath: You have some proposals in
the Estimates for the year that you have
not authorisations for.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes;
there is one, but I think that can be ex-
plained. It is the Ratanniug-Shannon's
Soak railway.

Mr. Send dan: At any rate it commits
Parliament.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: ]Every
Loan Bill since I have been a member
of the House has contained items that
have not been sanctioned by Parliamnent.
The Government are authorised in ad-
vance to raise certain sums of money to
take the best opportunity -when the mar-
ket offers to raise loan funds in anticipa-
tion of certain works that 'will be car-
ried out. I believe it is only -of late
years that a scheduleb'as been added to
our Loan Bills. In many instances Loan
Bills have been passed without any sche-
dules whatever. This is only information
given to the House to show the object
the Government have in raising 'he
money. It is their intention to carry
out this loan schedule, to carry out the
works mentioned in the loan schedule

if the House will advise and endorse,
but not otherwise. Parliament will have
ample power to say, "NO; notwithstandt-
ig there is a railway in the Loam.
Bill schedule, notwithstanding that we
autlioiisc you to raise £C1,300,000 by way
of' loan and that it was one of the items
on whichl you intended to spend the
money, we will not give the permission."

Mr. Scaddani: Would it not be in the
nature of a breach of faith q Ask the
member for Katanuing.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
memiber for Katanning may think so,
but Parliament is not bound by the
opinion of the member for Katanning.
The Government may consider it a
breach of faith, but Parliament is
11ot even bound by that. If the Gov-
ernment go on in the ordinary course,
and Live through another session, it
will be their duty to bring forward
such other works that they can reason-
ably expect to carry out during the fol-
lowingl financial year, but that does not
bind Parliament. Members can refuse to
sanctian. those works and, even if there
is an item on the Loan Estimates, Par-
liament can refuse to pass a Bill for time
construction of any such railway. I do
not know that it has ever been done. In
any evenit there could be 210 danger. The
member for West Perth took exception
to borrowing money until the works were
authorised. If we are going to take that
stand we are going to shut up the ad-
vancemnent of the country for :12 or -18
mouths.

Mr. Draper: Certainly not.
The MAINISTER FOR WORKS: Cer-

tainly, yes. One cannot commence works
unless there is money in the State coffers.
Take the railways mentioned in the Loan
Schedule and for which we have not yet
obtained the consent of Parliament.

M1r. Draper: And relying on which
settlers will go on the land.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
referring to railways in the Loan Sche-
dule for which we have not yet received
the authority of Parliament. Supposing,
for instance, his advice was followed;
next session we would be in the position
that wec had not passed a Loan Bill and
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there was no authority to raise the
money and we could not go on the mar-
ket to raise it. We might next session
put through railway Bills and Parlia-
ment might say, "Go on, construct the
railways.'' What hope would we have
of constructing those railways until, ait
least, 12 months after passing the Bills?
We would have to put our Appropriation
Bill through and the Loan Bill through,
and then we would have to wait until
we could get a favourable opportunity
on the London market before raising the
money. That would probably be tour
o)r five months after the House td-
journed.

Mr. Seadd-an: Your argument shows
we are committing the country now.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1 ~in
answering the argument of the member
for 'West Perth that we should not bor-
row the money until the works were
ant horiged.

M1r. Bath: Supposing you put the
railway Bills -through this session, that
does not hold you back.

The MINIISTER FOR WORKS: We
could not commence theux until we had
the money. We have put as many rail-
way Bills through this session as we can
conveniently carry out in the Public
Works Department. We have left the
others until next session. There is a
limit to the capacity of the department
to construct railways. The railways
mentioned in the schedule cannot possibly
he carried out until Parliament is called
hack again and authority is obtained.

Mr. Taylor: You could pass Bills
ahead of the loan.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No
work could he done as there would be
no funds.

Mr. Taylor: You would not need the
f'und&.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
mnust have the money, and if hon. mewi-
hers know, and they should know, how
the finances of big States like this are
entwined, they must realise that we need
money in London in order to pay interest
and sinking- fund, and to avoid exchange
in sending money Home from here.
Therefore, we must at zxiren period,; raite,

loan moneys ini London to keep the
general advances on the balance.

Mr. Oil]: Why did you not last year
place a sum on the Estimates for the-se
railways ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Be-
cause we had other railways before iis
last year. We cannot build every rail-
way at live minutes' notice. Members
should he satisfied with the programi 'e
tarried out. It seems to mne that T can-
inot satisfy every member, hut I am pi-
ting forward the position as it appeavs
to me, and 1 am showing good reasons
to my mind why we should have the
authority to raise this money. It does
not commit Parliament to construct the
works even if the money is borrowed.

Mr. Draper: Morally it does.
Mr. D~oran: There is no morality i1

politics.
The MNISTERi 11OR WORKS: The

leader of the Opposition when speaking
too4k great exception to the statement of
the Premier that this Government had
courage to carry out a borrowing policy,
and he pointed. out Iliac it did not re-
q{uire much courage for borrowing, bit
that all the courage was (10 the side of
ihe lender There are two classes of
borrowers, one, the man. who has,
nothing and never intends to repay 0ie
amount, and the other the man who has
ample security and who, of course, has
all to lose if he does not repay the loan.

Mr. Bath: And the man who borrows.
and makes the other fellow repay.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: [djo
not know which man that is. Perhaps
the member's experience has been with
regard to that class of borrower, or, per-
hiaps, the class which never intends to
pay. My own experience, on the con-
trary, is of the man -who has security
and has everything to lose if he does ntot
pay. That is the position of Western
Australia. There cannot he the slighte;t
doubt that courage is necessary. and
courage was necessary four years ago
when things were noti too bright in
Western Australia, when a change of
policy was absolutely essential for this
country to go on advancing instead of
ret rogressine. The opportunity w-i
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taken by the present Government, and an
agricultural land settlement policy was
inaugurated with agricultural railway
construction as a neceesary corollary.
Surely it stands to reason that it should
not he expected of us that we should
battle Ibis question out year after year.
Surely the result, even of that policy as
so far carried out, is sufficient evidence
that it was a wtise policy undertaken in
the best interests of the whole of the
State. I can imagine this country with
none of our agricultural railways con-
structed, as it was five years ago; I can
imagine it again with none of this atgri-
cultural settlement, and I can imagine a
severe state of depression over the whole
State. That pessimism, which members
ar-c so apt to call up to their -aid in their
arguments, that feeling of despair that
no good is ever coming to the country,
should not exist. We should take heart,
be satisfied that the work which has
been put into this agricultural develop-
ment is bound to succeed. Indeed, it is
proved it is successful, and, therefore.
having so far assured ourselves that the
policy is right-end I believe hon. memn-
hers in their innermost hearts believe it
also--we should go forward without fear,
without hesitation, in ordler that we
might get the full benefit of that policy.
The leader of the Opposition went on to
criticise the financial methods Of the
G4overnment, and my method;, more par-
ticularly when I was Treasurer. He con-
demned roundly the expenditure of loan
moneys on what he termed, non-produc-
tive works, and he seemed to think that
this was a sin that could be laid exclu-
sively to the door of the present Adminis-
tration, and that we had taken some
great departure from the principles
which had been adopted by previous
Governments. I want to point out that
the principles adopted by us are the
principles that have actuated every Gov-
ernment since Responsible Government,
during- the term Of every Government by
whom agricultural pursuits have been
assisted, that agricultural development
has been taken in hand out of Loan
funds, and many hundreds of tjiousands
of pounds have been spent on mining
development. The Government to

which the hon. member belonged, s-
though he was a member only for a
couple of months, as he has pointed out,
followved the same principle.

Mr. Johnson: Only a little more
wisely.

The MLINISTER FOR WORKS: A
little Inure foolishly, if anything. They
spent loan mnoneys to the extent of
£C130,000 for a rabbit-proof fence. The
leader of the Opposition and his then
colleague, the mnember for (inildford, ;ay
at once, ''Oh, yes, we were obliged !o
do that for wre had not the money.''

"Mr. Bath: I said that we had to) do it,
Owing to bungling in connection with [the
first fence which wvas constructed from
revenute.

The MIENISTER FOR WORKS: It.
was done because the Government had
not the money to construct it out of
revenue. It -was spent in constructing
the first fence.

'Mr. Bath: It was bungled.
The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes,

it' vou like. I was not a member of the
previous A\dministration.

Mr. Scaddan: You were il a membher
of Parliaument then.

The MINISTER FOR WORK S: Ven-,
1 was a member of Parliament in 1.997.
It was in Sir John Forrest's ime that the
first fence was constructed. It. goes to
show -this, that the hon. muember's Gov-
ermnent at that time found themselves
obliged to spend loan moneys oii one of
the most mnreproductive Works one could
vonceive-a rabbit-proof fence.

Mr. Bat-h: I have never attemnpted to
instifv it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
What a different position wo would have
been in had we been in power then. We
wvould nor have spent the money out of
loan, but out of revenue. The Cornmon-
wvealth dnring that year returned to i.;i
State £4 2s. per head of populationi. Last
year they returned only £2 s. If we had
had the sarne return last year as the
Labour Government had in 1904-5 we
would have had half a million more re-
venue than they had. If We had bad it
what couldl we not hare done with it? We
would not have built any huilditig out.
of loan rnonevs, niot a rabibit-proof fence
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out of loan moneys. We would have built
them all out of revenue, and would have
had a big surplus, iii addition, to spend
for agricultural and mining develop-
ment. Surely this matter hans been de-
bated thruLadhare.

Mr. Bath: You have had four years
in which to do these -works out of revenue.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: As
the mcinbcr knows 'there has been a fall-
ing off in revenue year by year until we
are £600,000 or £:700,000 worse off now
than wte were six or seven yeani ago. We
are a million worse off that' we wvere
when Fede ration started.

Mr, Bail)i: The people of thev State
have not lost the money.

The MINISTERI FOR. WORKS: One
cannot -take the money out of the people's.
pockets in one fell swoop.

Mr. ~t~h: One can raise the money.
The IMINISTER FOR WORKS: T

defy -the lion, member to say that we can
go from indirect to direct taxation in 12
years, let alone in 12 months. The
people emianot and would not stand it. It
,must be gradual. We have done more
than any' previous Government; we have
taken 'the fist step in -that taxation which
members opposite advocate. The leader
of the Opposition again trotted out the
old comnpArisons andiLe uoIted from a
speech made by 2%r. Gardiner when
Treasurer, In that -speech there were
come very wvise sayings. His were capi-
tal speeches, and far be it from me to
depreciate omne iota from Ur. Gardiner's
sitatenients. 1. look upon Mr. Ganrdiner
as a smnart business. mail, and be was an
excellent Treasurer, and lie did the best
he could dluring his term of office, which,
by the vray, v was only 12 months. Thoug-h
he mnade excrellent speeches there was very
litile result as regards the administra-
dion of flip Trasury in the direct-ion in-
dic-ated by those speeches. For instance,
Mr. Glardiner's borrowings during his
year of office in 1903 amounted to nearly
half a] iilti.'ni of money. all issued in the
'Eastern States at four per cent. It was
local inscribed stock issued at par, and
allowing 1 per cent, for transferring the
mioney to London. it cost the State £4 2a.
lOid. per cent.

M~r. John1Son: it was not transferred.
T he M INI STER FO1R WORKS:

What was done with it?
Mr. Johnson: It was used in the Statte,

and arrangements were made with the
other States.,

The 'MINISTtER FOR WORKS: Ex-
antly: and] they lpaid interest in the other
States.

Mr. Johnson : No. they did 1101.

[Air, Speaker -resumed tie Chair.]

The MIN [STER FOR WORKS:-
Even if you take that off it is a good
comparison. During 1907-8 the present
Government issued over £E200,000 worth
of stuck, which under the same conditions
cost V8 14s. 8d. These figures are patent
to everyone. I object strongly fto this con-
stant nag-ging at myv administration of
the Treasury as being inferior to
that of any previous Treasurer.
I1 think it is about up to hon, meinbeni to,
study the figures for themselves and see
exractly what the result has been. 1 ad-
mit that Mfr. Gardiner did the best be
Could during his term of office; at the
same time I. think hon. members oughit
to bie generous enough to admit that I have
done the best J could in the three years
that 1. have held the Treasury portfolio,
and 1 defy hon. members to show w.%here 1.
made a mistake in. raising money in the
interests of the State There is only one
oilier miatter I wi-sh to point out, and that
is that the Member for Swan-I am sorry
lie is not here-stated that he was directty
oppose4td to the expenditure of loan moneys
on works which were not directly repro-
ductive. When. challenged with his advo-
cacy of loan mioneys being expended on
roads within the State, he said. "Oh, yes:
I intended that to be money advanced to
loc-al authorities by way of loan." Thai

inyor nka o he the case. I am read3

point out his inconsistency. Here we
have local authorities permitted to borrow
nmiic~v for road construction. We have
municipalities whose loans are exp.ended
ion reproductive works, and yel the hon.
uiember says, "Yon can borrow numney Io
lend to these people for that class of work.
hut you must not indulge in the construe-
tin of such works yourseclf." The State
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is young, and being young and .nnde-
veloped, and of large dimensions, I main-
tain that it is not possible at the presentl
juncture to build railways in our -agri-
cultural areas without this expenditure of
loan money, and I think we muay certainly
be excused if we take a leaf, to some mea-
surable extent, from the experience of the
older States, and spend loan moneys in
moderation upon those works Which set-
tiers so much demand, The expenditure
in Western Australia is a mere bagatelle
as; compared with that of the Liastern
States. Will the hon. member compare
our expenditure with the expenditure on
roads in Tasmania? No less than .34 per
cent, of their total loan has been ex-
pended on -rads and bridges. New South
Wales has expended 7 , per cent, of its
total on roads and bridges and public
bunildings;f Victoria has spent 4 per cent.;
Queensland, 6 per cent.; and South Aus-
India, ov-er S per cent.; whereas in Wes-
tern A-ustralia only 2Y14 per cent. of' its
Luau Fund has been expended oni roads
and bridges. fin New Zealand, that great
country which the bon. metmber referred
to as being such a shining example in its
financial methods, has expended nearly
s;even millions on roads and bridges, and
ihat ton out of a total iiidebtedness of 70
millions. Hion. members will see that ire
tire far front approaching any way itear
to those States which bare been quoted
-is examples.

Mr. Bath : we liave nub' lately made at
st art.

The MINISTER I"OR WORKS: The
lion, member is wrong. Loan moneys have
been expended on public buildings as far
back as 16 and 17 years ago. If he likes
to turn uip the public aceounts lie can see
that for himself. Let ilc say in conclusion
that as far -as the Auditor General is
cuneerued, his dulty is to point out any
di';erepaacics that miar' arise under
the Audit Act, but it does not neces-
sadly follow that a heinous offence has
been committed, and it does not follow
that every statement hie make-; is intended
to be a charge against the Government
of incompetency or, perhaps, something
worse. T think the departments are en-
titled to reply to those charges, and I
think it would be well if the report were

distributed to jte 31 iistenr~, and the a-
sints and onder secretaries of the de-

partments were asked to draw uip reasons
aliillSiflhitfll01S far the acts 4-omlplaiuied
oft, s-o I lint their reports should accompany
that of the Auditor General when it 'was
presented to Parliament.

Mr. Walker: Will you give him a
final rejoinder-'

Mr. Bath: %Ye would never see the
t~ltor the Li.

The MINISTER FORl WORKS: The
Auditor Uleneral could make his rejoin-
4cr in tile next year.

Mr. Bolton: We would certainly never
get his report then.

Thle MINISTER FOR WORKS:* I
want to explain also that thie tooverii-
mtent has no concern and no tuft tol over
the time in which the Auditor General '.-
report is presented. The report is eni-
tiucly in the hands of the A uditi'r Gen-
era] himself: indeed, I think he sends
it to the Speaker, who tins lu present
it to the House. The Treasurer cannot
order the Auditor lenci-ld I' ha0ve thle
report ready by a certain tiie.

M1r. Bath: He has to wait until the
aceounts. are submitted to hirn.

The Premier: The accounts, have been
completed e-arlier this xear I hunut has ever
been the ease before.

Ur. Walker: Then. probably, it is tie
printer.

Thie MINISTER FOR WORKS: Oh1,
no, it is not. Even a direct order from
the Minister chat the report should be
presented at a certain time would be of
no avail, because the Minister has no
contLrol over the A uditor General. if
lion. members wish to have the Auditor
General's report placed before them when
the Budget is being delivered they would
have to close the financial year, some
months before Parliament meets. It
would be necessary to close thle financial
year in March, if we are to meet in
June, in order to give the Auditor Gen-
eral a chance to get his accounts closed,
balances audited. and then draw up his
report. Lt is not anl easy miatter to draw
up a report of this nature. There are
obstacles ir. the way, and the Auditor
General has done his best to present it
before the close of the session. Let me
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.say that the (iovernment have taken heed
of the Anditor General's comiplaints. The
Government have appointed a Royal Com-
mission to go through the whole of the
departments, and that Commission has is-
suied an interim report which M[inisters
have not yet seen.

Mr. Johnson: Why?
The M1INISTER FOR WORK,'.: Thie

Premier has promised to lay it on the
Table of the House to-morrow.

Mr. .Johnsn: W~honu re thne Ijormis-
'O)nners?

The MINISTER1 F'OR WORKS: Mr.
.Tull and Mr. Mot-hbhion. That report
will (leal excluisively with tire methods of
arennntanev. and it is thre intention of
Me1 GIovernment to consider that report
well, and if lpossible, to adopt the sag-
gestions whbich will appeal to them as
being for the betterment of the system
now in vo-rue. Hon. mnembiers will see
that the promise I made during the last
session of Parliament was not overlooked.
Thie figures were obtained from the East-
ern States, and the consequence was that
a new Audit Act has been on the stocks,
buat we have not been able to introduce
it. It has been impossible to introduce
all the important measures which we con-
tamplated introducin1g. Hon. members
are aware that the session -was broken
into by the Conference which took piece
in Melbourne.

Ur. Bath: We should meet earlier.
The MNISTER FOR WORKS: I

do not think that we could.
The Premier: You must not forget

that we adjourned in February.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Hon.

mtembers have not 'had much time in re-
cess this year, and! besides, it is not of
mouch use meeting before the financial
year closes.

Mr. Bath: You could mneet in June and
deal with the Licensing Bill, the Health
Bill, and several other measures.

The IYISTPJR FORl WORK S: Hin,
nwembeiN require some relaxatio] Mlii-
iters certainly do, because they arego
ing night and day, even when the House
is not sitting. I do not think that hon.
members would he pleased to meet two
or three mntaths earlier than we do. Even

the leader of the Opposition wants to get
into recess as much as we do.

Mr. W,%alker: We should like the ses-
sion to betan earlier and the recev to
begin earflier.

The MI[NISTER FOR WOR (CS:
That might lie arranged, but it seems to
he the fashion to sit right up to Christ-
mnas, no mnatter when we meet. This
year, however, if we had not gone to
Melbourne we would have had that extra
month, and we would hare got through
inuch earlier.

Mir. SCAD DAN rose to speak.
Mr. SPEAKER: It is not the custom

for an hon. member to speak after a
Minister has replied.

Mr. SCADDAN: The M.Ninister for
Works did not introduce the Bill, it was
the remiier who introduced it. and the
Premier has not replied.

MAfr. SPE IAIKER: T understand -that
the Minister for Works was replying for
the Premier. The Standing Orden, pro-
inide that after a Mfinister has replied the
debate shall close.

Mr. Bath: The Premier introduced the
ineasure bt,. hie has not -been in thelHouse
until just recently.

Mr. SPEAKER: I understood the
Minister was. in charge for the Premier.

Mr. .Johnson: I would suggest that
the Premier should speak now, and sri
get over the difficulty.

Mr. SCADDANN: I object to the Pre-
mier speaking now. On 'this occasion I.
am sorry 1 cannot give way to him.

Ms. ]Bat i: The member for Ivanhoe, I
think, should be permitted to address the
House,

Mr. SCAI)DAN (Ivanhoe) : I cer-
tainly would not have said anything
but for c!ertain remarks which were
made by' the MXinister for- Min es.
'Unfortunately l was not present
when the statements, were made. Tf
I have heard them correctly I have no
thesitation in saying they were uttered
by the Minister out of pique for the at-
tack made upon him the other evening in
connection wi6th a certain grrant nuder the
'Mines Developmuent Act. I re~urret. that
the M'Ninister is not present. I have been
told that lie left the Chamnber the other
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e~ening and said in the presence of more
t-han one mnember of this House that as
a result ost' (tie attack wade upon himn the
goldfields would suffer. I am not alto-
gether surprised] at the attitude adopted
by -the AMinister in connection with
grants under tile Mines Development Act
ais provided in these Loan Bills. [ un-
derstand hie said that owing to these at-
tacks he did not propose to spend money,
or to grant loans under this Act.

The- Minister for WVorks. He s;aid "if
it were the desire of tile House."

Mr. SCAIMl)N: If hie imagines that
it is the desire of' the House that lie
should uot continue the policy of lend-
ing moneys, under this Act, what does he
think the Act is For? Thle Act is still in
existence; it has not been amended. I
say that1 suchi a statement un his part Is
tantamnount to an admnission thai lie has
notLthe contidetico of the [lomse and tihat,
consequeintly, hie has not the right to con-
tinue to hold thle portrolio of Minister
f'or Mines. J1' lie really said that lie did
not propose to spend this -money in future

say lie ouii to resigni inimediately. : e-
ause it is an admission that he hiss *iot
the confidence of the HouIse. So long as
-in Act of Parliament remains on our
statute hook what right has a Mlinister
to take upon himoself to say that the Act
will not he put, into operationt1 What
right -has he, iii a desire to retort on
members Cur civiticising his adinnist ration
oif the department, to say he will. not
('arty out anl Act of Parliament which be
is supposed to administer? As inter-
jected by the member for Guildford it
might he pointed out that, irrespective of
die Minister's feelings tnowards lion. mem-
hers on this side of the House and their
criticism of his administration, -be should
he prepared to do a fair thing by the
gtoldfields. I want to say that the Mlin-
ister has not shown the hest judgment in
the distrihution of the vote under the
Mfines Development Act. I am sorry he
is not in his place, because I desire -to
make something- in the nature of a per-
sonal shtack upon him. We hear a great
desl of -what he has done in connection
with this vote, and of the wisdomn he has
displayed in its distribution. The mem-

her f or West Perth wanted to know
whet-her interest was charged on these
loans. I can inform the hon. member
that interest is charged, but is not
collec~ted. Sometimes it is collected
by the selling- up of a property, but it is
not always collected. Here is an item
under this assistance for mines develop-
nient, showing a loan to W. Itingsmill
and party of the Chester mine in the
Ravenshhorpe district-a loan made on
the 30rth June, 1908, tinder Part III. of
the Act. rfhe amount of, [he aloan was
£190 2s. Id., and the interest charged wams
L09 .12s. 11d. Yet we find that the prin-
cipal repaid was nil and the interetA paid
nlil also. From this the member for
West Perth will see that the amount of
in-terest chargzed does uot always repre-
sent Ole amount collected. Again, only
recently the MXinister granted a loanL of
£1,000 to the Callion Gold Mining Conw-
pamny iii his own electorate. That was
gran1.1ted in 19O8 and the interest charged
was £9 Os. 6Id. The principal repaid was
mii. In respect to this the Auditor Get-
endl makes the following remarks: "Re-
payments not inade. interest not met.
C1 7&. 5d. short chargedt interest on the
30th June, IN00." It may interest mem-
bers to know exactly when this. loan was
applied for and ivlien granted, together
with sonic other circtumstances which suw-
ionind the granting of this loanl. The
('ailhion int'p is sitnated in the Menzies
district. The writs for the general elec-
tion were issued tin Wednesday. 26th Ani-
g-ust, 1908--

'Mr. Osborni: Is this the Menzies elec-
tion over again?

Mtr. SCADDAN: Nominations- closed
on Thursday, September 3rd. The ap-
plication for the loan was made oii Thurs-
day, September 10. The elections were
held on Friday, September 11 and, as
lion. members know, the Minister was de-
feated for fihe Menzies electorate. But
the Minister was not so particular about
this; ease as; he pretended to be about the
loan to Berteaux, in which he said he had
shown his anxiety that the State should
he protected. Because, after lie had
ceased to be a member of -this Chambher,
altbrunrh he continued to hold -the port-
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folio of Mfiister for Mines,, he speedily
granted this application for £1,000. The
loan was approved on October l6bbh, 1908,
when the appeal 'to declare 'the election
null and void was before the Supreme
Court, and when he was not actually a
member of the House. Fresh elections
were held on November 20th. Sometimes
we are told we have no right to accuse
bon. members of persona! motives in
these -matters; but what sort of construe-
tion 'can be 'put on the granting of a loan
of -that nature when the Minister knew
$ull well that the question of -his re-elec-
tion was pending before the Supreme
Courti Some bon. members on the other
side of the House wvill say "After all that
it does not 'matter, it does not concern uts;
the 'Minister has control of these loans."
But I say if 'Shc Minister were anxious
about protecting his own honour and in-
tegrity asq a Minister of the Crown he
would 'have declined to consider an ap-
plication for i. loan of that nature in his
own dlecto rate after he had eased to be
it member.. and when a fresh election was
pending. T want to say that the iNnister
for Mines must carry some responsibility
in connection with this matter. Will the
them Treasurer say 'he was aware of thn
fact that this loan was only applied for
on the day before the election, and was
approved oin October 16th, in a little over
a -month. while in some eases applications
are in for two years before being dealt
with. Yet on the eve of an election,
after be %had ceased to bhe a member, the
Minister granted a loan of £1,000 to the
Caflion Company in his own electorate.
'The other evening, when I menftioned this
matter, the Minister asked me if I was
sure about my facts. Apparently *he
wanted me to infer that hie was going to
appoint a4 Royal Commission to inquire
'into my statemients. But it would seem
that hie has; since looked up the dates
and found that the statement T made
vs- eorrect; anyhow, T will give the

dates the M,%inister gzave in answer to
questions asked by the member for Boul-
der. T know the Minister will attempt to
make the public believe that the reason
he made the statement he did to-night
in cnnetion with the rrantingp of fur-

ther loans under the Mines Development
IAct was because goldfields members criti-
cised -his administration. Threats of :that
nature will not induce me to refrain
from criticising the Minister when T con-
sider him deserving of criticism. E4'ven
though the goldfields mnay suffer on ae-
count of piquie on the Minister's port I
ami not going to refrain from criticising
the MXinister. F'or 1. say whatever indus-
try it niay be, whether it is agriulture
or miniing, the taxpayers ought t o be pro-
tected; and in Ithis eon nection they have
not been properly protected. The politi-
cal interests of 'the Minister have beeni
apparently the only consideration.

Mr. SPEAKER: We are dealing with
the second reading of a Bill. It is hardly
the time to criticise the Mlinister's actions
as the .hon. member is doing.

Mr, SCADDAN: The purpose of the
Loan Bill is 'to provide the Minister with
money to spend on mines development.

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, and the discus-
sion has heen very wide. I have no de-
sire to curtail the hon. member's remarks,
but hie should confine himself more closely
to the Bill.

Mx. SCADDAN: This is the only op-
portunity we have of discussing the mat-
ter. We might have taken other oppor-
tunities, as for instance the moving of a
motion, but we had no chance of reach-
ing it. I have only gOne back some 12
months. whiereas the Minister for Works
referred to the policy of the Labour
Government. in respect to the rablbit proof
fence in 190..

The Minister for Works: Z was reply-
ing to the leader of the Opposition.

Mr. Bait: T never mentioned the rabbit
proof fence in my remarks.

Mr. SCADl)AN: I only want to show
how far s.ome members have gone hack
in connection with this question of loan
money. However, T desire to enter an
emphatic protest against the attitude
adopted by the Minister for Mines in this
connection this evening. I say that a
Mtinister of the Crown who will give ut-
terance to a statement of the kind be
made, is not fit to continue in control of
such a large spending department acc that
of the Mines. If be will allow his per-
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soa pique against hon. member on this
idde of the House to influence him in his
treatment of the goldfields--

The Minister for Works: He said,
"if Parliament desired."

Mr. SCADDAN: The Act is there until
it is repealed. What right has anybody
to say that it shall not be put in opera-
tion?1

The Minister for Works: It will be.
Mr. SCADDAN: Then what did the

Minister mean?
TFhe Minister for Workis: He meant that

you were finding fault 'with him for spend-
ing money.

-Mr. SCADDAN: No, not with the
sipending of money, but with the manner
in which it. is spent-. The Menzies electo-
rate, the Minister should remember, is not
the only mining constituency. The Mini-
ster has never spent sixpence in my ekee-
torate, nor is be likely to do so;- but he
can always find money to spend in his own
electorate. There is always money avail-
able for the purpose of the Mines De-
velopment Act when an election is pend-
ing in his own electorate. I say that other
members representing other goldfields
constituencies have good cause for com-
plaint, and that the attitude adopted by
the Minister for Mines in 'his threat ti-
night will not cause me to lessen my cri-
ticism of that. bon. gentleman when I
consider it to be deserved. I did not hear
fhe whole of the remarks of the member
for Kalgourlie, but I understand he too
took exception to the statement made by
the Minister. T[he member for Roebourne,
however, beg-an to throw bouquets around
the Chamber, Particularly at the Mini-
ster for Mines. I think that, irrespective
of the attitude adopted by the 'Minister
on this question if in future be continues
to grant loans under the conditions on
which he granted this for the Callion
Company, he will find hon. members
ready to criticise him just as severely as
in the past. Why, there are many Mini-
sters of the Crown throughout Australia
who have been compelled to leave Parlia-
ment over less, what may be termed,
shady actions than the granting of that
loan to the Callion G.M. Company. It
is getting- as closely as one can to political
briber,. It is a wonderful fact the public

weore not aware of the fact until after the
elections were over. Yet we are told that
we have not the funds to carry on with
when applications, are made for loans
in other directions to whbich Ministers
are not favourable. But money can be
found for the purpose of securing the
return of a Minister when he is uip for
election.

The Minister for Works: What money
is found?

Mr. SCADDAN: One thousand pounds.
The Minister for Works: Why?
Mr. SCAIDDAN: To secure the return

of the Minister for Mines.
The Minister for Works: I ask, Mr.

Speaker, for protection for my colleague.
The hon. member sbould withdraw that

'Mr. SPEAKER: The bon. member
mnust withdraw.

Mr. SCADDAN: I withdraw, but it is
pretty well known it has that effect. That
is the point.

Mr. SPEAKEIR: The hon. member ex-
pressed his intention of making a personal
attack on the Minister. It is hardly right
on the second reading.

Mr. SCADDAN: What T meant by
a personal attack was not an attack on
the Minister for Mines but on the Minis-
try as a whole in connection with the ad-
ministration of the department. One
cannot separate the memrber for MVenzics
.from the Minister for Mines. In any
ease I do not desire to pursue the matter
further except to say that in my opinion
loans of this nature should not be in the
absolutle control of the Minister. He
cannot be expected to have a complete
knowledge of the wants of the whole of
the goldficelds. In view of that fact I say-
there should he boards appointed in order
that they may consider the question of
whether loanc should be g-ranted in the
various (districts; because after all we cano-
not remnove the fact that the heads of de-
purtients, and those called upon to wake
reports on applications for loans, arein
fluenced in a large measure by the attitude
adopted on any particular loan by the
Minister. It is a most remarkable thing
to inc that while in cases applicants have
had to wait anything from eightees
months to two years before their appli-
cations were finally dealt with,. yet in a
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t-ase of 1ii kind when an election is peud-
ing" ii c-an he dealt with in just a little
over a month. I ask any member who
will consider this for a moment without
knowing anything more -titan we know in
connection with this loan, what construc-
tion can he put on the fact that the
Minister waSc so expeditious in dealing
wi th this matter? Did the State Mining
Engineer proceed to the spot as be does
in other case to -make a report I If so
did the Minister urge him to expedite
that report in order that the loan might
be granted! I think it would he interest-
ing to the House to know exactly whether
the Minister granited the loan off his own
bat, or whether he bad reports made by
the State Mining Engineer OrL the Gov-
erment Geologist.

Mfr. Johnson: Ln the Act lie has the
power to do so.

Mr. SCADDAN: And that is exactly
what I think the House should deal with.
Ent my Opinion the circumostances sur-
rounding the granting- of this !oan to the
Gallion Company do not redound to the
credit of' the Mlinister's control of the
Mines Department; and I shialt not cease
my criticisms because the Minister at-
tempts to vietiinise the goldlfields accord-
ing to the statement he has made to-night,
in the direction of saying lie does not
propose to loan-any further money under
the Mining Development Act if Parlia-
mnert so desires. 1 stated at the outset
that1 if he considers that Parliament does
not desire that hie should administer the
Mining Development Act, then the only
desire Parliament can have is in saying
that the Minister is not capable of ad-
ministering that Act. It means that if
the Minister considers that to be the case
it is an admission that he is not capable
of administering the Act, and in view of
that lie c4hould retu rn his port folio. That
;s the main point I wish to mnake, that
the Mtinister is himyself admitting that the
House has no confidence in) his adinini-
4tation of this particular Act. I believe
I should have bronght up this discussion
on one of the items, hut I wanted to
s.how the 'Minister that he was not going-
lo prevent Or disceussing it on the plea
that he had replied. I do not desire to
-ay any more except that I hope miore

pulilic tttention wiUl be drawn to tWe
ianijer in which the loans are granted
under Parts IV. and VI., and that Par-
liatuent will consider the advisability of
so amending the Act that the Mfinister
will not he able, without consulting some
local bodies, such as mnining boards, to
loan mioneys in such a woanner as he 'as
done in the past, and especially wYhen
lie was not. even a member of the House.

Ur. TRtOY ('Mt. Magnet) : I am comn-
pelted to make a few remarks in view o'f
the very grave utterance made by [he
Minister for Mines to-night and to
which 1 take the very strongest excep-
tion as a member representing a gold-
fields constituency which to a large ex.-
tent innat be developed by means of the
development vote. I feel that the best
interests of my electorate would not be
served by my remaining silent when the
Minister tor the time being controlling
Lhe Mines Department gives the House
to understand that he will withhold the
expenditure of this vote because of the
eriticismn of members of the Chamber. I
do not think that in the history of this
Parliament a more serious utterance has
ever been made, nor one so open to t.he
izravest objections--a Minister of the
Crown smarting under criticism of memn-
bers of the Chamber threatening that lie
will penalise the constituencies these
members represent by refusing to expend
inoneys which are very necessary for the
development of their electorates. I
doubt whether in any uther Chamber in
Australia such an utterance would be
supported by a Minister's colleagues or
even by mneibers sitting 'in Mtinisterial
benches. 'hI, M1inister in charge of any
department is in charge of that depart-
inent by the will of Parliament and is
anlswera'ble to, the Parliament of tbe
State. The vote lie is to spend at. his
discretion is not his own inoney but is
the mioney of the people of the State
provided by Ihis Parliament. in this ea.3e
from loan funds. Parliament authorised
a certain amaut for expenditure, and
the Minister is compelled to earry out
the authorisation of Parliament; other-
wise there is. only one course to be taken,
and that is that the Minister shall vacate
his office. INO responsible MIfinister has
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any justification for taking up a threat-
ening attitude in regard to the moneys
placed at his disposal by Parliament and
still hold his position; and no Parliament
would he worthy of 'the name, and no
member of Parliament, having any re-
gard for his position, if for a moment
support was given to a Minister who
used, 'as undoubtedly the Minister for
Mines did to-night, a -threat. If we are
here to shape our conduct in the House
according to threats or promises of gain
we have no business here. We are
itowards if we arc influenced by either
factor. Would I be worthy of my place
in the House if I supported the Minister
or, a Government because of certain pro-
mises of gain to lay coostituentsi I
would not be worthy of my place either
if I sat down and allowed incidents to
go unnoticed which I deemed to be
wrong, merely in order to gain the favour
of the lMinisters sitting for the time
being in the Chamber7 I do not care
bow it may affect me personally, and T
regret to say one can never disassociate
the Minister for Mines from the person
of Mr. Gregoary, because attack the Minis-
ter's administration, and the Minister
always takes it as a personal matter, and
will carry it oput of the Chamber into
the corridors and down to his office- I
know this, because I have had personal
experience of it, and I have determined
that so long as I occupy a seat in rho
House I shall be influenced by no threat
or hope of gain so far as any Minister
is concerned. There have been important
votes for the development of my elect-i-
rate.

Mr. Send dan: You will never get -any
nwre.

Mr. TROY: There have been huge
amotuts provided for the building of
railways, hut I have never allowed that
Consideration to influence me in my vote.
When the Minister has done -right in.
moy opinion1 I go to my constituency and
give him credit for it. Eight or rune
months agzo when I visited the Vonanme
district, although at a banquet given in
my honour the major portion of the
rredit wvas given me for the advantages
they bad gained, I pointed out that had
it not been for the Minister for Mfines,

who was absent, they could never have
had the facilities that bad brought about
their prosperity. I have always given
the Minister that credit on the goldields,
but in the House to his face I have al-
wrays criticised him, and I shall carry on
that criticism. The member for Kal-
goorlie said that it -was probably with
a sense of just indignation the Minister
had spoken as he did, but we know much
less than just indignation went to help it.
The Minister was largely influenced by
the attack made on him the other night
in connection with the Berteaux ease,
and I have no doubt as to that view. I
certainly think the Minister is smarting
tinder that criticism, criticism which was
well deserved and which was proved by
the late inquiry which took place,
Was there no reason for criticismn there,'
was there no grave reason for the closest
inquiry and the strongest criticism of
the Minister's action? This is not the
only case. Take the matter I brought
tip in the House last session, the ease of
the loan granted to Wilson & Meson at
Vaigoo from the Mining Development
Vote. Could anything more scandalous
have occurred in the history of the Mines
Department 9 In that case a sum of over
£C300 was given to two per-sons, one of
whom had never been in the district pre-
viously. At the time the money wvas
paid to them they had not even made
application for the land, still, they ;ot
the money to purchase aL battery to erect
on land which they had not taken up-
They did not even know that the stone
on the property was of any value. WhaL
was the result of that loan? It was
disastrous. Wilson and 'Moxon were-
unable to pay the loan hac.k and they
could make no use of it. The property
was handed to a company wvho did iiot

mneet their liabilities, and now the mine
has been takent up by soinic of the resi-
dents tif Yalgoo, who, I believe, will pay
back to the department the money ad-
vanced in the first place. The persons to
Whom that loan was given bar] no0 jstipe
it' their claim. It was given in the most
extraonrdinary circumstances, and ifr
loans of that character are to be given
there is full justification for criticism
in regard to these matters by members.
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It is similar matters to those that have
brought criticism on the Minister in this
Chamber. Administration of that sort is
niot in the interests of the country or of
the Mining Development Vote. There
has been every reason for the criticism
directed against the Minister, and that
criticism is supported by actual trans-
actions which have taken place and
which do niot speak to the credit of the
Mines Department. Now the Minister
states that lie ANill niot expend the money
provided in the -Mining- Development
Vote this year owing to the criticism.
Did lie expend thre full amount provided
last year? No. The amount provided
on the Loan Estimates last year for the
development of the goldfields and mnin-
eral resources amounted to £100,000, and
the amount spent was only £E60,000), or
£40,000 less than was provided. Whtt
a difference there is in regard to the cx-
penditure tinder the Mining Development
Vote as against the expenditure with
regard to agricultural developmuent. For
the development of agriculture £140,000
was provided last year, and of that sum
£116,000 was expended. Only a little
more than, one-half of that provided for
ruining development was spent although
there was great need for the expenditure
in order it) assist the industry. There
is a particular necessity for water sup-
plies in goldfields districts and a great
necessity also for State batteries. Appli-
cations for- assistance in these directions
have been denied ont the score that suff-
cieni nmney was riot available, and yot

Aye findo that it nl a little over one-half
t he suin provmided by Parliament has
been expendlecl. Is it possible that the
Atinister is sacr-ificing the mining to th,-
agriculturnal i ndusti-' v.I amt well aware
t hat in the Cabinet there is i vast ma-
jority of Ministers having little sym-
pathy with goldfields development. The
great majority of members of Cabinet
are naturallyv associated with the ag-ri-
cultural industryv and as a result we have
a greater expenditure in connection
with the development of agriculture by
100 per cent, than we haive for the le-
velopmnent of the mining industry. There-
fore, the 'Minister for Mines must he
aerifleing the mining for the agricultural

industry. That is proved by the Esti-
mates. On the Loan Bill, which we have
before us, thre sum of £96,000 is provided
for "Development of goldfields and miii-
eral resources," and no less than £202,000
for "Development of agriculture." The
milling industry, which has built up this
State, which the State to-day looks to
largely for its protsperity, is being utterly
sacrificed for the other industry. [ have
never objected to a reasonable amount
being spent on agriculture, and I will
always support it, but I cannot help nis-
ing some objection when I find that,
whereas only £06,000 is provided for tbe
development of the mining industry
t:202.00)0 is provided for- thre development
of* lie agricultural industry. Take away
the mining industry to-morrow and what
is there left? This would then be a very
poor State, and yet little is being done to-
dayl f or the industry despite thre great
advantage it is to the State. I know this
particularly' well, because I represent an
electorate which is growing, in which the
po'pulation has increased threefold in the
last four years. I know the wants of
fhaI. electorate. I[ know the development
which has taken place by the efforts and
enlergies of prospectors, and I know that
facilities are being denied those people.
facilities which they must have if they
are to make a livelihood and open up the
country. [in this Loan Bill there is an
amiount of £33000 provided for roads
and bridges. That, again, is a subsidy
towards agriculture, because the roads
:,,d bridges for which provision is made
here are not for the goldfleids districts.
i do not know of one bridge to be con-
structed in Ia goldfields district, and as
for roads, the great majority of the gold-
fields people generally make the roads
themselves. Take -thre Revenue Estimates
aind thre Loan Estimates, and it will be
.seen that 90 per- cent, of the items for
roads and bridges are for agricultural
areas. Thre mining industry is being ab-
soluitely sacrificed to the agricultural in-
dustryA, which is represented in Cabinet
almost exclusively. I am in '10 way op-
posed to the agricultural industry, for I
have always given my vote for the rail-
ways, and for evenv other advantage to
the industry. but f object to this great
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exjpenditure oin agriculture, a,;ie vote
for the mining industry is not. nearly
sullicient to meet the smallest wants of
the gnldtields people. There would he
little. use, in discussing this Bill further
because it has been adequately discussed
tn-night. There will be an opportunity
on the Loan Estimnates to go more thor-
oughtly inito these matters as we come 't(o
them, and( I intnd to go thoroughly into
themn and make sonme remnarls in regard
tot matters which have been criticised in
the.Auditor General'% report; these re-
marst will particularly refer to axgricul-
ture. I would tnt have spoken now, and
there would have been but little discus-
,-ion from this side of the House had it
not -been ojr the remarks of the Minister
for Mines. During all these yeam, that
g"jntlenmn tis been crying jieecarn. Hi'
has heef i ost apolog-etic in regard tO
every matter hit has brought forward, and
now -at the end of thle session, whenl Ike
thinks there is little opportunity for
ixeinbers to take exception to his remarks
he has made his one nilitanit speech of
the session. Now that there is an op-
poriity geiven 0i himn to answer the
criticisms whichi have bieen levelled
against himi lie is not in his place it% the
Rouse, but i'; outside so that hie call eS.-
cape that criticism. His remarks were
entirely uncalled for, and they Will inot
be forgotten by' the goldields people of
the State. I take the strongest exception
to them. I know the Premier is not oine
who would submit to the attitude taken
up by the 'Minister, as he has never sup-
parted that attitude, and I hope lie will
see that his Minister is rebuked for- the
unwarranted statemientilhe nimde r-egard-
nr the REstimiates.

Mr. Mc~DOWALL (Coolgardie : A few
sentences will suffice for me to express all
I desire to say in this matter. I regret
very much that the Minister for 'Mines
has stated that he will not use the Mining
Development Vote during the recess,
for that is praetically what it means.
If one looks at the schedule one will find
that we have only £66,500 for mining
development and £200,000 for agricul-
tural developmenf, £000,000 for railways,
fully £500,000 of which is represented by

agricultural railways. I have no ohs-
jection. to the development of agriculture
in the State. As a tuatter of fact, I am
strongly in favour of it, but the great
mining industry is the onet that should be
fostered to every possible extent. When
we have only £06,500 placed here for its
development, aind when the Minister
practically tells us that he will not event
expend that money, it is time for- the ,gold-
fields members to take exception to it.
If one takes the Commonwealth Year
IBook for 1907, it will he found that the
Mining industry of this State produced
that year £ 7,64,000. and that the agri-
cultural, pastoral and all other industries
put together only produced £7,893,000.
When it is real ised that the mining industry
up to the present is practically responsible
For one-half the wealth the State has pro-
dosed, it is not asking too much that the
Mining lDevelopmnent Vrote should be
exercised to the fullest possible extent.
f do not wish to join in tile condemnation
of tile Minister altogether in conniection
with this vote. I think credit should be
given where credit is due, and T know
perfectly wvell that several loans have
been made in my constituency which
have been warranted. Even if the mnoney
is never recovered. -vexi if there is a.
certain amount of loss, in connectico with
the vote, the vast importance of the
mining induistry warrants the money
being exp~ended Under all the ercitn.
stances I hope that the Minister will see
his way niot to carry out the threat hie
has made this afternoon. Mistakes will
oecur and mioney will lie lost in any busi-
21"q-. We cannot expect (in a tickle
security, such as mining beyond all dis-
pute0 is. that hea vy losses willI n ot be msdel
What I desire to maintain is that those
losses, are warranted in the development
of the induistry which ha'; made the State,
We must admit that people atre always
likely to make mnistakes.

Mr. Heitesan: The Wilson and
Mloxon case was not a mistake.

Mr. Mal])OWALL : I know nothing
about that; I am speaking of casies I
know of in my own constituency. It iii
for the hon. member for Cue to bring
up Moxon's, and other eases that he
knows of. I would be a fool to speak
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about things I know nothing of, con-
qequently I am confining my remarks to
what I do know in connection with this
vote. I was about to remark that if it
had not been for the difscovery of gold
the agricultural industry would have
been languishing and the State, as it
were, would be dragging along. Con-
sequently the mining industry is the
industry that should receive the most
careful treatment. We dedire to be
patriotic in seeing that the State ad-
vances as far as mining and agriculture
are concerned, as well as desiring to see
the pastoral and manufacturing, and, in
fact, every other industry progressing.
We realise the State's great possibilities
and desire to do what we can to assist in
development. While we do not be-
grudge the spending of a certain amount
of money on agriculture and on a~gri-
cultural railways, which we realise are
necessary, we still say that the goidmining
Industry should receive better treatment
than it has received up to the present
time. I sincerely trust the Minister for
Mines in his calmer moments will not
carry out the threat he has made not to
vse this developmett vote.

The PREMIER (in reply): It is
net my intention to speak at any
length. Owing to my absence from the
Chamber I have not had an opportunity
of listening to the criticisms made on
this Bill, excepting by the last two
speakers. I take exception to the state-
ment made by the member for Mt.
Magnet that the goldmining industry
is being sacrificed in the interests of the
agricultural industry- I do not think
that members in calmer moments would
make statements such as this. During
the time tine present Government have
been in power railways totalling 400 miles
in length have been constructed in the
interests of the mining industry solely,
and, undoubtedly, some of them, or
one or two of them have been risky
propositions; that is to say, we do not
expect any direct return from them
for a considerable time. 'With regard
to the criticism levelled against my
colleague, the Minister for Mines, I would
like to say that the administration of the
vote in question carries with it a great

degree of responsibility, and I am sorry
that we have not had the opportunity
of discussing the matter free from party
bias. We know as far as advances which
have been ibade are concerned they have
not been remunerative, and in the case
of many of them there is rno likelihood
of the money being returned, but there
is a possibility, as -a result of some of
that expenditure, of new fields being
opened up.

Mr. Scaddan: -It is not that to which
we are taking exception.

The PREMIER: I am talking about
the responsibility which is attached to
the 'administration of the vote, a respon-
sibility which I think is too much for
a Minister to have. The leader of the
Opposition made the suggestion that
some local bodies should be established
at various centres to deal with this
matter, but whether this would be a
better procedure than the one which is
adopted at the present time is open to
consideration. I1 am of opinion that
where it is decided to expend large sums
of money in the construction of batteries,
it would be preferable with regard to those
batteries to adopt the course that we
follow in connection with the provision
we make for railways on the Estimates.
One would then be in the position to
hear the views of members representing
the districts affected, and there woud
be an opportunity of confirming the
various applications which might be made,
and the House would have the op.
portunity of saying which of the proposals
they would be justified in accepting-
This course would take a great respon-
sibilitv off the shoulders of the Minister-
end at the same time it would he more
satisfactor~y to the . members of the
Ministry generally.

Mr. Collier:- It is a responsibility
that no Minister should he asked to
undertake ; it is not fair to the Minister.

The PREMIER: It is -to be hoped
that next session same proposal will be
made in connection with this matter.
I am not wedded to the suggestion of
local bodies, because they are often
swayed by local opinions, but certainly
some improvement should beyrnade in
eonnection~with tbe xpcnditure of that
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large amount of mtoney which is devoted
to miing. The member for Coolgardie
referred to the fact that there was only
£66,500 provided in the Loan Bill, but
if be looks at the schedule he will see
that there is an unexpended balance of
£106,000, which will make the total
available £172,500. With regard to the
other objection raised about works being
mentioned in the schedule which have not
been anthorised by Parliament, that
procedure has been followed as far as
Western Australia is concerned for mainy
years past. It is only fair and reasonable
to assume that the people who are pre-
pared to lend the State mnoney should
have some idea of the manner in which
it is proposed to expend that moniey.
The Government had intended to include
these works in the railway programme
for the present session, but it was thought
that the three railways for which authority
has been obtained would be sufficient
for this session. I hope hon. members
will see fit to give their approval to this
measure which, I amn sure, will have a
beneficial influence on the prosperity
of Western Australia.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Mr. Daglish in the Chair : the Premier

in charge of the Bill.
Clause 1-agreed to.
Clause 2-Power to raise money for

certain purposes:
Mr. BATH: Would it be necessary

to move a reduction of this amount in
order to cover an. item in the schedule ?

The CHAIRMAN: Yes.
Mr. BATH: It was his intention to

move to reduce the amount by £1I6.000,
which was the sum put down in the Loan
Bill for Agricultural Immigration. Be-
fore a committee was called upon to pass
such a doubtful item as this it was about
time that we bad some accurate inform-
ation, and some definite assurance with
regard to the character of the work
which was being carried out under the
heading of agricultural immigration. The
discussion which had taken place at
different times on these and the Revenue
Estimates, and the debate on the motion

for the appointment of a select committee
had convinced him that at the present
time it wqs absolutely a misnomer to
call this., agricultural immnigration. The
case which lhad been brought uinder his
notice had convinced him that, this re-
solved itself into a sort of bureau for the
importation of cheap labour. There
were many who availed themselves of
this cheap labour bureau who could
afford to pay a fair rate of wages. He
thonght. that it was an itemn that should
not. be on the loan schedule. The tax-
payer sl1iorild not be asked to provide
interest and sinking fund on such an
item. He moved-

That the totaZ bec reduced by V1I6.000't

'l'e PREMIER: Surely the lion.
ineniber was niot in order in endeavour-
ing to snake such an alteration;- because,
supposing nme other reduction were
made in the schedule. how would it be
possible to alter Clause 2 again ? He
thought the lion. member should take a
more fitting opportu~nity when oin the
Loaun Estimates.

The CHA IRMA N : Apparently the
Minister wi-s under a misapprehension
in regard to thne mewtiing of the clause.
The clause provided for the raising of
money by way of loan, and niot. for ex.
penditure at all. TheV LoanI PStimnates
provided for the expenditure of mioney
already rniczed, There was% a vital differ-
ence lbetweeii the two. He had already
informed the leader of the Opposition
that, if ho- desired to reduce the schedule
at all lie must do it on Clause 2. by re-
ducing the power of the Gocvernment
to borrow (noney. There was no way of
obtaining it except by moving a" the
leader of the flpposition had done.

MrIt. SCADDAN: Could the (liliculty
n-ot be got over by moving on the Loan
Estimates. The G1overnnmeat could then
take the expression a-4 an indication that
the Commnittee were not desirouis of having
the money spent. and it could be re-
appropriated.

The CHAIRMAN : The present claus!e
provided only for the raising of money.
It did not give any authority whatever
for spending the money. TI the Conm-
mittee, when dealing wvith the Loan
Estimates, reduced the authority to
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Vpend money it would not affect this
clause. There was no connection b-3tween
the two. [he passing of the clause and
of the schedule did not give arty power
in regard to the spending of money.
but merely iii regard to the raising
of money.

'rho PREMI ER: . Before the amend-
ment was put lie would like to hear the
views of some lion. members who had
acted on the select committee dealing
with the question of immgration. It
seemed to him a serious muatter to pro-
pose so drastic an amendment. Cer-
tainly we had not had any indication
that so drastic a step was required.
There would ho ample work for those who
,desired work, and it seemed to him that
if this proposed action were to be taken
it would be wholly unjustifiable.

Mr. BATH: tI View of tme explarm-
ations he -would withdraw his amend-
mernt and await an opportunity on the
Loan Estimates.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 3 to 7-agreed to.
Schedules-agreed to.
Pi-earnble, Title-agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment. and

the repoirt adopted.

Third Rteading.
React a third time and transmitted

to the Legislative Council.

BILL -PEIANENT RESERVES
REDFEDICATION (No. 2).

Council's Amendments.
'lwo amnendments made by the Legiq-

lative Council now considered.

In Committee.
Mr.gDsglish in the Chair ; the Minister

for Lands in charge of the Bill.
The MI1NISTER FOR LANDS: Clause
3,which the Legislative Council had

struck out, referred to 'National Park,
from 'which it was proposed to take
410 acres to be subdivided into small
holdings. It seemed that the Legis-
lative Council did not understand that
adjacent to this reserve was an enormnous
reserve for the goldfields water supply.

This National Park eiitsted of ;onie
3,000 acres, from which it was proposed
to take 410 acres, leaving 2,800 acres
still reserved. Ft was desirable that this
410 acres should be nmade avaeilable for
small holdings, He moved -

111149t the amendment &) not uf~ared oq.

12 &cfort- midni~ght.

'Mi- IIA'Tl: We should clinig to our
reevsanid retaini them as, originally

designed because it would eventually
comie that future generation,, would rise
up and bless uis for having mnade these
reserves. In these eircumnstances he op-
posed the Motion.

.Mr. JACOBY- Practically -the whole
of the country in the neighbourhood from
Smnith's M1ill down to Kehniseobt an one
side srid East [or minmy miles was hield
oimdcr reserve. There was thre Mundar-
ing eatellmcnL, and there were 4,000 acres
or- 5,000 acres west of tme eatcbment area
lbut not iii it. Then there was the Can-
luing timuber concession, and adjoining
that again (here was the water e3atchmnent
[or' The Victoria reservoir, while still fur-
ther on was the .Jarrahdale reserve with
the large Flora and Fauna reserve be-
tween Lhe two. Probably hundreds of
square miles were reserved in this way.
lie trusted the -motion would he carried.
The position was entirely differenit now
to that which exisled when the area was
originally reserved. '[hen iL was the
only area reserved in (be disTict. 'but now
practically the wvhole countryside was re-
served, and the local governing hod.)
found itself in great dilfiul"ty. It all
depended on cutting up, this smaill tier-
tion of the National Park as to whether
this district could be reticulated fl-onm
the 'Mundaring supply. The people
were sto scattered that :it present it was
-imVossible for theim to finance the re-
tiCUlalion. It mad also to be borne in
mind that the 410 acres dlid not include
the besuty spots of the National Park.
which originally led to its keing pro-
claimed as -a N1ational Park. There was-
a large area. held in reserve -to the West
of th e Mundaring weir. and tbis could he
utilised, if the Government desired it, for
a Flora -and Fauna reserve. It contained
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about 4,000 acres or 5,000 acres, and it
Would he a tremendous exchange for the
410 acres to be taken out of this park.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes .. . .21

Noes .. . .16

Majority for,

Mr. Brown
Mr. Butcher

Mr. Cowcher
Mr. Davies
Mr. Foulkes
Mr. George
Mr. Gregory
Mr. Hardwick
Mr. Hayward
Mr. Jacoby
Mr. Johnson

Mr. Aaagwin
Mr. Bath
Mr. Balton
Mr. Collier
LMr. Gorley
Mr. Heitmann
Mr. MoDowall
Mr. W. Price
.1 r. Sceddan

.. 5

Avus.
Mr. Male
Mr. Mitchell
Sir. N. J1. Moore
Mx. S. F. 'Moore
Mr. Nanson
Mr. Oshoro
Mr. Plessi'
Mr. J- Price
Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Layman

(Teller).

Noa.

.Mr. Swanl
Mr. Taylor
Mr. Troy
Mr. Walker

iMr. Ware
Mr. A. A. Wilson

IMr. O'Laghlen

Questionr thus, JPas~e ;tihe Council's
amnendment not agreed to.

No. 2 (consequentia]) not agreed to.
Rtesolutions reported: the report ad-

opted.
A commiittee consisting of Mr. a~ker,

Mr. Jacohy, and Mi. Mitchell drew up
reasons for not agreeing to the amend-
ments.

.Reasonls adopted and a Message ae-
euirdinglY returned to the Council.

BI rJ4 -JNWERPR STATION.
C'ouncil's A1mendments.

Two uutiindrnenis mnade -by the Legisla-
tive Cuneliil no0w considered.

In (Commijjtee.
Honl. T. 1'. Quinlan in the Chair.
No. 1-Clausec 2. Strike out all the

words after "amended" and insert, "By
adding at the end of the section the fol-
Iowin-'Provided that notices required
to be served by (he Land and Income Tax

Assessment Act of 1907, or any amend-
ment thereof, shall be deemed to he duly
served if posted in an wwekgistered pre-
paid letter~'":

TPhe ATTORNEY GENERAL: When,
[the Bill was -in Committee in the Assem-
bly it was decided that the provision pro-
riding that notices need not be sent by
registered 1post should only apply 'to ilo-
ties sent under the Land and Income
Tax Assessment Act. The Council's
amendment simply altered the -wording
but lef t the effect precisely the same, lIt
was considered the intention would be
made clearer by the amendment. He
moved -

Thate the amendwent be agreed to.

Question passed. ifhe Council's amiend-
ment agreed to.

Na. 2-insert new tclause- Section 11
of the principal Act is heielbv amended
by striking out "both" in the (welftc liie,
and substituting ini lieu thereof the word
"either":

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Sec-
tion 1.1 of the principal Act provided that
where regulations were made they would
-have the force of law until they were
disallowed by both Houses of Parliament.
The amendment endeavoured to alter that
by providing that they might be dis-
allowedl by either House of Parliament-
This was an important alteration. The
amendment made it that one House would
virtually haive the power of repealing
what was the la-w. As it was the inten-
tion of the Government to confine the-
Bill to merely providing that certain
notices should nut be. required to he regis-
tered when sent through the post, he
moved-

That the amendment be not agreed
to.

Question passed, the Coon rits amend-
ment not agreed to.

Resolutionst reported. the report
nil 1)tel.

A coumittee consistiug of Air. Taylor,
Alr. Walker, and Mr. Nanson drew up
reasonis for not agreeing to amendment
-No. 2.

Reasons adopted and a N1ebSage ate*-

cuiruingly returned to the Council.
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BI--ROADS ACT AME'NDMENT.
Council's Amendment.

Amnidment made by the LegislativL
Council now considered.

In CJomittee.
lir. Daglish in the Chair.
No. I.-Clause 5, line 7: After "sub-

sidised" insert "for a period not exceed-
ing two years at any one time":

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Council had inserted this amendment to
provide that roads boards could only sub-
sidise a ferry service for a period not ex-
cowling two years. it was evidently the
the intention to bring the matter up for
review every two years. There was no
objection one could see to the amend-
ment, and he moved-

That the amendwent be agreed to.
Hr. ANOWIN: There was no value

whatever in the amendment.
Question passed; the 'Council's amend-

inent agreed to.
Resolution reported, the report

adopted; and a Message accordingly re-
turned to the Legislative Council.

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1909-10.
In Committee.

Resumed from the 7th December;
flaglish in the Chair.

Ail..

Railways, etcetera, £82, 978:
Itern, Additions, improvements to open-

ad railways, £60,000:
Mr. JOHNSON: Did the item contain

sufficient for making the West Guildford
railway station? When would the work
be started?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
work would be started almost immediately.
Authority was given some time ago.

Item, Katanning-Shannon's Soak,
£10,000:

Mr. TAYLOR: There had been no an-
thorisation from the House for the item
appearing on the Estimates. Would the
Minister give the reason why this course
bad been adopted.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
bad been intended to introduce a Bill to
seek power to construct this line, but
time would not permit. As the Bill had

not beeni initroduiced no ''tucy vtl e
expended.

Ilr. .1OR XSON: In thle list of ui "x-

Estimates it was shown tlhat it was po
posedlto spend foir the v.ear 190qf-1 0 the
sum of £10,000 ou this work.

The Minister for Works: We canoot
expend it without a Bill.

Mr. JOHNSON: We were passing
monley, and in the Estimates it was dis-
tinctly stated that there wvould be an ex-
penditure of £10,000 in this financial
year. As there was no Bill for the work
there should not be an authorisation. It
was dangerous to pass the item. So far
;is the p~roposed railway -was concerned
he had never heard of it. Tlhe only pea-
Iple who knew any' thing, about it were the
Government, and they hand no i nformation
other than that they -had pledged them-
selves to the construction of the line. He
had been informed that the proposed rail-
way bad been surveyed. Who gave au-
ihority for the surveys withiout lParlia-
meat having any knowledge? Tit con-
aection with, the Boytip-Kojonup line a
similar course was taken, for Saine lime
ago in going down that way in the train
lie met a surveyor, and on aisking himu
what lie was going down for, was told he
was going down to survey that line. There
was no authority with regaird to that
survey, and now the same course was be-
ing taken with regard to the Katiining-
Shannon's Soak line.

The PREMIER: On each of the loan
IEstiuiates brought down, there was pro-
vision for surveys for new lines, and out
of that vote money was provided for the
survey of this line. It was necessary be-
fore a proposed railway was brought be-
fore Parliament that as much information
as possible should he obtained. The pro-
posed line had been spoken of for a con-
siderable time, and prior to the last gene-
ral elections it was put down as one run-
ning from Kattanning eastward. The
survey had been made, but, as the 'Minis-
ter had said, it was expected that it would
be possible to introduce the Bill this ses-
sion. As, however, this had not been done,
and authority bad not been obtained no
start of any kind would be made with the
work. He would give members an as-
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-turaiwi' to that extent. He would prefer-
IlhatO the 4C10,000 was not struck off.

Mr. Collier: .1s it a spur liel
The PREMiER: The line would go

direetl ' east from Katanning.
.NJr, 1'J SSE, : It was to be hoped

neutbers were not serious ini wanting the
itemn strucek out. This particular ralWay
was irsi proposed 4 years ago. and had
1)081 known up 10 quiiie -eeenily as at
railway froml Katannin- eastward. There
had been residents to the east dtt filie flne
for a considerable timie, for it bud been
found possible to grow wheat SIM-essfLLly
out there. Since thle Proposal was first
suggested deputations had waited oin the
Glovernment, and only quite reieently a
very inlluiential deputation waited Onl the
Premier at Kalanning on the occasion of
lie niationalI show being hield t here. The

area to he' servedl by the p ropqosedl linhe
comprised onie olf our best agiili ral.
districts. Although thie survey had lieen
partly carried out lie was v'ery much, dis-
appotinted, and so wvere the residents of
the locality, that no provision had beetn
made this session iin the way of' bringing
down a Bill.

21r. W. Price: Whai albout the other
thstrnets.

Mr. PIESSE : There we re other
districts that required railway voitmuni-
cation possibly as mnuch as the distrct.
east of Kataiining,-. Mentioii had been
made of the fact that several lines were
adjoining- the Great Southern A Katan-
niniz: huit that mst b6e expected seeing-
that Olie town was; (lie eentre of at very
large ainid inipfortant agrienitural district.
It munst 1we remembered that somle tour
million acres of land hail heen applied
for throngh the landl agent's office at [Kat-
auninmr. consequently there should be t-ail-
way conininuncation into thle districts Sur-
rouningw that town'. it view of the fact
that the construction oif the railway was
part of tlie Government policy a number
of people had gone out beyond the old
settlement, east of Katauning, and they
were as mutch as 40 and] .50 miles east of
that town. Unless relief was iento them
in the way of railway communication it
would miean that the development of that
part of the district would not take place

14, lie vxtentt it should. A gireat deal of'
cvleaingl hiail been done out there, for
somle 10,41(H) or 12.000 acres of land had
been cleared, and not one acre of this
.aiea was within 15 miles of the Great
iiiitliern railway. In addition 350 or 400
miles4 if fencing had been constructed,
ai'd Ithere had been a large expenditure
iii th leconstruction of dams. There were
l100 iesideiit settlers onl the land, who had
bieen there fur from flve to tll yearm.

Mr. Anwi :Ho far are Ihle majority
troui the preseiit railway 1

Mr. l'WSSE :Finni 15 to 45
iniles. The figuires he hadt tised did not
refer lo any land within 15 iniles of a
railway. Quite reently he hrad visited
Rocky Well, situated 25 miles east or'
Karamning, find -at a meeting held there,
the attendance of settlers JUnlih-ed about
60t, and all of theni resided irler at or
beyond fliet place. It was lo he hoped.
that early next session a Bill for the eon-
struction nI' thle lune would come before-
Parli ami ent . li Ie ineai ti rue, if any
miembers would make a journey -to that
part of the State the residents of the-
locality Would be only too pleased to give
themi au opportunity to travel over the
p~roposed rote and inispect tie countiy
fir I lleini-elves. If' members, would only
take the trmible to go down there dluring
reess, ever ,y oppor0tun~ity would he given
theml to see the country. The district had
not been takeii up by large selectors, for
the areas vaied fromt 160 aces up to,
,),00)0 acres. There were very few holders
above 4.000 acres, and the majority of
cstates, averaged between 1,000 and 2,000
acres. It was essentially a wheat grow-
ioug area, and if the line were constructed.,
anid it was to be hoped a Bill would be
liroiight down as soon as Parliament met
niext session, the district would go ahead
inarvellously. With the sympaithy of
nem hbers. as evinced by this item passing
ii h[,Lanl Estimates, the people of the
ilisi ridt wvonid. without doubt, prepare for
cultivation a larger area of country than
tie had indicated.

3rr. W. PRICE: The advocacy put for-
ward by the member for Rats uning for
the railway would do equally well as re-
-)'ards niumbers of places along the Gmak

2492



[21 Duonran, 1909.] 29

Southern Railway. The circumstances
surrounding the appearance of the item
on the Estimates were peculiar, for there
had been no atborisation whatever for
the construction of the line. It appeared
that an undue preference had been given
to one district. The Katanning district
was well served with railway facilities
now. Further south there were districts
which did not have equal facilities. Those
-districts had been neglected. He could
not. conscientinusly oppose the proposal
on account of his general advocacy of
the policy of agricultural railways, but
it was -to be regretted that the Govern-
ment had shown such a desire to serve
,certain localities at Ihe expense of others.

I o'clock, a.m.
Mr. PIESSE;: Exception should be

taken to the statement of the member for
Albany that he (Mr. Piesse) was unable
tn see outside the boundaries of his own
electorate. The inference was that 'he
had advocated claims of a railway from
Katanning East to the detriment of the
railway out from Tanibellup. On every
occasion he (Mr. Piese) *had strongly
advocated both these lines with equal
force. Some of the best land in 'the
State was to he found -to the South of
Katanning, and hie resented the inference
of the member for Albany that he had
neglected this part of the district.

Mr. W. Price: You pledged yourself -to
vote for two lines at one time.

Mr. PIESSE: There wvas no pledge on
his part to ask for the simultaneous con-
struction of two lines. He relied upon
the good s ense and justice of 'the Gov-
ernment to deal with these two railways.
He suggested that as soon as Parliament
met again the Government should bring
down the Pills for the construction of all
the railways East of the Great Southern
line.

Air, BATH: Exception should be taken
to an item of this kind without Parlia-
ment having authorised the vote. There
was no doubt that -what had been said
with regard to the district was correct. bhut
there was also no doubt that there were
other members who could put up an
equally good case for a railway in their
districts. It would be a scandalous thing,
if those railways could appear on the

Estimates without previous information
having been given to the House -and a
Bill submitted. This sort of business
should be objected to, and it would cer-
tainly not help the member for Kalan-
ning,

The Minister for Works: The railway
would not be constructed without a Bill.

Mr. BATH: Then, why did tbe itemi
appear on the Estimates?

The Premier: The hon. member could
rest assured that no expenditure of ally
kind would be entered upon.

Mr. BATH: The item should not have
appeared on the Estimates; it mightraise
-false hopes in -the breasts of the people,
who rmight think that its inclusion in the
Estimates meant that Parliament -had
been committed 'to it. As far as these
railways propositions to the east of the
Great Sou'therii line were concerned, they
should receive great consideration. The
Government, however, would be studying
the interests of the settlers by running a
loopline to the east of the Great Southern
instead of constructing spur lines.

The -Minister for Works: We must
have spur lines first.

Mr. BATH: The loop line could be run
out to connect to spur lines, and it
would avoid the necessity of constructing
all these new railways. Eventually the
loop would be rendered absolutely neces-
sary, and the spur lines would be quite
unnecessary.

Mr. PIESSE: If the leader of the
Opposition would pay a visit to this
part of the country be would be satis-
fled that the loopline would not serve the
country so well as tihe spur lines. The
question had engaged the attention of the
people who wore most concerned, and the
majority of them were unanimously in
favour of the spur lines as being the most
suitable.

Item, Rolling stock, £100,000:
Mrft. SWAN: Would the -Minister for

Railways give some Vformation about
this itemn? He was not satisfied shout
what had been done in the past in this
direction.

The MINISTER FOR MKINES: The
work completed in 1908-9 at the work-
shops consisted of five first-class corridor
cars. 330 Ge wagons, one suburban coach,
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and coal boxes for bunker coal; at Rocky
Bay 12 second-class and brake coaches.
The work authorised in 1908-9 but not
completed on the 30th June consisted of
- -at the shops, 250 Ge wagons, vacuum
cylinders, 50 D vans, 5 Class 0 locomo-
tives, and 10 composite lavatory cars; at
Rocky Bay, 250 Ge wagons. The addi-
tional stock required wvas-urgently, 150
wag-ons, %%hile next year, 600 to 700 mnore
wagons, would have to be built to replace
those destroyed in the recent fire.

Item, Surveys, new lines, £8,100:
Mr. JOHNSON: Instead of the Gov-

ernient surveying these lines irrespec-
tive of whether Parliament had endorsed
them, it would be better to submit a
schiedule of the lines it was proposed Iso
survey. It war, possible that lines would
be surveyed and that the construction oif
the railway would not -afterwards he
proceeded with. There was an iastane
in connection. with the extension of the
railway towards 'Marradong. That line
was far more justified and had been pr.o-
mnised a long time before many other
railways were thou~ght of, yet nothing
had been done. Wlhen lump sum votes
were passed such as the present one, the
Government surveyed the lines which
suited them best. The Government should
submit a schedule and mnembers would
then be able to discuss the proposed lines
and determine whether the expenditure
should be incurred.

The Minister for Mines: You hare
never seen such an item on the L~oan
Estimates.

Mr. JOHNSON was aware of that, hut
it was no reason why members should
not be consulted before expenditure oif
that kind was incurred.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
t-he Government acceded to the request
if the hon. member there would be no
end to the matter. It had always been
the custom for the Government to take
the responsibility# for authorising sur-
veys. It was necessary that they should
have that in order to enable them to sub-
unit sutfict information to the House.
Did the hon. member wish to take all
the power from the Government'? If hie
Aid the best thing he could do would be
to put another G'overnment into powser.

Let him take action and move a 'to-
confidence motion. As long as the Gov-
ernment had a majority in the House it
was their intention to take the responsi-
bility of their actions, and he did not
want to he a moment longer in office if
die people had no confidence in the Gov-
ernment in connection with the exp~ln-
diture of suich a small vote as this, It
was hoped all the surveys and all .he
railways forecasted in the Loan Hill
would he put in hand. Of course, 't he
Government could not make all the sur-
veys at once, but they would be carriad
onut as quiickly as possible. Some of .he
settlers had beei down there for the past
17 years; bie thought it was time the old
.settlers were looked after as well as the
niew settlers.

The PREMI1ER: Thle hion. member, it
seemned, was desirous that an inspeetional
survey should be made with a view of
bringing the suggested line further South
to serve the settlers in the neighbourhood
of MAudiarriip.

Mrn. A. A. Wilson; That is it.
The PREMIER: That survey would be

made iind the two proposals would be
dealt -with befor-e a eon elusion was
arrived at.

Air. GOURLIEY: In regard to the Lseo-
noara to Lawlers line a flying survey had
heen made. 11e certainly regretted that
the Government had not seen fit lo con-
struct this line.

Mr. Angwin: It should go from Sand-
stone.

Mr. Troy. Hear, hear.
Mr. GOURLEY: It was a matter of

indifference to him whence the line wean
so long as the people got it. They bad
been struggling for a number of years
and they deserved railway commurnem-
tion. Wonld the Premier give some :n-
dicatiun as to the intention of the Gov-

erment in this respect.
The PREMIER: The hon. member

rmust have seen a reply to a deputation,
to the effect that the permanent survey
would be made from Sandstone through
Lawlers to Leonora. That would take a
considerable time, and then the question
would be decided as to which portino)
would be built first. That was the reply
he had given to the deputation. and he
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had since seen no reason to depart from
it.

Mr. Gourley: When will the permanent
survey be made?9

The PREMIER: It was impossible to
say right away at what time it would be
made. It would be attended to as soon
as otficers were available. Provision had
been made for a small preliminary
amount to be spent prior to March, 1911.

Mr. GOURLEY: Had the Government
given the mnatter any consideration what-
ever ? This was not a matter to hie
trifled with. He regretted now that the
Opposition had not come down with a
no-confidence motion early in the sess'

The Premier: On what score?
The CHAIR MAN: The lion. member

must adhere to -the item.
Mr. GOURLEY: Had the Premier

given any consideration whatever to the
construction of this line? Did the Oov-
ermnent intend to construct thbe line at
allI

The Premier: I cannot give you any
further information than I have already
given.

Item, Upper Ohapman Railway,
£35,002:

Mr. TROY: Wasw there not some pro-
vision made for this expenditure last
year?

The PREMIER: Provision had been
made last year, but it was an unexpended
balance -at that time.

Harbours anld RiVer, £174,104:
Item, Additions and improvements to

jetties, tramw~ays, and rolling stock in
the North-West, £11,895:

Mr. JOHNSON : Special appeals
should be made to the Government to do
something to assist the residents in tlhe
Ashburton district. The jetty at Onslow
was in a disgraceful state, and its equip-
ment was scandalous. It was cruel to put
men on to the obsolete crane on that
jetty. Never had he worked under
greater disadvantages than when, on the
Onslow jetty, he had tried to unload a
little hit of cargo. For a large portion
of the time he had spent in the district
it was impossible to get along the tramn-
line. One had to get off the track on
one side of the creek, and wade throughi
and rejoin the tramline on the other side.

This happened year after year. It was
due to the fact that the Government
officers, having hut a small amount of
money at their disposal, carried the em-
bankment across the creek, which as
regularly washed it out when the floods
camne down. The same thing happeucd
at Carnarvon and at Point Sampvon. At
Onslow, however, it meant a gasp of
about a quarter of a mite.

The -PREMIER: You sug~vcst that it
should be a bridge instead of fLe em-
banlunent?

Mr. JOHNSON: It would have to he a
bridge, and so, too, at Carilarvon, and at
Point Sampson. The three traml11is had
been washed out on the oue day.

The Premier: It was an exceptionally
high tide.

Mr. JOHNSON: That was so, hut a
much lower tide would have the samne
effect. He had been told, anti lie- fully
believed, that the Ashburton district was
the best pastoral district in the North-
West. Yet the people had to take their
stock overland 300 miles to Carnarvuul
to ship them, there being no provision
for shipment of stock at Onslow. A
decent jetty ought to be constructed 'at
Onslow.

The Minister for Works: It is a big
order.

Mr. JOHNSON: Nevertheless the -.e-
suit would be well -worth it.

The Minister for Works: Twenty-five
thousand pounds?

Mr. JOHN'SON.- For ibis partb'e would
vole for an expenditure of £50,000 to
establish a good jetty A Onslow. He
had been astonished at the manifest value
of the district. The two miles of lighter-
age between Onslow jetty and the steamer
would 'have to he done away with at any
cost. Too much consideration bad al-
ready been given to Carnarvon, largely
by reason of the fact that the Ashburton
people had had to take their stock to
Carnarvon for shipmnent.

Mr. OSBORN: It might be of interest
to the member for Guildford to know
that these works had already been given.
a great deal of consideration. The i11in-
ister was, and had been for some time.
in possession of the facts concerning the
cost of extending the jetty and improving
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[lie tramway, together with the estimate
(it' the revenue likely to accrue from such
expenditure. The ominant cause of the
slow progress made by the district lay in
the existence of large holdings. When
the lime was ripe for strongly advocating
the necessary improvements; at COnslow he
hoped that the mnembers for Guildford
and North Perth would give him their
assistance, Every other port along the
i-vast had all the shipping facilities it
could reasonably expect. and lie trusted
that Onslow would now come in for its,
share.

Mr. SWAN: All that the member for
Guildford had said in regard to the dis-
trict and the necessity for increasing the
shipping facilities at Onslow could hion-
estly hie supported. He wasi of opinion
that in its present position the jetty
would never give sahistatioi, and he 'bad
been told that there was a much better
situation close at hand affording- sufficient
depth of water for coasting steamers to
comne alongside the proposed new jetty.
his trip to the North-West had showii
him clearly that the shipping facilities
at Onslow would have to be improved in
oirder to get the best results from tihe dis-
Irici.

Ttemu, Bunburv Rarbior Works.
.120,321:

.1r. JOflNSON: For long he -had had
doubts as to -whether it, was wise to pro-
ceed in the direction of extending the
present Birahury jetty, Some years ago
-the best authority in Australia on such
matters, namely, the late Mr. C. Y. O'Con-
nior, had gone into the question and ex-
pressed the view that it would 'be impos-
sible to get a safe harbour at Bunhury
except inside the estuary. 'Had Mr.
O'Connor's advice -been adopted at the
tifrp we would now have Bunhury, an
ablsoliutely safe harbonur: hbut as it was it
was anything hut safe, and year after
year we were voting enormous sums of
money for its; improvement. It was for
ever silting- up and it seemed that there
could be no finality to the expenditure in
this particular har-bouir.

9., o'clock acrm.
The PREMIER: On last year'e, Esti-

mates information burd been given, setting
Out what it wask proposed to do in eon-

neetion with providing additional accom-
inuodarioii and mraking provision for coat-
ing- facilities in Bunbury harbour. Since

;hna contract bad been let for 917,B0tu
fir- extending arid widening the existing
jetty. It was anticipated a depth
i' 24ft. to 26A. would be obtained

wijem the flew extensiou was made.
A certain amonut of dredging was%

oig onl. but veil, little had been
spent ini this direction since the
mole had been hirilL until lately. As to,
the suggestion of [lhe hon. member that it
would have been advisable to make the
ininer harbour, at the time the proposition
was mnade that it should 'he in the vicinity
(ot the railway station, it was found that
the basalt was within 15 ft. or 16 ft. of
the surface, and it was decided by the
then Government to give additional ac-
commodation at the jetty; and with the
800 ft. added to the breakwater two years
ago1 fair- protection was now -afforded to
ltme jetty head, and rio complaints were
heard from any of the vessels during the
last year or two in regard to the facilities
provided, nor had there been any cause
for complaint in regard to the protection
afforded by the breakwater. It would
have niecessitated a considerable expendi-
ture to have completed the inner harbour
scheme. Tf the coal trade assumed large
piroportionis, nio doubt it would have been
advisable if the work -had been comn-
ioenced and an inner harbour constructed,
hut evidently the great cost bad fright-
ened the then Government and conse-
quently they determined to extend the
breakwater. In -the event of the inner
harbour being constructea the protection
rendered by the breakwater would still
be of value, but of course the money ex-
p ernded on the jetty would not he of any
great value. However, the aceonimoda-
tion nowii provided should be adequate for
the requirements of Buahury to', a nton-
side rable time to come, unless the coat
trade developed iat a very extraordinary
rate. So far asi- the timbher trade wa.6
concerned, he was not desirous of seeing
it extend] beyond what it was at Ipresent.
having comne io the conclusion that ii
would he against the best interests of
the State if our export trade increased
ico any g~reat extent. It ighlt be news
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to hon. members, but quite recently the
Government had increased the wvharfage
charges on timbier to Is. 3d. per load.
Although strong protest was entered
against the increased rate, he recognised
that under existing conditions, where the
leases paid only £C20 per square mile, it
would be impossible to obtain additional
revenue by way of royalties, and the
GIovernment were justified in putting up
the charges on the wharfage and also in
withdrawing certain rebates. The result
of 'the alterations would be additional
revenue of something like £15,000 a year.
The Bunbury jetty when completed would
provide two gantries, and trhese would en-
able coal to be loaded very expeditiously.
Mhe gantry at present erected, although
it had not been expected it would be a
success, had turned out more successful
than the local people imagined, and it en-
abled coal to be hunkered at the rate of
60 tons an hour. The money spent in the
direction had been very satisfactory, while
the additional accommodation provided
would be of great value, and would enable
vessels calling for bunkering coal to get
quick despatch. That was the real ob-
ject of the additional expenditure pro-
vided under the item.

Item. Busselton jetty extension,

Mr. JOHNSON: This was a work ques-
tioned very much when it was proposed
to undertake it. He -had been of the
opinion that we would not get the result
from the expenditure the Government an-
ticipated. It had been pointed out an
agreement had been arrived at whereby
certain timber companies were going to
work mills with the view of operating on
the timber forests in the locality, pro-
vided they could get the timber away by
boat from the jetty at Busseiton. It was
proposed to extend the jetty for this pur-
pose. How did the work stand!

The PREMIER: The proposed expen-
diture last year was £15,000. A contract
was let for £15,491 for the construction
of the approach viaduct, strengthening
portion of the old jetty and extending the
jetty 1,SO0ft. Mr. Law was the contrac-
tor. The definite date for the completion
of the work was September, 1910. A
slieht amount of dredging was going on

to remove one or two banks in close prox-
imity to the proposed extension. A
guarantee was given by a timber company
that in the event of the wharfage from
the jetty not amounting to what was anti-
cipated-he forgot exactly the amount,
but thought it was £2,000 a year-they
were prepared to make it up. The com-
pany were working their mills, and it
was anticipated that as soon as the jetty
was completed there would be no delay
in their having this timber shipped from
Busselton.

Item, Fremantle Dock and Slip,
£64,000:

Mr. TAYLOR: How was the work pro-
gressing; when would it be completed,
and would the estimate laid down by the
Engineer-in-Chief and given to the Rouse
during the passage of the Bill for the
construction of the work, be anything
like 'the actual cost of the workI How
long would it 'be before members could
see whether it was the reproductive under-
taking the House was practically guaran-
teed by the Minister who brought down
the measure it would be?

The PREMIER; It was anticipated
that during the current financial year
£64,000 would be spent. Something like
£19,628 had been spent already and
£9,232 in connection with the slip. About
70 or 80 men were employed, and the
£64,000 would provide for the continua-
tion of blasting and dredging. Already
about 50,000 cubic yards of excavation
had been taken out. The estimated total
quantity was 202,000 cubic yards. Drill-
ing and blasting commenced in April,
1908, and dredging in February of this
year. Quotations were now being ob-
tained for timber and machinery. During
the recent Defence Conference in Eng-
land Airong recommendations were made
by the Government to the Admiralty ii'
connection with the dock, and it was
pointed out that with certain improve-
ments it should be of value in connection
with naval operations in these seas. Since
then additional inquiries had been re-
ceived by the Fremantle Harbour Trust
and by the Government from [he Admir-
alty, and it was anticipated that in 'the
near future sonic of the expenditure on
this work would he reimbursed. or at least
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some allowance would be made in the
event of its being decided by the Admir-
alty that the dock would be of value to
their naval operations.

Mr. Taylor: Reports from the Admir-
alty are against the suitability of the site
for naval purposes.

The PREMIER: N'ot so far as Sir
Whately Eliot was concerned. That gen-
tlemnan was selected by the Home authori-
ties. He was not nominated from the
State, but was selected at the request of
the Government by Admiral Bedford,
who asked the Admiralty to suggest to
him a gentleman they would be satisfied
'to take as a competent authority in con-
nection with the matter. It was argued
in some places, that owing to the fact that
the dock was exposed to fire it was not
suitable, but on the other hand there were
istances in other parts of the world

where docks of a similar character had
been constructed and were used exten-
sively by the Admiralty.

Mr. TAYLOR: When do you think the
dock will be completel

The PREMIER: In four years-
Mr. FOULKES: It was understood Sir

Whately Eliot was asked by the Govern-
ment merely to advise as to whether the
site proposed by the Government would
be a suitable site for the dock. Sir
Whately Eliot was not asked to advise
as to the hest site. He was only asked to
choose between two places at Fremantle,
within a few hundred yards of one ano-
ther, as to whether a dock could he con-
structed at those places. Four or five
years ago an officer from New Soutth
Wales recommended that the best site for
a dock would be in Freshwater Bay, and
the reason that officer gave was that
Freshwater Bay wouild be safer from a
defence point of view. Sir Whately
Eliot was not asked whether the site
chosen was safe from a defence point
of view.

The Premier: He gave his opinion on
it whether he was asked or not.

All. FOULKES: Sir Whately Eliot
was a cautious man.

Mr. George: They have started the
dock; what is the good of arguing about
it

Mr. FOULK.ES: When we were told
'that the British Admiralty were making
inquiries it meant nothing.

The Premier: I gave the information
for what it was worth. I thought it
might be.-interesting to you.

Mr. FOULKES: To say a man war
makring inquiries did not carry the sub-
ject very much farther. He merely rose
to call attention to the unsatisfactory
state of affairs in regard to the prospect
of any contribution from the British' Ad-
miralty. If we had refrained from start-
ing the dock we might have approached
the British Admiralty; but now we had
embarked on the work we were not likely
to get any contribution.

Mr. GEORGE: It was no good crying
about eggs after they were hatched. Had
the dock not been undertaken and started
'he would have had something to say about
it; hut it having been started on a site
which Parliament had had full oppor-
tunity of discussing, could we now stop
it? lIt did not do to be faint-hearted in
matters of this sort. The time for growl-
ing was now passed. It was time now. to
get on with the work and get it finished.
This appeared to be a waste of time.

Mr. Taylor: The hon. member was not
quite in order in accusing members of
wasting time.

The CHLAIRMAN: The member for
Murray must withdraw the reflection.

Mir. GEORGE withdrew, at the same
time he complained that what bhe member
for Claremont said was hardly suitable
for the occasion.

MAr. TAYLOR ; The Commouiealth
had refused to contribute anything, and
in view of their attitude we could not
hope in any way to relieve uurselves
by assistance from the Homne authori-
ties owing to the unsuitableness of the
site. His desire was merely to get infor-
mation about the progress of the work.
He had held the opinion that the estimate
would be exceeded, and Sir Whately
Eliot had borne that out; hut in the in-
terests of the State he would be quite
willing to be a false prophet, though he
had grave doubts as to whether the dock
would he a paying concern. It was ne-
cessary to get the work done as quickly as
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possible, and if there was any possibility
of its being a paying concern we would
soon see. Nevertheless it was a work that
Adioald not have been embarked on in
the present state of the finances. The
Stte would probably have to carry the
baby, and ordinary revenue would be
called upon to pay interest and sinking
fund on the project. The work would
not pay working expenses, for a eonsider-
Able number of years.

The Premier: The harbour trust will
find the interest and sinking fund.

The HONORARY MINISTER: This
was a hardy annual. Sir Whately Eliot
had freely expressed the opinion that the
present site for the dock was the one he
would have chosen for it. Sir Whately
Eliot was employed for many years by
the Admiralty in the construction of naval
docks. His opinion was that of a high
naval authority, far higher than any naval
authority in Australia. The Admiralty
-were now making inquiries and there was
a reasonable prospect of getting assist-
ance from the Admiralty. The engineers
of the department stated that up to dote
the excavation had been cardied out, if
anything, at under the estimated eost.

Mr. ANGWTN: It was never antici-
pated, in view of the past decision of the
House) that the member for Claremont
would take up the attitude he did; but
the member for Claremont always. did
things "in the interests of the State." In
view of the decision given by the expert,
members should try to he satisfied
whether they were or not.

Item, Fremnantle sea wall and espla-
nade, £240:

Mr. TROY : What waa the expenditure
for?2 What was the work and what was
the necessity for it ?

The PREMIER: The money had been
expended and the balance of the previous
vote, £240, was to meet outstanding
liabilities that existed on the first day of
the current financial year. The work
was done with the object of protecting
the Robb's Jetty line, which was a portion
of the Jandakot railway and ran in close
proximity to the sea. A retaining wall
had to be built.

Mr. JOHNSON: Last year we voted
£30 for the work, and the expenditure
was £248.

The HONORARY 3MhSTER: Con-
siderable damage was done by the storms
and the £248 was spent on repairs carried
out along the line.

Mr. DAVIES: During last year the sea
wall was -washed away on two occasions
and money was spent in repairs. The
Fremantle Council themselves spent £700
on the road some few feet above the ra-
way line.

Item, Improvements to harbours and
rivers, £30,000:

Mr. GEORGE: Did this amount in-
clude a, sum for opening up the Mandurab
bar. The trouble there was that at
times it was impossible for the fishing
boats either to enter the river, or if they
were in the river, to get out of it. Oni
account of the system of drainage in the
South-West, so much water had been
turned into the Harvey Estuary that the
level of the water from there to the ocean
had risen considerably. The bar should
have something done to it in order to
provide an outlet for the water. An
officer of the department had made a
visit of inspection.

(Mr. Taylor took the Chair.]

The PREMIER: The result of the visit
of inspection had not come under his
notice, and he was not aware of the stage
at which the work now stood. He kmnow,
however, that the question had been an
open one for some time, and that the hon.
member was correct when he referred to
the quantity of fresh water that now
went down the Esttary, along the river,
and to the oceant. 'He would ascertain
what was being done in the matter.

Mr. TROY: Would the work be of ay
utility if the money was spent on it ?

Mr. Johnson: It is the watering place
of Western Australia.

Mr. TROY: That was no reason why
the money. should he spent on it unless
the result wotild do good to a large numn-
ber of people. There were other places
just as good, and it was doubtful whether
it would be wise to spend money on
Mandurah now. Unless a large number
of settlers would be served by marine
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traffic being opened up through the bar
being made available for hosts, he would
oppose the item.

Mr. GEORGE: The opening of the bar
really meant the livelihood of a number
of fishermen at Mandurab. There were
at the present time from 60 to 100 per-
sons making their living by fishing there.
A fish canning plant had been established
and was doing a considerable amount of
work, and the place was visited each year
by a very large number of people from the
goldfields and metropolitan area. The
latest proposal with regard to the work
was to get a passage to allow of direct
access to the sea. The work would have
to be done some time or other, for the
drainage in the South-West had been so
heavy that very great trouble was now
being experienced owing to floods at
Mandurah. The work would not be a
very expensive item, for it could be done
for about £1,200. On the completion of
this work the fishermen would be able to
get readily to the Fremantle market and
supply the metropolitan area with fresh
fish regularly. The fishermen at Man-
durah nearly all belonged to the white
race.

Item, Lighthouses, £24,000:-
Mr. BATH:± The Commonwealth Gov-

ernment were supposed to control the
lighthouses, but year after year provision
was made on our Estimates for the expen-
diture of a considerable sum in this re-
spect. Was there a dual control ; or was
it suggested that the Commonwealth
Government should take the work over
and that the Western Australian Govern-
ment should find the money ?

The PREMIER: A Bill -was to have
been introduced, so he understood, into
the Commonwealth Parliament this year
with the object of taking over the light-
houses, but nothing had been done. At
the last Pr-emiers' Conference the matter
was discussed with the Minister for Cus-
toms and he then understood that the
Commonwealth Government would take
the lighthouses over almost immediately.
However, nothing had eventuated.

Mr. Jacoby: We will get paid for the
lighthouses ?

The PREM[IER: Yes ; but we will
Jose the light dues.

GOI)WCU8 and Mineral Resorcw,
£96,000:

Item, Murchison and Peak Hill Gold-
fields, £5,000:

Mr. TROY - The vote for this field was
reduced every year. Last year it was
£8,000, but this year it was only £5,000.
It was clear that during the past few
years there had been an unsympathetic
administration. Although there was
£8,000 voted last year only about one-
fifth of that sum wee expended, not-
withstanding the fact that the field badly
needed development. Whenever re-
quests were mado for facilities up there
the people were told that money wee not
available. If the vote was provided the
expenditure should be allowed. From
this year's vote certain work was to be
done in the way of boring. There was a
great necessity to put down bores through-
out the whole district, and especially in
and about the Lake Barlee country,
and southerly towards Mt. Jackson. If
that were done it would assist in having
that country opened up. Much of the
work had proved unsuccessful owing to
the lack of water, but if the provision
were made of securing water supplies,
very good and useful work would be done.
All the country there was auriferous,
and if facilities were given to the pros-
pectors promising localities would be
discovered. Tt was to be hoped the water
supply for Sandstone would be started
as soon as possible. That day he had
received a wire stating that unless rain
fell there within six weeks there would be
a water famine.

The MINSTE R FOR MINES : Author-
ity had been given for the construction
of a wvell near the Youannme district.
The request made by the Sandstone
people as to water facilities was before
Cabinet, and would receive consideration
at an early date, If the officers of the
department reported favourably upon
the proposal the greatest consideration
would be paid to it.

Item, Other goldfields (including boring
for coal, and miscellaneous), £2,300:

Mr. TROY: It had been said that
an arrangement wee entered into be-
tween the Government and the Midland
Railway Company as to alleged coal
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deposits between Minginew and Muflewa.
It was said that coal -was found there
years ago, but that the land was owned
by the Midland Railway Co. The al-
leged arrangement was that the Govern-
ment should take one-hall and the
Midland Company one-half, so that in
that event one-half of the alleged field
was the property of the Government.
Was there anything in the rumour, and
if so, would the department do anything
in the way of sinking for coal in that
locality ?

The MINISTER FOR MINIES: At
the present time the Government were
assisting a Geraldton syndicate to bore
for coal at Kockatea Creek. As to
negotiations with the Midland Company,
he was not aware that any were ever
suggested. The Government were trying
to find coal to the east of Geraldton for
the Murchison people.

Development of Agriculture, £207,259:
Item, Abattoirs, cold storage, export

depot, grain sheds and sale yards, £35,000:
Mr. CARSON: It was disappointing

to find that there was no amount on the
Loan Estimates for the construction of
abattoirs. He supposed the works -were
to be established some time at Fremantle.

Mr. JOHNSON: With regard to the
metropolitan sale yards, that was a
matter he had drawn attention to in the
House previously this session. A very
unsatisfactory state of affairs existed
there now. A market had been es-
tablished at Midland Junction, and
had grown to such an extent that instead
of there being one sale a fornght there
were now two sales a week. The yards
were too small for requirements, and it
was proposed by the municipality to
establish municipal sale yards there.
On inquiry into the matter, however,
they were met by the statement that
a promise had been given by the Minister
to the representatives of the meat corn-
bias that sale yards would be established
somewhere else. The desire of the
combine was to break up the yards there
so that the small butchers would have
nowhere to get their meat from and
thus would not be competing against
the combine. The argument used against
the yards at Mfidland Junction was that

they were too small. In face of the
Government's opposition the municipality
could not possibly proceed with their
proposal ; but the producers, seeing that
their stock was not getting justice,
and growing tired of labouring under
disabilities existing there, had approached
the Midland Company so see if they would
hand over the yards and allow them
to extend the works on partially co-
operative lines. These people also felt,
however, that they would not be justified
in proceeding in the work if the Govern-
ment proposed to establish sale yards
somewhere else. He did not expect
the Minister to give more consideration
to the producers than to the consumers,
for he seemed to have one object in view,
and that was to give cheap meat to
the people outside Western Australia.
Our own people, surely, deserved
more consideration than those living
elsewhere. Now that the people had
taken this matter in hand themselves,
the Minister might give an assurance that
he would niot interfere by establishing
sale yards elsewhere.

The Minister for Lands: The local
people have never suggested to me
establishing sale yards there.

Mr. JOHNSON. On behalf of the
Midland Junction municipality he could
say that if the Government would give
an assurance that they would not es-
tablish yards in the metropolitan area
to compete with those at Midland, the
work of enlarging the yards would be
proceeded with at once.

Mr. BATH: One -would like to know
how much each of these items was to
secure from the vote. It would be
better rather than fritier money away in
so many projects of a doubtful character
if we used the very considerablesu
put down on these Estimates as an
instalment towards a proper equipment
both for providing for the local trade,
and for the export trade. It there were
provision for export depots at, say,
Albany, Fremantle, and Gerald ton, then
we would be doing something which
would be of a real assistance to the
producers. We were not going to make
a great success of either assisting the
local consumers and the producers nor
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with the export of our produce until
we did something like that. South
Australia had to spend a considerable
sum of money before embarking upon
the project. Then as trade increased
she had only to extend operations.
Take a district like Geraldton-what
was the prospect before the producers
of that area who within the next few
years were going to largely increase their
production both in cereals and stock ?
If these people had no outlet it would
mean that the development which was
now going on would get a set back.
What were we doing with regard to the
fruit export trade so far as Albany was
concerned ? At the present time we
had an outlet in Western Australia for a
considerably increased production of
fruit. Certainly, there was need for
more scientific distribution of our fruit
so that the consumers might get the
advantage because one had only to go
on the goldfields to realise the enormous
possibilities for an increased consumption
of fruit if the price only brought that
commodity within the reach of the
conumners.

Mr. Jacoby: Many consignments have
been sent there at a dead loss.

Mr. BATH: That was due no doubt
to the slipshod arrangements.

The Minister for Lands: The growers
are free agents.

Mr. BATH: It certainly required
some initiative.

Mir. Johnson : Can the workers buy
a case of fruit ?

The Minister for Agriculture: Yes.
Mr. Johnson: No; they cannot

afford it.
Mr. BATH: The Minister must realise

that a great many people on the gold-
fields had but a hand to mouth existence.
They had no money to spare and certainly
could not buy a whole case of fruit.
So far nobody had set himself the task
of wilving the difficulty. Possibly if
we had smaller lots of fruit and they
were retailed in the shops there would
be a readier sale. These smaller lots
could be disposed of remuneratively
to the consumer and with advantage
to the producer. The suggestion, how-
ever, had never met with favour. On

his return from a visit to Canada Mr-.
Paterson the manager of the Agricultural
Bank stated that right throughout these
districts the fruit was sold in cheap.
baskets and it was prepared in an attrac.
tive fashion and sold at prices a long
way below those at which it was retailed
mn Western Australia.

Air. Jacoby: We have no wood with
which to make the packages here.

Mr. BATH: There were alternatives;
wood need not necessarily be employed.
If it had been possible to solve the
difficulty in Canada, surely we were
not lacking in initiative here which
would enable us also to overcome it.
The Minister should give the subject
consideration.

Mr. GORDON: The only way in
which the difficulty could be overcome
was by the establishment of open markets.
In addition to the seller there must be
the consumer, and success was assured
when the consumer was willing to go to
the market and get things at first cost.
In the other States people went three or
four miles to the markets. With regard
to the bigger question of the abattoirs.
and freezing works, once the latter were
established the first cost was not going to
be the biggest item. Although we had
exported lambs during the past three
years we must realise that we were
importing nearly half the number of
frozen lambs which were being consumed
in the State. It was reasonable to
assume, however, that we could consume
what we could produce. It was only
the attractive market in London of a
few years ago which induced us to export.
At the present time, however, it would
pay, to keep the lambs within the State.
The vital question was with reference
to the establishment of sale yards because
it was through the medium of the small
butcher that the consumer would get
the full benefit of the cheap markets.
The member for Guildford advocated
that the site of the sale yards should be at
Midland Junction. Was it reasonable
that the population of Perth and Fre-
mantle should be forced to go to Midland
Junction two or three times a week to
purchase their stock? The man we
desired to benefit was the small man
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who could sell cheaply if he looked after
his own stock. Hle must leave his shop
two or three days a week to attend
the sale yards at Midland Junction, and
if he had to travel a considerable distance
to that district, the loss of time and the
,delays could well be imagined. The
advocacy of the member for Guildford was
out of all reason.

Mr. Butcher: He knows something
about it ; you certainly do not.

Mr. CORDON: The member for
Guild!ford had advocated in support of sale
yards at Midland Junction the fact that
they had pastures around Guildiford.
This question, however, was right out
of date in the other States because
advices regarding the stock coming
down were received by the auctioneers,
who could keep the consigmenss back
if they wanted to do so. It 'was well
known that sheep were very hungry
after leaving trucks and there was con-
siderable danger turning them out
into green pastures. At Guildford it
was well known that if the sheep ate
what was known as Guildford grass
which was there in abundance, it would
form a ball in the stomach and kill
50 per cent, of them.

Mr-. Butcher: Who has been telling
you that ?

Mr. GORDON: To his own knowledge
25 per cent. of sheep which had been in
a paddock where Guild!ford grass wa
growing had died from the effects of it
in 24 hours.

Mr. Johnson: Nonsense.
Mr. GORDON : Everybody knew

what Guildford grass was. He did not
say that it was to be found in every
paddock, but it grew in many of the
paddocks along the river which were
not cultivated. The sale yards should
certainly be between Perth and Midland.

Mr. BOLTON: It was to be hoped
that we would hear something of
that State socialism which some-
times rose to the surface even un-
consciously from the Minister for Lands.
It would he disappointing if the Minister
was prepared to give a. promise to any
member that the State itself should not
compete with the producer even in a
co-operative scheme, because he believed

there should be State sale yards, and
that it should not be left to the producer
to have a monopoly of the sale yards in
the metropolitan area. If the State
established abattoirs for killing sheep
and cattle it would be in the interests
of the consumers to have sale yards at
the abattoirs. It could hardly be con-
vincing to anyone to have the sale yards
apart from State abattoirs. If sale
yards were necessary, Perth having
the greatest consuming centre should
have them in its vicinity. Perth should
certainly be the distributing centre. If
selling was to be done at Midland and
the Minister had the power to declare
that the stock should be killed at Fre-
mantle it would be rather awkward for
the buyer. It was certainly not fair to
ask Perth and Fremantle to go to Midland
to buy stock. It would be an unwise
policy for the Government to even ad-
vocate the continuance of sale yards at a
place like Midland.

Mr. Bath: Where would you put them
in Perth ?

,Mr. BOLTON: It would be necessary
to go outside the city. They could not
be placed at the Town Hall. A locality
might be found at Subiaco or at East
Perth. They could be sufficiently away
from the centre of the city so as to ob-
viate a nuisance.

Mr. JACOBY:- Already he had given
expression to the opinion that the
Minister would be best serving tho
interests of the State if he would first
direct his attention to settling the ques-
tion of the meat supply instead of
bothering himself about the export depot
at Fremantle. It would be a consider-
able time before the export of lambs
reached any great dimensions. In the
meantime we had freezing facilities at
Fremnantle which were quite sufficient
to do all that was necessary until the
trade developed. The question of the
export depot should stand over. The
rival claims of the various centres as to
where the abattoirs should be were
difficult to settle.

Mr. Bolton: The ahattoirs site has
already been settled.

The CHAIRMAN: The Committee were
not discussing the site of the abattoira-
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Mr. JACOBY The question of the
establishment of abattoirs, however, could
be discussed. He trusted that the Minister
would recognise that the question of
supplying the local demand was of para-
mount importance. The member for
Canning had mentioned the necessity
for the establishment of open markets.
If there was one direction more than
another in which the Government could
take steps to cheapen fruit to the con-
sumer it was this-this and the opening
of a few more roads to the hills districts
to give quicker access to Perth. This
would enable the small prower to bring
his fruit down himself and dispose of it
himself. No better means than this could
be devised for bringing the grower and
the consumer together. The leader of
the Opposition had suggested that it was
in the interests of the export of fruit that
freezing chambers should be established
at Albany. But it should be understood
that it was not necessary to freeze fruit
at all,

It-r. Bath: I did not advocate freezing
fruit at Albany. I was speaking about
Cleraldton.

Mr. JACOBY:- The hon. member had
mentioned Albany.

Mr. Bath: Perhaps so, but not in con-
nection with the freezing of fruit.

Mr. JACOBY: There were one or two
points in the suggestions made by the
leader of the Opposition with which he
(Mr. Jacoby) would like to deal, but this
perhaps was scarcely the time. He
trusted that the establishment of open
markets in Perth would have early con-
sideration. Such an institution would
pay from the very beginning.

Mr. O81OOLN: Last session he had de-
clared that these items should not appear
conjointly for the reason that in respect
to the export of grain it was most desir-
able that the Minister should have made
a start earlier than this in order that the
farmers should have reasonable expecta-
tion of getting their grain away at a
minimum cost. As to the export of fruit,
reasonable facilities, he thouight, already
existed. He could not agree that the
Minister was right in establishing abat-
toirs and sale yards at North Fremantle
with a view to promoting the export of

frozen lamibs. Not a single lamub had been
exported this year. In fact, frozen sheep,
and lambs were being imported into the
State. Yet the iNnister talked of estab-
lishing ahattoirs at Fr-emnantle in order
to facilitate the export of lambs. An-
nually we had some 17,000 head of cattle,
shipped down from the North-West; hut
it was known that there was likely to be
established at Wyndhanm a company
which would take the whole of this sup-
ply. In view of this threatened deple-
tion of the meat supply he would like t&
know where the promised export of lambs
was to come from'i He hoped the Minis-
ter would see the fallacy of attempting to
establish abattoirs at North Fremantle
within the nest ten years.

Mrx. JOHNSON: The member for
North Fremian tle was a recognised au-
thority on all matters concerning Pro-
anautle. Notwithstanding this he (Mr.
Johnson) -would take exception to the at-
tempt on the part of the member for
Noryth Fremantle to misrepresent his re-
miarks. Emphatically, the first proposal
had been for the establishment of muni-
cipal sale yards. When the hon. member
got away from the abattoirs and dis-
cussed State socialism he (Mrx. Johnson)
felt quite prepared 'to cross swords with
him. When first it bad been proposed
to establish abattoirs at North Fremnantle
the main argument in favour of the pro-
ject was that the abbatoims would be ne-
cessary on account of tbe large quantity
of stock coming down from the North-
West. It was now found that -the stock
coming down the Coast would be, as
hitherto, killed and slaughtered at Robb's
jetty. This clearly indicated that the
abattoirs at North Fremantle would not
be constructed for the purpose of dealing

withtha stckfor the killing of which
it had been urged that the abattoirs
should be erected.

The MAinister for Lands: That was
never claimed.

Mr. jOHNSO-N: All other stock rou-tes
were biand, and consequently the Min-
ister must realise that 'the stock would
hlave Somle little difficulty in getting
through to North Fremantle owing to the
suburban traffic, and that to take the
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stock through Midland Junction to North
Fremantle, and return it to Midland
Junction, would be penalising the con-
sumer.

The CHAIRMAN: The item under dis-
cussion was not as to where these abat-
toirs and sale yards were to be estab-
lished. It was only the principle of the
money being expended. He had given
hon. members an opportunity of point-
ing out their views on the question, bat
he thought the debate was now getting a
little too wide.

Mr. JOHNSON: The question was the
establishment of abattoirs and sale yards
in tbe metropolitan area, and he with
others was trying to influence the Gov-
ernment as to the best site for establish-
ing such works.

The CIIAflUVAN: The hon. member
would realise that the term "metropoli-
tan area" covered from Fremnantle to
Midland Junction. There was no discus-
sion as to where the proper location
would be. Without any desire to pre-
vent a fair amount of debate he thought
the discussion had gone rather far.

Mrf. BATH: The discussion on these
Estimates was the only opportunity in
the whole session for members ito discuss
this question. The expenditure of money
involved in the construction of abattoirs
and the provision of cold storage was
important, and the question of site was
an essential one. Members of the Com-
mittee might be prepared to vote money
for the erection of an export depot at
Fremantle who, perhaps, would strongly
oppose aiiy proposition to erect it at
lMandurab or at Busselton or at the
month of the Margaret River.

[31r. Daglish resumed the Chair.]

Mr. JOHNSON: The Government had
adopted a policy which would have the
effect of allowing -the Robb's Jetty abat-
toirs to continue to slaughter stock com-
ing from oversea. Therefore, we had
sufficient machinery to deal with aversea
stock. The other stock to which atten-
tion would have to be given was tbe
stock coming from inland. There was no
question about the feed at Midland June-
tion. There were hundreds of acres of
couch grass in the district. He looked up-

on the scheme for the export trade of
lambs at the present time as ridiculous,
and upon the proposal of the Minister to
erect abattoirs at North Fremntle as ab-
solutely tne wildest suggestion the Min-
ister had ever made. Supposing we
were to go in for the export trade, we
would have to sell our meat in London
100 per cent, cheaper than the price we
could get for it in Western Australia.
The people who encouraged export were
those who had more than they required.
Here in WNestern Australia we had not
neawly sufficient for our own demands.

Mlfr. BOLTON: The hon. member had
said that the municipal sale yards had
been established, but that it was now too
small and had been handed over to the
producers. The hon. member had gone
out of his way and asked the Minister
not to compete against private enterprise
by the continuance of sale yards at Mid-
land Junction.

Mr. JOHNSON: That statement should
be withdrawn. The hon. member had de-
clared that he (Air. Johnson) had asked
the Minister not to compete against pri-
vate enterprise; that statement was in-
correct, and he asked that it be with-
drawn.

Mr. BOLTON: There was little enough
to withdraw. He had asked the Minister
if the member for Guildford had asked
for an assurance that the state would
not compete against the producers in the
Midland Junction area with their pre-
sent existing sale yards. He (Air.
Bolton) had said that the member for
Guildford had asked the Minister for an
assurance that the State would not com-
pete against the producers.

Air. Johnson: It is not correct.
The Minister for Works: Did he get

any assurance?
Mr. BOLTON: No; and it was doubt-

ful if he ever would get ii It was sur-
prising cheap sneers should be issued as
to whether one knew anything about
State socialism. Had he headed a depun-
tation to take away the State quarries
at Boya, and hand them over to a private
enterprise he would readily admit it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Abouit
this hour, and about this time last year
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we had discussed this question of the
abattoirs at considerable length, and he
had thought tbe point was then settled
that we should have export facilities at
North Fremantle. Something vw said
about importing 4,400 sheep. Did hion.
members realise how few those sheep
were in comparison with the numbers
grown and killed in the St-ate? We
slaughtered 400,000 sheep; but we were
still likely to import, because the rejects
were sent over -here from the East. Year
by year we were adding considerably at
the rate of 500,000 to our flocks. This
year there should be at least a million
lambs dropped, so there should he room
for -a big export trade. But was it pos-
sible to develop the lamb industry before
providing facilities? How were the
farmers to produce the lambs if there
were no means to export them? It must
be remembered that any lambs sent to
London must be in a first-class condition.
The least bruise on the carcase made it
of second quality. There was no reason
why Western Australia should not do
as well as South Australia, where the
abattoirs and freezing works were erect-
ed at Port Adelaide close to the wharves.
We should do as well in the matter of
the export of lambs as South Australia,
and probably as well as any State of
Australia. Professor Lowrie bad already
advised that we would export a great
number of lambs, and saw no reason
why we should not get up alongside New
Zealand as to quality. Should we miss
the opportunity of developing the indus-
try for the sake of £30,000? Of course
we must provide facilities at Fremantle,
the principal shipping port. There was
no reason to labour the point.

Mr. Troy: What about Geraldton?
The MINISTER FORl LANDS: Ger-

aldton and Albany would have to be pro-
vided with facilities as soon as th~ey were
ripe for them, but just for the moment
we must deal with Fremantle. The site
was second to none. There would be no
export plant in Australia better equipped,
or in *a better position to deal with the
export trade than we would have at
North Fremantle. There was nothing
mad about the seheme; it was perfectly

reasonable and sensible; and if the mem-
ber for Guildford had fostered the
scheme when he had the opportunity,
probably we would be exporting lambs
by now.

Mr. Troy: You have been four years
getting a move on.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS-. Of
course; that was the pity of it.

Mr. Johnson: You have not exported
one.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Be-
cause there were no facilities. T-he lambs
must be killed and frozen at the port of
export. In connection with sale yards
for the metropolitan area, they must bo
as near the abattoirs as possible. The
works at North Fremantle would provide
facilities for export, and would also pro-
vide temporarily, at any rate for the
next few years, public abattoirs for the
metropolitan area. Even if the works At
Robb's Jetty were continued, they would
not be public abattoirs; they were pni-
vately owned and they would do the
work for private owners; but public
abattoirs were needed in order that 'he
small butcher could have facilities for
the handling of his meat; and these
would be provided at North Fremantlo.
The decision- had already been made in
that respect and plans were ready, and
tenders would be called in -a short time
for the works. And the sale yards
should be as near the abattoirs as pos-
sible. In future other abattoirs might
be erected to supply the metropolitan
area, and sale yards could be provided
in connection with them. Municipal
authorities might get together and de-
cide. It would be for them to say
whether these sale yards should be at
Midland Junction or much nearer to
Perth. There was no reason why we
should not have sale yards at both places,
if the municipalities agreed to spend the
money, but it was a matter for them.
We might well erect sale yards some-
where near the City to accommodate f-at
stock, and eventually to become sale
yards for horses, cattle and dry stock
generally. The work had so far been
done satisfactorily at Midland Junction,
but the sale yards should not be pri-
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irately owned for the reason that one or
two firms might at any time monopolise
the yards by filling them up with thoir
own stock, to the detriment of other peo-
ple with stock to sell. He bad nothing
to say against municipal sale yards at
Midland Junction, but the municipality
of Midland Junction had never suggested
anything about it to him. What they
suggested was that the Government
should build yards on some laud owned
by the Railway Department.

Mr. Johnson: Or failing the Govporn-
meut., they would do it provided you per-
mitted them.

The INISTER FOR LANDS : it
was understood from the municipality
that, failing Government action, -the
present yards would be enlarged. How-
ever. if the municipality desired to build
them they could do it, but the Govern-
ment must certainly provide facilities for
handling the stock for Cthe ahattoirs at
North Fremnantle, and they intended to do
it. The yards must he public and should
be sufficient to accommodate everyone.
When at Midland Junction a few years
days ago he had noticed some stock that
could not 'be unloaded; there was no
room for them in the yar-ds; and he under-
stood that the following week stock was
sold in the trucks for want of accommo-
dation in the yards. That was not fair
to the buyer nor to the producer. It ap-
peared to him it was necessary to build
yards, and as near the centre of popula-
tion is possible. Midland Junction might
be a very desirable place. He learned
now from the stock-owners that they
could hold stock at Midland June-
lion. but the district was rather in-
convenient for -the producers and the
agents. Elder, Shenton & Company
and other agents had suggested that the
Yards should be nearer Perth. He be-
lieved they should be as near the abattoirs
as it was possible to get them.

Item, Development of Agriculture, in-
eluding Drainage (Lands), £75,000:

Mr. TROY: There were some things in
the Auditor General's report in regard to
which he desired explauation. In the ex-
penditure in connection with the Denmark
estate there was an item of £38 18s. 4d.
for an esplanade. What did that mean?

The CHAIRMAN: It was altogether
irregular to discuss last year's expenditure
on this years vote, except as an illustra-
tioin.

Mr. TROY: It was to be hoped, w~hen
we g-ot the Auditor General's report next
time we would have some clearer method
of explaining the expenditure than was
given this year. This was not the only
thing requiring explanation. There were
cab fares and boat fares. These could
hardly be called Development of Agri-
culture.

The Minister for Lands: 'It is 'all part
of the cost of preparing the land.

Mir. TROT: Was it necessary that peo-
ple should have their cab fares paid in
Perth to go to the railway station 9 It
was absolutely absurd. Again, a man
was sent to the Eastern States to buy
grass seeds at a cost of £2,000. That was
ridiculous. Surely there was sufficient re-
ciprocity between 'the States that an-
other State would h ave sent over the seedI
Cocksfoot and rye grass seed could be
purchased in Perth, or we could have
sent to New Zealand for the seed and
it would have been seat over. But we
paid a man two guineas a week and £250
travelling expenses to get the seed. In
the same vote provision wvas also mande
for a fruit expert. Thbe department was
fairLy crammed with experts. Par-
liament shonld be consulted before these
experts were appointed. The fruit in-
dustry 'bad made its great progress 'with-
out an expert. Professor Lowrie's ap-
pointment was justified, because the wheat
industry was the largest of our agricul-
tirral industries.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon, member
is not discussing 'the item.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : This
was a Lands item, not an Agricultural
item. It covered the cost of the surveys.
The House had already approved of the
expenditure of loan money in this direc-
tion, and the £75,000 would be spent in
connection with surveys and land im-
provements. When the Denmark estate
was purchased it was necessary to place
it in good order, and the expenditure had
to be charged to the vote provided by
Parliament for the puirpose of imaproving
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the estate. The £38 odd referred to was
for improvements on the esplanade, which
formed part of the townsite. As we had
sold a good number of town lots, this item
and other items in connection with the
improvements of the township would he
well recouped.

Item, Development of Agriculture, in-
eluding Drainage (Agriculture), £C35,000:

Mr. TROY: Provision was made for
irrigation for settlers in the South-West.
Was this irrigation to be carried out at
the expense of the department'? If so,
in what dist, ct, and howv was the money
to be refunded?

The MIN'ISTER FOR LANDS: There
was. in this vote £500 for irrigation whith
would cover the cost of one or two irriga-
tion plants. It was the custom of the
department to advance for the purchase
of irrigation plants in order that an ex-
periment might be made in the several
centres in the South-West. It was ffhoped
we would get one or two of the out-tying
centres to pump from the small streams,
and it might be necessary to advance for
bbo purchase of a pumping plant. If the
department did so it would have security
and -the money would be returned with
interest

M1r. Troy: What was being done in
connection with the phosphatic deposits?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Phos-
phatic deposits existed at Namban and
Jurien Bay, and there were others in the
South-West, he believed, hut the last-
named had not been. prospected as yet.
So far the handling- of the stuff -had not
been quite satisfactory. State enterprise,
which -he thought sometimes good, had
not been quite as good as he wished in
this connection, but that was Rrobably
doe to 'handling the stuff in a. small way
and at the wrong time of -the year- We
were making every effort to prospect for
phosphatic deposits in the State.

Mr. TROY: Members had been kept
entirely in The dark in regard to proceed.-
ings. It was believed the deposits were
very valuable.

The Minister for Lands: So they are.

Mr. TROY: Then how was it the de-
partment. failed in carrying out the enter-
prise successfuilly? What was being done

in order to have the phosphates given to
the producersI It was bard to under-
stand how the Producers' Union would
make a success of the mnatter if the Grov-
ernment could not.

The Minister for Lands: We have not
handed it over to the Producers' Union.

Mr. TROY: It was understood this
decision was announced.

The M1inister for Lands: No.
Mr. TROY: This was the beginning

of a great industry, he believed. It was
a gTeat industry in South Australia, but
they did not let it go out of the hands of
the Government. Why could we not have
the same here?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: In
all 300 tons had been 'brought down and
sold by the department direct to the pro-
ducers, and the result had been sa'tisfae-
tory. That stuff came -from Nambana,
There was some sold from eaves near
Wanneroo which was not so satisfactory,
and some confusion bad been created.
The Namban deposits belonged -to the
Government, the Wanneroo deposits did
no0t.

Mr. Gill: Rave youi reserved all the
coast line?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes;
and all phosphatic deposits were now re-
served on any land that nmigtht be sold.
His desire was to work -these deposits,
though the department 'had had bad luck
so far. A boat that ought to -have made
a trip once a week, or, at any rate, once
a fortnight, only made one -trip in six
weeks Owing to bad weather. There was
no doubt shout the value of the stuff
w'hlob had beeni sold at £2 1l0s. a ton.
With regard to gu1ano, the supplies at
the Abrolhos Islands were hdld by a
lessee who was bound, however, to sell to
the farmer at not more than £3 a ton.
The Producers' Union had nothing what-
ever to d-o wit the deposits. Correspond-
ence had taken place with them and with
other people, but nothing hbad eventuated,
nor was anything likely to). The Govern-
ment would work and distribute the de-
posits themselves.

Mr. TROY: The M,%inister should give
some particulars as to the progress Of the
butter-making industry. The fact that
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we imported so many tons -of butter from
the Eastern States showed how necessary
it was to -take steps to provide the com-
modity for ourselves, How far had the
Government scheme succeeded?

The 'MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Bunbury butter factory had made satis-
factory progress this year for it was turn-
ing out at 'the rate of 2 tons a week.
whiereas last year the quantity was under
a ton a wreek. Even now, however, only
a beginning was -being made. The South-
West would be a big dairying district in
the future, and the start that bad been
made had drawn the attention of people
to the dairying districts. In that part of
the country the grass was looking very
well. Only recently he saw some clover
fields that had been well fertilised, and
which were producing 30 hundredweight
of dry hay to the acres, and stock had
been over it only eight weeks previously.
All the South-West was well capable of
development in connection -with the bu-t-
ter-making industry. Only a small
amount had been spent so far. In the
purchase of stock the Government had
only spent £33,000, and of that sum
£19,000 had already 'been repaid. If the
sum had been £330,000 the industry
would -have by now been very well estab-
lished.

Item, Agricultural immigration,
£12,000:-

Mr. TIROY: Last year the vote was
£10,000 and. the expenditure £16 ,000.
This year the yote was £12,000 and if -the
increase were proportionate to that of
last year, the expenditure would be £20.-
000 before the year was over. Was this
money spent for the purpose of legitimate
agricultural immigration? The experi-
ence in the past bad provedlIhat the
money had not been spent in that way.
Every week the Government issued noti-
fications to the effect that a number of
families bad arrieved in the State. Many
of those people were looking for work.
At Southern Cross a few weeks ago he
saw several immigrants who had been
sent up there by the Labour Bureau.
They were despatched to the 'Never 'Never
mane, but they were *unable to do hard
work and were not too well treated. That
was the sort of imniirnl for wiiel 1te

v'ote was being provided. Go anywhere iv.
the State and the same condition of af-
fairs would be found. Families were be-
ig& brought out here to be put on the
labour market. He moved an amend-
met-

That the item be struck oue.

Amendment negatived.

M\r. GILL: It was a proper thing to
provide a certain amount for immigra-
tion, but the whole question was as to the
cass of immigration 'that came out. The
Agent General should relieve the strain
in this respect considerably. Before go-
ing on the land the immigrant should be-
come1 to a certain extent, aelimatised,.
and then take up an area, for he would
know something of the sot of work re-
quired in the back country. It was a
great mistake for immigrants to arrive
here in the winter months. In the coun-
try there wvns room for 'thousands of peo-
ple, 'but we did not want people coming
'here and glutting the labour market. In
reply to statements made some time ago
to the effect that immigrants were given
preference of employment in the work-
shops at Midland Junction the Minister
read a statement to the House by the
manager of the works stating that he was
not aware of any new arrivals having
been employed. After makting inquiries,
however, that officer had found ihat one
immigrant was employed, but that was
because he was especially adapted for the.
-work they had in band. A couple of days
later it was found out by the manage-
mnent that he -was an immigrant his wages
were reduced fromn s. to Ois. Gd. The
railway association found that out, took
up the ease, and then the present Com-
missioner, in replying to the complaint,
sent word saying that the mian's wages
had been reduced because he was an in-
competent workman. Those were the re-
plies given by the officers of the depart-
ment, and they showed that replies to
questions asked in the House were not
always reliable. The immigration policy
should be eased off during the winter.

Mr. TROT moved an amendment-

That the appwunt be reduced by
£6,000.
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Amendment put and a div
wvith the following result.

Ayes
Noes

Majority against

Mr. Bath
Mr. Bolton
Mr. Collier
Mr. 9111
M r. Johnson
Mr. Meflowail
Mr. OtlAgha
Mr. Scaddan

Mr. Aogwlo
Mr. Brown
Mr. Butcher
M r, Carson
Mr. Coweber
Mr. Davies
M5r. George
Mr. Gregory
Mr. Hardwiec
Mr. Haywa~rd
Mr. Horan
Mr. Jacoby

AyEs.
Mr. Swa
Mr. Tayl
Mr. Tro)
Mr. Wal
Mr. War
Mr. A.
Mr. Heft

ision taken ing. Last year there was very little ex-
penditure for this as the board had onl *y

15 been fanned for a few months, so most
23 of the expenditure would come out of
- this year. There -would be boards estab-
8 lisbed at Port Hedland, Yalgoc, Woor-

- awel, and Roebourne. The interest
charged the vermin boards for the net-

or ting they obtained -was the same asor was charged for wire netting advanced to
her individuals.
e
I.. Wilson Roads and Bridges, £34,500:
mao',

(Teller).

Nome.
Mr. Layman
Mr. Mitchell
M, Tr. N. J, Moore
Mr. S. V. Moore
Mr. Nauson
Air, Osborn
Mr. Pleas
Mr. J. Price
Mr. W, Price
Mr. F, Wilson
Mr. Gordon

(Teller).

Amendment thus negatived.
Item, Loans for purchase of wire net-

ting,. £6,200:-
Mr. TR.OY: To -whowm .ere the loans

for the purchase of wire netting made,
to the pastoralists or othiers? What inter-
est was being paid?

The MI1NISTER FOR LANDS: The
.advances so far bad been practically con-
fined to pastoralists in the Esperance dis-
trict. He believed the rate of interest
on the netting to be 4 per cent., but it
might be .5 per cent.

Mr. TROY: Why did these people get
their loans for 4 per cent, while the far-
mer who borrowed from the Agricultural
Bank was charged 5 per cent.?

Item, Loans for purposes of vermin
boards. £25,000:

Mr. TROY: There was only one board
he knew of that had been established in
the State. His district had been waiting
for some time to get a board established,
but without success. Last year £2,559 was
spent in connection with these boards.
The sum of £25,000 was an extraordinary
increase on that.

The HONORARY MINSTER: The
-Gaseoyne board erected .900 miles of fene-

Item, New roads and bridges in countr 'y
and goldflelds districts, inclu-ding feeders
for railways, £30,000:

Mr. W. PRICE: Full details should be
priovided of the roads to be constructed
from this item. There was a large sum
to he expended and members should know
bow the allocation was to be made. The
Minister should give full information as
to what it was intended to do with this
money.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Par-
liament last year placed £2,000 in the
bands of the Minister for this purpose.
Of that amount only £5,000 in -round
figures was expended, so that practically
it was a revote. The vote was alloeated
in consultation between the roads brauch
of the Works Department and the Lands;
Department.

M1r. Bath: The Committee -should have
particulars of the works upon which it
was proposed to expend this money.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
vote had been passed -year after year
without any forecast, for the simple mea-
son that it was allocated only after the
vote was passed. It might be mentioned
that £1,000 was grauted for the Kai-
goorlie roads board out of this vote re-
cently. This grant was hurried in order
to provide work for some of the men
who were thrown aoit of employment by'
the fire which took place at the Persever-
ance mine.

Mr. Bath: Would the Minister promise
to have the information wade available
in the future?9

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
only promise that could be made would
'be to have the past expenditure made
available. It was not possible to allocate
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this vote ahead. Hon. members could not
have every detail, something must he left
to the judgmnent of the Government.

Item, Fremantle high level bridge,
f3,344:

MrL. W. PRICE: Would the Minister
state what this item was for?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If
the hon. member would -take a trip -to
North Fremnantle and go across the bridge
hie would know exactly why this expendi-
tore was required. The different munici-
palities undertook to cut down the old
high level bridge and the work was
botched up, and eventually the Gov-
ernmient had to take the miatter
over. Lately the bridge had assumed
alt shapes; it had become so dan-
gerous that protests had been received
from several members of the Legislative
Council, and a notification had -also been
received from the tramway people,,who
declared that they would bave to cease
running their trains over it if something
were not done.

Mr. Angwin: Is it safe now?
The MINISTER FOR WORKS:

There was no immediate danger beyond
the possibility of a tram running off the
line. The bridge would have to be recon-
structed in order to make it a decent job,
The councils had spent £2,500 altogether,
and the Government had spent about
£C5,000 on the bridge.

Mr. Bolton: Nut on that bridge only.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: On
the two bridges. A report had been pre-
pared by the engineers of the department,
who submitted three alternative schemes
that could he carried out in order 'to ef-
fectively repair the bridge, and the one
which had been adopted provided for a
renewal of the superstructure at an esti-
mated cost of £2,800. The scheme was
costly and it was unfortunate that -the
Government should be put to all this
expense.

Mr. Bolton: It is all throughb the lun-
ders of an engineer.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:- The
engineers would not recommend any-
thing h ut making a proper job of it.
There were 10 spans which would have to

be rebuilt in order -to make a good job.
of it. The bridge had to be made sound,
no matter who was responsible for the
errors of the past and no matter who was
to blame.

Air. ANGWIN: It was not the local.
authorities who committed the error, it
was one or two individuals.

Total vote, £1,693,899, put and passed.
lieso4lutiona reported; aind the report

adopted.

BILL-APPROPRIATION.

All stages.

Message from the Governor received
and read recommending the Bill.

The Treasurer, in accordance with the
resolutions adopted in Committee, ob-
tained leave to introduce the Appropria-
tion Bill, wvhich passed through the first
and second reading stages without de-
bate.

In Commnitte, etcetera.

Clauses 1 to 3--agreed to.
Schedule A-agreed to.
Schedule B:
Air. JOHNSON: Would the Premiier

declare whether it was the intention of-
the Government to do anything in the
way of increasing the remuneration of
members of Parliament. This was a
ruabter which had received a great deal
of public attention uwing- to the fact
that quite a number of members--

The CHAIRM1AN: The lion. member
was out of order: lie could not discuss
that ques;tionl under lithe Appropriation
Bill. It could nb- hie discussed under
a special Act.

Mr. JOHNSON: The item was me"-
tioued in Schedule B.

The CHAIRMAN: The matter could
not he discussed.

Schedule put and passed.
Schedules C to H-agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment, and

the report adopted.
Read a third timne, am] transmitted to.

the Legisltive Council.
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2512 [COUNC IL.)

ADJOURNMENT-STATE OF BUSI-
NESS.

The PREMIER: I move-
That the House at its rising adjourn

Until 10.30 ci.,
Mr. JOHNSON: I would like the Pre-

mier to give us a little further informa-
tion as to -what it is proposed to bring
on at 10.30 a.m.; whether we will have
a chance of considering the public ser-
vants' petition, and when we will pro-
rogue?

The PREMIER: It is necessary to
meet at 10.30 in order to he sitting at
the same time as the Legislative Council,
so that Messages may pass between the
two Houses.

Mr. Batb: What Messages are there
to come?

The PREMIERl: One or two of those
amendments we have considered to-night.
I think that is about all1. Then there are
the Estimates and the Loan Estimates.

Mr. Johnson: What about the Employ-
ment Brokers' Bill!

The PREMIE R: I am prepared to take
that measure, and also the report of tbe
select committee on Mrs. Cohney 's case,
and the public servants' petition. I may
say it is proposed to prorogue at 3
-o'clock.

Question put -and passed.

]louse adjourned at 5.33? a.'m. (Tuesday).

lcoielativc Courncil,
Tuesday 21st December, 1909.

Paper presented
Bins: Loan, £,1,312,000). All stages

Permanent Reserves Rededication (No. 2)
Assembly's reasons

Interpretatlon Act Amendment, Assembly's
reason

Approprintion, AU stages
EmploymentBrokers, Assembly's amendment

Valedictory, Hon. G. ItandelI
Complimentary Remarks, Cloee of Sesson
Assent to Blls
Prorogation speech
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2618
.26
2526
2529
2532
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
10-30 am., and read prayers.

PAPER , PRESENTED.
By the Colonial Secretary : Report

of the board of management of Perth
public bospital for the year ended 30th
June, 1009.

BILL-LOAN, £1,342,000.
AU Stages.

Recoived from the Legislative Assembly
and read a first time.

Second Reading.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Ron.

J. D. Connolly) in moving the second
reading said:- This is simply a Bill
authorising the Government to borrow
an amount of £1,342,000 ; it merely gives
power to the Government to borrow
to that extent on opportunity offering to
raise loans. It does not in any way
authorise the expenditure of the money.
The expenditure will have to be author-
ised in the Loan Estimates later on.
The bulk of the expenditure is for
railway purposes, and all the expenditure
on new railways has to be again authorised
by Bills covering each particular railway.
So, in assenting to this Bill, we are only
giving the Government a general authority
,o raise this money. The schedule
attached to the Bill gives information
to Parliament showing approximately
how it, is proposed at present to expend
the money. Of course it does not
follow that the money will be spent
exactly as the schedule sets out. How-
ever, the expenditure will be dealt with
later on in the Loan Estimates, which
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